Anthony "Tony" Joseph Pantini Jr.
February 16, 1937 - September 4, 2021

Anthony “Tony” Joseph Pantini, Jr., 84, of Marion, Iowa, passed away on Saturday,
September 4, 2021, at Linn Manor in Marion. The family will greet friends from 4 to 7 p.m.
on Friday, September 10, 2021, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Marion.
A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, September 11, 2021, at First
Presbyterian Church in Marion, conducted by Pastor Jim Langley. A livestream of the
funeral service may be accessed on the funeral home website tribute page for Tony under
“photos and videos” starting at 11 a.m. on Saturday. Inurnment will take place at a later
date at Oak Shade Cemetery in Marion. The family requests that those in attendance
wear casual attire to the visitation and funeral service. All guests are respectfully
requested to wear a face mask and practice social distancing.
Tony was born on February 16, 1937, in Roselle Park, New Jersey, the son of Anthony
Joseph, Sr. and Wanda (Rezmerski) Pantini. He was a 1954 graduate of Roselle Park
High School and went on to receive his bachelor’s degree in education at Delta State
University. Tony served honorably in the United States Army. On August 18, 1962, Tony
was united in marriage to Shirley Mae Post. He was a member of First Presbyterian
Church and the Delta State University Alumni Association. Tony taught for Jonathon
Dayton High School in Springfield, New Jersey, from 1964 to 1967. He worked for Collins
Radio from 1968 to 1973, taught at Norway Community Schools in 1973, then at Marion
Independent School District from 1974 to 1999.
Tony is survived and lovingly remembered his four children, Andrew Pantini of Marion,
Amy (Dwight) Hubbard of San Jose, California, Wayne (Deb) Pantini of Creston, Iowa, and
T.J. Pantini of Cedar Rapids; two grandchildren, Sydney and Emma Pantini of Creston;
and his beloved pets, Mickey and Minnie.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Anthony and Wanda Pantini; wife, Shirley
Pantini on March 11, 2021; brother, Jim Pantini; and daughter-in-law, Lorilynne Pantini.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the First Presbyterian Church in Marion.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 07, 2021 at 01:38 PM

“
“

Sorry for ur loss. I was one of his students in the early 90s at Marion.
Janet Butterfield (Wilcox) - September 08, 2021 at 01:04 AM

My condolences to your family. I had Tony for school in the mid 90's. He was a kind and
caring man. My grandparents Helen and Clarence Lasho spent time with him and that's
where I got to know him personally. Words cannot express how my heart feels. He will be
greatly missed.
Nick Cox - September 08, 2021 at 01:19 AM

“

Always have and always will call him Coach. Thinking of him always makes me smile. He
and Shirley always caught me up with their Christmas cards. I was able to have lunch with
them in California when I lived there and they visited. He will be missed. My condolences to
your family.
Paula Pitzen - September 09, 2021 at 08:34 PM

“

Mickey Beam and I served with Tony in US Army Intelligence. We may have played a little
basketball and drank a bit of beer in Germany together. We extend our deepest sympathies
to the family for both Tony and Shirley. We loved them both and have many wonderful
memories. ~Love, Walt McRae and Mickey Beam
Sharon - December 16, 2021 at 07:14 PM

“

Dearest Andrew, Amy, Wayne, and TJ,
I just learned that your father passed away last September. I am so very sorry to hear
this. He was a wonderful person--patient, caring, and with a great sense of humor. I
was a young exchange student from Spain at Marion High School many years ago
and both of your parents helped me assimilate to this new place and become part of
the community in Marion. They supported me academically and personally. We kept
in touch regularly for decades and they even welcomed me back to Iowa on later
visits to the states. Their kindness made a lasting impression on me that I carry with
me still many decades later. I send you my deepest condolences and best wishes to
you and your families.
Macarena Alonso
Marion High School Exchange Student 1969-70

Macarena Alonso - March 28 at 12:04 PM

“

I worked with your aunt Peg, Also I had your dad as a teacher at J.D.H.H Springfield
. He did leave many lasting impressions on me. He was fair and funny. Very sorry for
your loss may the Lord give you peace and comfort at this time.
Albert D'Angelo.

