Barbara Jean Sherman
December 20, 1934 - July 14, 2020

Barbara Jean Sherman, 85, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, went to be with her Lord on Tuesday,
July 14, at 1:11 a.m. at Mercy Hospital, following a short but fierce battle with COVID-19.
Visitation will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 19, 2020, at MurdochLinwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cedar Rapids. Funeral Service will follow at
10:30 a.m. on Monday, July 20, 2020, at the funeral home. Burial: Czech National
Cemetery, Cedar Rapids. The family requests that all in attendance wear a mask and
respect social distancing guidelines due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Livestream link: https://youtu.be/7wWACxYmOwA
Barbara was born December 20, 1934, in Urbana, Iowa, oldest of four children and only
daughter of Merle and Laura (Palmer) Grimm. She was united in marriage with Jerome
George Sherman on June 4, 1955, in Fairbanks, Alaska, and has lived in Iowa most of her
life.
She was a loving and caring mother of five sons, very active and involved in their PTA
organization, even served as a president for a time. She loved music and singing and
ingrained this love into her sons. She volunteered at the Czech Museum for many years
and was one of the tour guides there when three Presidents - Bill Clinton, Vaclav Havel
from the Czech Republic and Michal Kovac from Slovakia visited in 1995.
Barbara loved spending time with her family and was always the heart and soul of all the
family gatherings. Her favorite pastimes were bowling (she was involved in the senior
league as a member of 'Golden Girls' team till March 2020), and going to casinos, where
she always took it with good humor whether she won or lost.
She was preceded in death by her beloved husband of 52 years, Jerome; by her parents,
and by two brothers Larry and Edward Grimm.
Left behind and grieving are her sons, Jerome III Sherman of Cedar Rapids; Joseph

(Alexandra) Sherman of Requiao, Portugal; Peter (Radka) Sherman of Cedar Rapids;
Edward Sherman of Cedar Rapids; and Robert Sherman of Ely, Iowa; eleven
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren: Jessica Sherman, Michelle (Mark) Campbell
and Addie, Jacob and Hannah; Joshua (Amber) Sherman and Jack; Zach (Courtney)
Sherman and Lucas and Caleb; Sarah Sherman, Barbara Isabel Sherman, PetraElizabeth Grace Sherman, Alexander Jerome Sherman, Hailey Sherman, Janie Sherman
and Jenna Sherman; brother Merle (Georgene) Grimm; and numerous nephews, nieces
and many friends.
Memorials may be directed to the family.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - July 17, 2020 at 04:59 PM

“

I remember Barb from the Czech Museum and being a tireless worker. But always so
friendly and nice. Sorry for her loss. Sympathy to the family. Diane Krejci

Diane Krejci - July 21, 2020 at 10:48 AM

“

Julie Ann Surmaitis purchased the Cross Wind Chime - Bronze for the family of
Barbara Jean Sherman.

Julie Ann Surmaitis - July 20, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

I always remember Aunt Barbara as being very kind to me. She always made me
laugh and was always very thoughtful. I can remember a birthday as a young child,
Aunt Barb bought me a Cinderella wrist watch. This watch was my favorite watch into
adulthood until the band broke. I will always keep my fond memories of her close to
my heart. I love you Aunt Barb and Ihope that you rest in peace and enjoying a big
family reuniion in heaven with all of our family.
Love,
Julie Ann

Julia Burch - July 20, 2020 at 06:38 PM

“

Barbara’s was a life well-lived. Her legacy is evident in the lives of her sons and their
families. We were blessed to sit behind Peter and his family at Noelridge Church
many times. Their cheerful smiles always lifted us as we began worship. How we
love to hear them share the gift of music that Barbara has surely passed on to them.
Our hearts go out to your whole family.

Dick and Phyllis Moore - July 20, 2020 at 04:57 PM

“

Barb always had time for all of her son's friends. We have many fond memories of
her over the years. Her parting is a loss for us all. We will miss her.

Kyle and Shirley - July 20, 2020 at 08:50 AM

“

Garden Accent - Those we love don't go away... was purchased for the family of
Barbara Jean Sherman.

July 20, 2020 at 07:11 AM

“

In Memory - Angel Figurine, 9 in was purchased for the family of Barbara Jean
Sherman.

