Anthony 'Tony' Paul Balik
August 13, 1943 - July 4, 2022

Anthony “Tony” Paul Balik regained his freedom and entered the gates of Heaven on July
4, 2022. Visitation will be held from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. on Friday, July 8, 2022, at St. Ludmila
Catholic Church in Cedar Rapids. Funeral Mass will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday,
July 9, 2022, at St. Wenceslaus Church in Spillville, Iowa. Father Kenneth J. Glaser will
officiate. Burial will be held in the church cemetery. Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home &
Cremation Service in Cedar Rapids is assisting the family.
Tony was born on August 13, 1943, to Robert and Helen Balik in Decorah, Iowa and grew
up in Spillville, Iowa. He graduated from South Winneshiek Community High School in
1961. Days after his graduation, he suffered a farming accident that left him blind. With
much determination, he learned, and eventually mastered, the skills necessary for his new
way of life at the Department for the Blind Rehabilitation Center in Des Moines. Tony went
on to graduate from Loras College with a degree in Sociology. He was a member of Alpha
Phi Beta and received the distinguished Key Award for service to campus and community.
Tony and Mary Magner were married in 1966 and are the parents of four children. They
later divorced.
On January 5, 1980, he and Jane Hanna were married and combined their two families.
They were married for 41 years before Jane’s passing on March 1, 2021.
Tony worked for the Iowa Department of Human Services as a social worker in the Child
and Adult Protective Services in both Cedar Rapids and Marshalltown over the next 37
years. He served on the Child Abuse Prevention Service Board, the Marshall County Drug
Task Force, and the Social Justice Committee. Tony was a member of St. Henry’s Catholic
Church in Marshalltown and St. Ludmila Catholic Church in Cedar Rapids. He was also
active in the Salvation Army, House of Compassion, a past president of Kiwanis Club in
Marshalltown and a charter member of Hi-CREW in Cedar Rapids.
In January 2009, Tony briefly regained the gift of sight through artificial cornea procedure
completed by doctors at the University of Iowa. This allowed him to see for the first time in

40 years. The procedure lasted three years. Tony’s hobbies included woodworking,
fishing, pottery, cooking, camping, playing cards, listening to St. Louis Cardinals and Iowa
Hawkeye games, and socializing.
Tony is survived by his daughters, Annette (Andrew) Clements and Sara (Rob) Scott;
sons, Peter Balik (Carmen Anderson) and Jeremiah Balik; stepchildren, Robert Justin
(Dawn) Hanna and Christina Sorsen; grandchildren, Allison, Megan, and Mitchell
Clements, Issac, Olivia, and Trevor Scott, Michelle, Ranger and Ben Hanna, and Logan
and Brenden Sorsen; siblings, Robert Jr. (Cathy) Balik, Kay Lowe, Joan Balik, Ruth (Tom)
Bernetz, David Balik, Mary Balik, Mark Balik, Steve (Terri) Balik, and Lynn Balik; along
with many nieces, nephews and friends.
He was proceeded in death by his parents, Robert and Helen Balik; wife, Jane; and
brother, Jerry Balik.
Although Tony lost his sight, he persevered through many adversities and challenges. He
remained independent, creative, and positive throughout his life on earth. He was a true
inspiration to all who knew him.
Thank you to the Meth-Wick and Sodexo staffs, University of Iowa Eye Clinic, and
Hospice.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Kiwanis Clubs of Marshalltown or
Hiawatha or Friends of the Library for the Blind & Physically Handicapped.

Previous Events
Visitation
JUL 8. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)
St. Ludmila Catholic Church
211 21st Ave SW
Cedar Rapids, IA

Funeral Mass
JUL 9. 10:00 AM (CT)
St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church - Spillville, Iowa
207 Church Street
Spillville, IA 52168

Tribute Wall

JB

Tony did not respond to my last couple emails, so now learn here that Tony has
moved on. To his family and friends, just a note to say how much I appreciated
my years with Tony at Loras, including a year as roommates and playing cards
late into the night. Living in Oregon, I only saw Tony once a year or so, but we
continued emails, always enjoying sports talk. Will so miss Tony's take on all
matters, and our life long friendship. Jerry Balk, Waucoma
Jerry Balk - August 25 at 07:21 PM

JB

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jeremiah William Balik - July 07 at 06:31 PM

EM

First of all my prayers, thoughts, and sympathies to Tony's family. I have many
memories of Tony from a variety of places. I first met Tony when I worked as a
Public Health Nurse in Marshall County and would make Child Abuse Reports.
He would always be the one that would look at all sides of the issue and basically
bring me back down from being upset. He was just good at being someone I
could bounce ideas off from and he would be more objective about the situations
and bring up things that of course, I had never thought of.
Sometimes I would get upset and say, come on Tony what is really going on
there! He would say, I will tell you when I can. It was great having him in that role
because I trusted him. I hope you will be able to hear from some of his social
workers because I bet they would have loads of stories to tell you!! Then again,
maybe those stories would make your hair curl!! Another place I worked with Tony
a lot was the House of Compassion. He asked if I wanted to be on the board of
what they called the Shelter team. Innocently I said I would be willing to do that,
not knowing what it entailed. He said it is a working board and we were. We each
had to open the Homeless Shelter 2-3 times at least every month and help the
volunteers for the night. It was a lot of work, but overall it stretched me a lot, and
again appreciated all the guidance he brought to that board. The other place I
worked with Tony a lot was the Social Justice Committee at St Henry's Church in
Marshalltown. He and Irv were the leaders and again I especially appreciated
Tony's attitude and foresight he had for that committee. I know his influence has
had lasting effects on that committee and many of the people and agencies the
committee has helped over the years. We loved Jane too and their devotion to
each other. One other thing, I remember, after they moved to Cedar Rapids Tony
got his sight back. He came to Marshalltown for something and he came up to me
and said "Hi Elly" I couldn't believe how he knew that was me but he said he
knew by my voice. I was then so sad when I heard he had lost his vision again.
Wow just again so impressed that he kept going. The last time I saw him was
when he came over for Father Tom's visitation. It was great seeing him again.
Well sorry for going on so much but Tony is just one of those people who had a
big positive impact on me over the years. Again sympathies and prayers to all of
you.
Elly Mack
Elly Mack - July 07 at 12:15 PM



Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Anthony
'Tony' Paul Balik.

July 06 at 08:48 PM



Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Anthony
'Tony' Paul Balik.

July 06 at 08:43 PM

PM

To all the children, grandchildren, siblings, cousins and other relatives and friends
of Tony Balik. Tony was a cousin, a great friend and perhaps more than anything
else, a great inspiration to myself and Carolyn and just about anyone who knew
him.
Twice in my life, I have sat in the passenger side of an automobile…while Tony
Balik was driving. Both times were exciting and memorable experiences. I will
explain the second time first.
It was 2010 and, through the miracle of eye surgery, Tony was given back his
eyesight after nearly 50 years of blindness. We were on one of our return trips to
Cedar Rapids from our home in Australia. We called Tony, as we always did, and
scheduled a lunch together with himself and Jane and Carolyn and myself. At this
time Tony had 20-20 vision and he demanded that he do the driving. He did and
he was obviously proud to be able to drive a vehicle, tour the city and take us to
lunch. He had only recently received his driver’s license after nearly a lifetime of
blindness.
I remember getting in the passenger side and asking him if he remembered the
last time he had driven me around. He laughed and said, “of course…how could I
forget”.
Now , I’ll tell you about the first time Tony had taken the wheel and chauffeured
me around. It was in the late seventies. Both of us and our families were living in
Cedar Rapids and I had a Corvette. I was also a member of the Corvette Club of
Cedar Rapids. The club was an active group holding shows, rallies and events
regularly. One weekend they had a race planned in a large parking lot with a
course set out using large orange traffic cones. Now the race was going to be a
bit different. The rules were that each Corvette had to have two people, one the
driver and the other the navigator. The reason there was a need for a navigator
was because the driver was to be blind folded.
Well, with Tony, we didn’t need a blindfold, and this was, in my mind, the perfect
chance for me to show off my navigating skills and for Tony to display his driving
skills. I had never navigated, and Tony hadn’t driven for 20 years.
Our practice lap was a disaster. We hit half the cones, but that didn’t discourage
us. Fortunately, it wasn’t a race with lots of cars in it, rather each car racing
individually against the clock.
When it came time for the race, Tony put the pedal to the metal, and I guided him
through curves and down the straights and we showed all the other corvette
teams just what a real blind man was capable of. We easily won the race, and I
have the trophy to prove it. Better than that, I have the memories.
Paul Murray

Paul Murray - July 06 at 06:32 PM

KS

Condolences to Tony’s family .. kay donlan strand
kay strand - July 06 at 06:44 PM

KS

Condolences to Tony’s family
kay strand - July 06 at 06:45 PM

RO

What an inspiration Tony was! I was in Hi-Crew Kiwanis with him and enjoyed his
companionship. Rest In Peace Tony!
Rod - July 06 at 09:54 PM

LB

What a great story Paul! Thanks for sharing!
Lynn Balik - July 08 at 10:36 AM

SB

Thinking about your family during this time. Prayers to you
all!

Steve Bair - July 06 at 02:01 PM



Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Anthony
'Tony' Paul Balik.

July 06 at 12:23 PM

AM

I always enjoyed visiting with Tony at family reunions. I admired him so much for
the way he didn’t let his blindness interfere with living a full life and his many
accomplishments Anne Murray
Anne Murray - July 06 at 11:31 AM

MF

Met Tony in the mid 60's at the Blind Commission. Took my dad down there as in
hs I was a wrestler, dad talked me into a meet and greet Tony on the mat, I was
well under his weight limit, but we enjoyed it. Over the years have read up on
Tony. Dad and Tony visited much while at the Commission. He is able to see us
all now that our Lord has taken him home.
Mark Frank - July 06 at 10:15 AM

PM

I have fond and positive memories of my 1st cousin, Tony Balik. He was always
so friendly and outgoing one couldn't help but admire and be drawn
to his gregarious personality. He overcame major challenges to graduate
from Loras College and become a successful Social Worker for the State of Iowa.
I am sure he helped countless people throughout his career.
Rest in Peace, Tony.
Patrick L Murray
Chicago, Illinois
Patrick L Murray - July 06 at 01:47 AM

JE

So very sorry for the loss of your father. We are never ready to lose anyone we
love and there will be a hole in your lives that cannot be filled by anyone else. I
hope you have many good memories that bring a smile to your face when you
think about him. He is with God and Heaven is better than any words we have to
describe it. Prayers to all who loved him that you know he is at peace now.
Janet Erickson - July 05 at 10:55 PM