Albert D'Angelo - September 14, 2021 at 11:48 AM

“

I was very saddened to read of Mr. Pantini’s death! The last time I saw him was at
your mother’s death. They were a wonderful couple and I’m sure it was hard for him
without her. I was privileged to have them as patients and friends. Please accept my
deepest sympathy.
Dr. John Wollner

John Wollner - September 14, 2021 at 08:16 AM

“

TO THE PANTINI FAMILY AND FRIENDS...It was an honor to know Tony and
Shirley, we got to know them through the adoption support group, wonderful people
who loved teaching young people, had a passion for teaching and loved their kids
and family first.. Always a smile and friendly how are you doing whenever they saw
you out and about.
Tony and Shirley are a great loss to all who knew them. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you.
Mary and Gene Stadtmiller

MARY AND GENE STADTMILLER - September 11, 2021 at 02:26 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 11, 2021 at 02:13 PM

“

Mr. Pantini, (hard to call him Tony) was always one of my favorite teachers. He made
learning fun and while we knew when we needed to get to down to business, he
approached teaching in an interactive manner that was just in its simplest terms,
"fun". He had a passion for history and I believe that is where my interest in history
came from as well. He was not only a good teacher, but he was a genuine friend.
Whenever I saw him out and about, I was always greeted with a smile, handshake
and a "how ya doin'?" Will definitely miss him. My thoughts and prayers are with
Andy and the rest of the family.
Ron Knapp: Class of 84

Ron Knapp - September 10, 2021 at 05:42 PM

“

Love, Pam, Zach and Chris purchased the Pretty Please for the family of Anthony
"Tony" Joseph Pantini Jr..

Christine Smith - September 10, 2021 at 03:41 PM

“

It was always a great day when Shirley and Tony came into the Marion Post Office.
They were both members of my “customer hall of fame”. It was a pleasure to serve
them. They both knew I appreciated them. Forrest Meyer

Forrest - September 09, 2021 at 10:50 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Anthony "Tony" Joseph
Pantini Jr..

September 09, 2021 at 03:47 PM

“

Jurine Borton Moore lit a candle in memory of Anthony "Tony" Joseph Pantini Jr.

Jurine Borton Moore - September 09, 2021 at 12:44 PM

“

To the family and friends of Tony,
Tony and Shirley were a unique couple, so dedicated to the promotion of academics
and the activities that promoted development of the individual. I was so pleased
when we finally got girls athletics in Marion - after such a long struggle and the first
difficult year, Tony and Jean Hammill were placed at the helm of our Marion Girls
Basketball Team. To me that was such a relief, knowing the program was in good
hands and it was finally going to be successful. As with anything it was always a
pleasure to see and talk to the Pantini's, now, may they RIP together again! My
heart, thoughts, and prayers are with you all, during this time of closure. Until we
meet again, God's Peace be with you, Jurine Moore, Vernon Jr Hi 1964-'76

Jurine Borton Moore - September 09, 2021 at 12:42 PM

“

Mr. Pantini was my basketball coach in 1975-1976. I had moved to Marion with my
father in my senior year of school. Both Mr. and Mrs. Pantini were there for me, to
make the transition to a new school easier. Mr. Pantini never pushed me too hard but
clearly motivated me to do better. He will always be in my thoughts and prayers.

Ann Frasher - September 08, 2021 at 11:02 AM

“

Tony's family. It was my pleasure to work with Tony at Marion High School. He was a
great teacher and a good person. He had a positive impact on so many students and
fellow educators. I always appreciated his ready smile, and his right on observations.
I join with you in celebrating his life. He was an educator in every sense of the word.
Willliam C. Jacobson Marion Superintendent

William Jacobson - September 08, 2021 at 09:15 AM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Anthony "Tony" Joseph Pantini
Jr..

September 07, 2021 at 08:04 PM

“

64 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 07, 2021 at 01:06 PM

“

So sorry for your loss...he taught our kids and was always so nice to talk to. Carolyn
Raymond.

Carolyn Raymond - September 06, 2021 at 06:39 PM

“

Andy & Family,
Please accept my condolences on the loss of your Dad. It was a wonderful man, and
a fabulous teacher. He contributed a lot to our community. He will be sorely missed!
Best,
Carol J. Kirkley

Carol J. Kirkley - September 06, 2021 at 06:29 PM

“

It was a pleasure to work with Tony on the 8th grade team when it was at Marion
H.S. in the early 90s. He was always friendly, hard-working, and clearly cared for his
students. He and Verne Vaske provided the comedy at our team meetings, just what
was needed in a stressful day. He touched many students' lives, and I am glad I
knew him.

Bonnie Dodge - September 06, 2021 at 10:46 AM

“

Loved the guy! A favorite Marion High School teacher of my daughters. I got a kick
out of him and John from Marion Square Gardens when they were together, two
"paisans".

Lynn Baumert - September 05, 2021 at 06:31 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Anthony "Tony" Joseph Pantini Jr..

September 05, 2021 at 03:36 PM

