Arthur Lynn Svaldi
May 17, 1938 - December 12, 2020

Arthur Lynn Svaldi, 82, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and formerly of Manchester, Iowa, was
quietly drawn home to the Light on December 12, 2020. A private family entombment will
be in the Linwood Mausoleum, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Lynn was born May 17, 1938, in Manchester, Iowa, the son of Arthur Svaldi, Jr. and Verna
L. (Michener) Svaldi. He was a proud member of the “Tough As Nails, Hard As Bricks
Manchester Class of 56.” On June 11, 1960, Lynn was united in marriage to Trudee J.
Schmitt at First Lutheran Church in Manchester. He worked at Collins Radio in Cedar
Rapids before becoming a machinist and owner/operator of Standard Auto Parts, Inc. in
Manchester for over 30 years, a business owned by the Svaldi family since 1935.
He cherished the love and laughter of family and friends and lived for a good (and often
inappropriate) joke. A true servant, he was known to always help others and cherished his
time as a small business owner. Over the years, he enjoyed spending time outdoors,
served on the Good Neighbor Home Society board, various church activities and the
Manchester Bowling League. Despite battling Parkinson’s for nearly 20 years, he kept his
sense of humor.
Lynn leaves behind his daughter, Elaina (Michael) Kempin of Cedar Rapids;
granddaughter, Rachel Fortman of Broomfield, Colorado; brother-in-law, David Carter of
Cedar Rapids; sister-in-law, Joyce Queen of Soldier, Iowa; and many nieces, nephews
and dear friends.
He has been reunited with the love of his life of 53 years, Trudee Jane; his parents, Arthur
and Verna Svaldi; sister, Sylvia A. Carter; brothers-in-law, David “Michael” Schmitt and
Norman Queen; and many other family members and close friends.
The family would like to thank the entire staff at the Gardens of Cedar Rapids for their love
and amazing care of Lynn the past three years. In lieu of flowers, they request memorials
be directed to the Cedar Rapids Metro Parkinson’s Association.

Cemetery
Linwood Mausoleum
520 Wilson Ave SW
Cedar Rapids, IA, 52404

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 14, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“
“

“

Such a lovely tribute. He was a gem.
Donna Durey Kunde - December 14, 2020 at 08:47 PM

Awe

He was such a sweetheart. He will sure be missed

alyssa sackett - December 14, 2020 at 10:28 PM

Elaina, so sorry to hear of Lynn's death. I am one of the remaining classmates of the
class of '56 from Manchester High School. I knew that his health had not been good
as someone reported at our 60th class reunion in 2016 but did not know he was a
victim of Parkinson's. I remember Lynn for his great sense of humor and positive
outlook. Our original class of about 75 is getting smaller every year!
Bill Holtz
Cedar Rapids

Bill Holtz - December 16, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

Lynn. What a character. .......I met Elaina when I was only 3 years old. Met in Sunday
School at First Lutheran Church; a dear friendship that has stood the test of time. It
was through this friendship, that I also had the good fortune to not only meet, but
spend countless numbers of hours with her parents. Without a doubt, both Lynn and
Trudee were an integral part of my growing up years. Simply an amazing family. Lynn
and Trudee were exceptional people, full of love, charity, faith. Their personalities
were infectious; Lynn never missed an opportunity for a funny; if you left the door
open, you’d better watch out. Lynn was always smiling, happy, funny, and welcoming.
I can picture them now, dancing away, and looking over you, Elaina, beaming with
joy and ever so proud of the woman you have become. Your parents live on through
you; your expressions and your mannerisms are your mom, through and through.
Your ability to strike up a conversation and tell a joke at a moments notice? That’s
your dad. But most of all they gave your those incredible gifts....love, charity and
faith. May you keep them always close to your heart and never forget how very much
you are loved. L

Laura - December 15, 2020 at 10:11 PM

“

I used to go to the parts store with my Dad in the 1960s. Art always called ne "Suzy
Q" and gave me a lollipop. I loved sitting at the counter and having a conversation
with him.

Deb Sabin Killoren - December 15, 2020 at 09:42 AM

“

55 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 14, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

I'm sorry I didn't get to hear any of his famous jokes, but I remember him as a very
kind man. I am so sorry, 'Lainie and Rachie! Wish I could give you big, safe hugs.
Love always

Lisa Hannon - December 14, 2020 at 05:16 PM

“

Always enjoyed going into the store.lynn was always chewing gum.always willing to
talk with you.he did a fantastic job on things you needed fixed.our thoughts go out his
family.from the cassel family

Mark cassel - December 14, 2020 at 04:35 PM

“

Growing up when we heard Svaldi's were coming to play cards we knew it was going
to get loud in the house that night. Dad was a serious guy but when he got with Lynn
they acted like goofy teenagers. I always had a huge amount of respect for Lynn as
he was a great business man and a great all around person as well. He just had a
way of putting a smile on anyone's face he met. Sorry for your loss Elaina, I know
how you feel but I know Lynn and dad are having some serious fun up above:)

Jeff State - December 14, 2020 at 12:52 PM

“

Lynn and his family have been exemplary community members and good friends to
many people over the years in Manchester. Lynn was a generous and kind-heated
person with a persistent smile and a likable temperament. The world needs more
people like him. Hope he sends us some. Dave and Rita Dudley

Rita Dudley - December 14, 2020 at 08:44 AM

“

So sorry to hear. He was such a thoughtful and caring man. I'm blessed to have met
him and his awesome daughter Elaine. He will be missed. My thoughts and prayers
are with you and your family
Jennifer (PCI)

Jennifer - December 13, 2020 at 08:32 PM

“

Thank you to you and Dr for your caring and great compassion you showed Dad. You are
amazing!!!
Elaina Svaldi Kempin - December 14, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

Our sympathy and condolences. What a great guy he was. Such a fun sense of
humor. Larry & Sandy Swanson

SandyS - December 13, 2020 at 04:19 PM

