Alan C Rash
July 31, 1951 - October 1, 2020

Alan C. Rash, 69, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died Thursday, October 1, 2020, at Heritage
Specialty Care in Cedar Rapids surrounded by his family. Alan was a COVID-19 survivor.
The family will greet friends from 12-2 p.m. on Sunday, October 11, 2020, at the Legacy
Center at Murdoch-Linwood in Cedar Rapids. A Memorial Service will follow at 2 p.m. on
Sunday at the Legacy Center at Murdoch-Linwood. All guests are respectfully requested
to wear a mask and practice social distancing. A livestream of the funeral service may be
accessed on the funeral home website tribute page for Alan, under “photos and videos or
media,” starting at 2 p.m. on Sunday, October 11, 2020.
Alan was born on July 31, 1951, in Ottumwa, Iowa, the son of Wilbur and Mildred (Banks)
Rash. He graduated from Ottumwa High School and Indian Hills Community College. Alan
served in the United States Navy from 1972-1975 during the Vietnam War. He was united
in marriage to Terry Frenchick on June 23, 1984, at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Iowa
City. Alan worked for Wahl and Wahl which later became Waltek. He retired in 2010. Alan
was a member of the Izaak Walton League, and a lifetime member of AAA and VFW Post
#788. He was an avid hunter and a crappie and walleye fisherman. Alan enjoyed annual
trips to the Seventh Crow Wing Lake in Minnesota with his family. He loved pheasant
hunting with his chocolate labs, Abbey and Hershey. Above all else, he loved being
Grandpa.
Survivors include his wife, Terry Rash; children, Eric (Kristina) Rash and Nicole (Justin)
McDowell; grandchildren, Evelyn and Scarlette; brother, Roy (Jeanne) Rash; sisters, Mary
(Frank) Barrett and Sharon Rash; and sister-in-law, Dianne Rash.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Wilbur and Mildred Rash; and brother, Tony
Rash.
Memorials may be directed to VFW Post #788, 3240 Southgate Place SW, Cedar Rapids,
Iowa 52404.

Events
OCT
11

Visitation

12:00PM - 02:00PM

Legacy Center at Murdoch-Linwood
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

OCT
11

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Legacy Center at Murdoch-Linwood
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 07, 2020 at 12:33 PM

“

Love Roy and Jeanne purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Alan C Rash.

Love Roy and Jeanne - October 11, 2020 at 03:41 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 11, 2020 at 03:37 PM

“

117 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 09, 2020 at 03:22 PM

“

I remember you as a very kind person from my childhood. I also remember the
squirrels in your kitchen sink that you had caught and we had them for dinner. You
told me it tasted like chicken to get me to try it. I know you are now an angel for
many.
Love,
Leanna (Rollins) Heese - Celia's daughter

Leanna Heese - October 09, 2020 at 02:11 PM

“

Leanna, Al and I spent a lot of time at your parents (Frank and Celia) house, playing board
games, etc. Wonderful memories.
Donald Riddle - October 09, 2020 at 02:25 PM

“

42 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 07, 2020 at 12:21 PM

“

I lived in Cedar Rapids from 1978 to 1983. Throughout that time Al and i were tight.
He was one of the best friends i ever had. Never at a loss for words and with an
outlook that seemed to cover every situation. Over the years since leaving Iowa I
have never ceased to think about him and his crazy sense of humor. We had tons of
fun and laughs in those years. It saddens me to think of the problems he had toward
the end and breaks my heart to think of him gone. A great guy for the ages.

John Kapp - October 07, 2020 at 11:29 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Alan C Rash.

October 06, 2020 at 08:11 PM

“

DONALD RIDDLE is following this tribute.

DONALD RIDDLE - October 04, 2020 at 03:19 PM

“

Don and Kathy Riddle purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Alan C
Rash.

Don and Kathy Riddle - October 03, 2020 at 09:17 PM

“

Al was my best friend in high school (class of 69 at Ottumwa HS), and we would
"scoop the loop" endlessly in his 55 Chevy (the front seat was held in place with a
coat hanger). When his 55 wasn't running, we would "borrow" his Mom's Chevy
Nova, and continue to "scoop". Al was a great mechanic and would spend a fortune
beefing up the engine, installing rear end lift kits and eventually saved up for a Hurst
shifter, but that coat hanger never did get replaced, and continued to hold in the front
seat until we went into the Navy. When he would "stomp" it, we would have to grab
hold of the dash to keep from ending up on our backs, looking at the headliner. When
we both had dates on the weekend, we would meet afterword at the "EAT GAS"
Station/cafe on hwy 34 east, play the juke box at our booth and compare notes about
the girls we had been out with. We attended Ottumwa Heights college together and
in June 1970, we joined the Navy together on the "buddy program". We went through
13 weeks of Navy boot camp, both of us looking out for each other, talking about
home every chance we got. Al always looked out for me in boot camp, he was like
that, always watching out for his friends and family. After boot camp, Al was stationed
at Mare Island, California, attending Navy Data Systems School. I was stationed at
Treasure Island, San Francisco, and I would make the 30 mile ride on my motorcycle
from San Fran to Mare Island every weekend, so we could hang out. I COULD HAVE
NEVER HOPED FOR A BETTER FRIEND IN THE WORLD. In June 1973, Al was
best man at my wedding, and he put on quite a bachelor party the night before. Al
loved a good party! He must have been good luck for us, as we are still married to
this day. Regretfully, we lost touch over the years, I guess life got in the way, but I
never forgot him. Ironically, just last week, I told my wife Kathy, that I wanted to call
"Big Al" (as he was known in high school) to see how he's doing, but I put it off,
thinking "I'll do it tomorrow". Another lesson learned, and I cried when I heard of his
passing. Al will be missed by all who knew him. Al will always be remembered by me
as the best friend I have ever had. My deepest sympathy to all of his family.

DONALD RIDDLE - October 03, 2020 at 09:01 PM

“

Sending sincere sympathy to Alan Rash’s family. Very sorry for your loss. We will
always have our memories of Alan to cherish. I got to see him smile when I brought
him KFC dinners and a Pepsi. He always was so thankful for it and I enjoyed doing it
for him. My prayers are with you all in this difficult time.

Alanda Bentrim - October 03, 2020 at 08:17 PM

“

We are saddened to hear of Alan's passing. My heart goes out to Terry, Eric and Nicole. I'm
so sorry for your loss. He was a sweet, caring, fun loving person.
My memories are from the past when Alan was married to my sister, Patti, and of their sons
Dana and Nathan. My daughters, Leanna and Rachel were flower girls at their wedding.
Alan and Patti were so homesick when stationed at Treasure Island, CA our family of five
flew standby to spend Thanksgiving with them. Lesson learned - don't fly standby over a
holiday. It's quit a story.
The craziest thing we did was when we visited them while stationed in Albany, GA. - for the
weekend we drove to Disney World - 7 of us in an Opal Cadet. Spent all day at Disney
World from open to close then drove back to GA. That was an experience I'll never forget.
When Alan received his medical discharge from the navy (due to hand injury) and returned
home to Ottumwa they lived with us for 6 weeks. It was great.
So many wonderful memories.
Thank you Don Riddle. I enjoyed reading your memories of Alan - helped me to recall
mine.
Sincerely you are in my heart and prayers,
Celia & Frank Rollins
2712 S. Hillsboro Ave.
Springfield MO 65804
Celia Rollins - October 11, 2020 at 07:38 AM