July 20, 2020 at 07:04 AM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - July 18, 2020 at 10:43 AM

“

Where do I begin...Sweet, Kind, Thoughtful, Funny, and Talented, all describe
Barbara Sherman. When you were with the Shermans at one of their massive get
togethers, Barb had a way of making you feel like you were one of the family. Barb
was always willing to accept a big hug and I often called her my second mom which
made her smile and laugh. She was proud of her boys musical abilities and went to
many of their performances. Barbs talents in the kitchen were amazing. She made
ALL food taste delicious, and to this day no can touch her Homemade Chicken and
Noodles.
Barb, has given me and those she has shared her life with numerous precious
memories.
She will always be loved and never forgotten!

Dave - July 17, 2020 at 11:55 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Barbara Jean Sherman.

July 17, 2020 at 05:48 PM

“

184 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - July 17, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

Sarah purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Barbara Jean Sherman.

Sarah - July 17, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

Mrs. Sherman was a wonderful person. I remember her back in the 70's when I was
friends with Joe and Pete. Prayers and condolences to her sons and their families.

PETE WYATT - July 17, 2020 at 12:18 AM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Barbara Jean Sherman.

July 16, 2020 at 09:28 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your loss.We were in school together and I would see her at
the museum. Last time was last August and we had a nice “visit” Evelyn Jones
Suchomel.

Evelyn Suchomel - July 16, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

I remember Barbara fondly. She was a valued and enthusiastic volunteer at the
Indian Creek Nature Center for several years. It always brightened our day to see
her, as she was always smiling and happy to be out in nature, while also helping out.
I'm so sorry Barbare is no longer with you physically, but her wonderful spirit lives on!
Nancy Lackner
Indian Creek Nature Center

Nancy Lackner - July 16, 2020 at 03:36 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Barbara Jean Sherman.

July 16, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

While teaching at Hayes Elementary I was fortunate to have three of the Sherman
boys at students. Mrs. Sherman will be remembered as a loving mother who was
very involved with her boys and their teachers. She was supportive in many ways,
including being a home room mother.
I was sorry to hear of her death due to the COVID-19 virus.
My sympathies to the family,
Diane (Schantz, Estes ) Olsen

Diane Olsen - July 16, 2020 at 11:56 AM

“

I worked with Barbara in PTA at Grant and Wilson schools. I remember her as a very
hard worker and very nice person. The boys all went to school with my children. So
sorry for your loss especially at this time. Lois Vecerka Hynek children Sue, Lori, Jim
and Mary.

Lois Hynek - July 16, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

May you take comfort in the sweet memories you have of your mother. Barbara was
ahead of me in Urbana HIgh School so we weren't close friends, but I always
remember her as a smiling, caring girl. We reconnected at Lancer Lanes when I took
up bowling in the senior league (where Ray had been bowling for years}. It was good
to see her continue to bowl when her eye sight worsened and she took it all in good
humor, although it was obvious when it was strike. I'll always remember how her
team mates helped her with such compassion.
My maiden name was Nancy Roll. I was married to Bill Wendel until his death in Mar
2011. Ray and Nancy Brecht

Ray & Nancy Brecht - July 16, 2020 at 11:13 AM

“

Barbara was a beautiful lady and I never saw her without a smile on her face. We are
so sorry to hear this news and are sending many prayers and hugs to all her family
through this difficult time.

Carolyn Jacobs - July 16, 2020 at 11:05 AM

“

I am so very sorry for the loss of your mom! I know this will be a very difficult time
knowing how close all of you have always been with each other. My memories are of
spending every Sunday morning with your family before and after church. We also
went on some short family trips together and rang in several New Years together. I
always look back at those times with fond memories. In recent years, Barb was very
interested in knowing how my twin girls were doing. Again, I am sorry for your loss of
a great mom. My heart goes out to each of you!

Terri (Young) Coleman - July 16, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

Heaven has received a beautiful Angel to watch over us. Barb was my mentor early
on in my life. She planned my wedding 53 years ago. I knew I could always trust her
wisdom. What a wonderful person.

Theresa (Schade) Brandon - July 16, 2020 at 08:39 AM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Barb's passing. She was a lovely lady that always wore a
smile. Blessings to you all as you remember her life. Donna and Kellie Lala

Kellie Lala - July 16, 2020 at 08:39 AM

“

Our hearts are heavy for your loss. We were so sorry to read of the loss of Barbara!!
Please know you will be in our thoughts and prayers as you grieve for such a
precious part of your family.
Love,
Russ and Kathy

Russ and Kathy Telecky - July 15, 2020 at 10:51 PM

“

Glad I was able to see her celebrate her last birthday! Miss you Grandma

Sarah - July 15, 2020 at 02:38 PM

