Betty Ann Bilisoly
October 17, 1931 - September 25, 2021

Betty Ann Bilisoly, 89, of Walford, Iowa, died Saturday, September 25, 2021, at her home.
On Sunday, October 3, 2021, there will be a visitation from 2 - 6 p.m. at the Legacy Center
at Murdoch-Linwood, 520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids Iowa 52404.
A full funeral service and burial will be held in Denver, Colorado on October 9 at the
Fairmount Funeral Home, 430 S. Quebec Street, Denver, Colorado 80247. At the
Fairmount Funeral Home there will a visitation from 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. The funeral service
will follow at 1:30 p.m. Burial will take place at 2:30 p.m. immediately after the funeral
service at Fairmount Cemetery in Denver, Colorado. The funeral service in Denver will be
livestreamed. Please go to the Fairmount Funeral Home website for the link in Betty
Bilisoly's obituary.
Betty was born in Des Moines, to the family of Harry and Doris (Wilkins) Reeves, along
with her two brothers, Cliff and Ron. They were privileged to be raised in a Christian
family. Betty graduated from East High School in Des Moines. She worked for the Des
Moines School Board from 1949 – 1953. At an early age, she realized she was a sinner
and accepted the Lord Jesus as her personal Savior. When she was 22 years old, she
married Don Bilisoly from Denver, Colorado where they lived for 16 years and were
blessed with four children: Shirley, John, Becky, and Tom.
Don was alerted of an open door for the Gospel in Newfoundland, Canada in the 1960’s.
After making a couple trips there as a family, they moved to Corner Brook, Newfoundland
on July 1, 1970. Totally unknown to them, the Lord was also preparing the hearts of Cecil
and Marjorie Roossinck to move to Newfoundland after their marriage in August the same
summer. This proved to be a great encouragement to both families for fellowship in the
“new” land. The Lord gave Don a verse as a “springboard” to make this move. Zechariah
10:9 “And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries;
and they shall live with their children and turn again.” Though Don did do Gospel work, his
main thrust was toward Christ as the only true gathering center. He and Betty also had a
summer cottage for young people in the Corner Brook area. This move was a life-

changing event for each of the children in varying degrees. After high school, one-by-one
the children went back to the USA for employment, except Becky, who remained until she
married Dave VanHolstyn in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Within a few years, John married
Carmen Klassen of Washington state, Shirley married Dave Thurston of Iowa, and Tom
married Karry Labenne of California. During their years of living in Newfoundland, Don
and Betty traveled throughout the United States and Canada visiting assemblies of
believers to encourage and strengthen them. They also had the privilege of visiting
believers in other countries, including Egypt, Australia, England, and the West Indies.
Don went to be with his Lord in May of 2002. Betty stayed in Newfoundland until 2015,
when she moved back to the USA to Walford, Iowa to be near her daughter, Shirley, and
son-in-law, Dave.
Betty loved and valued these verses in Romans 8:37, 38-39 “…in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Survivors include her children, Shirley (Dave) Thurston of Walford, John (Carmen) Bilisoly
of Arvada, Colorado, Becky (Dave) VanHolstyn of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Tom
(Karry) Bilisoly of Hawaii; 14 grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren
She was preceded in death by her parents, Harry and Doris Reeves; husband, Don
Bilisoly; grandson, Mike VanHolstyn; granddaughter, Anna Lisa Bilisoly; and brothers, Cliff
and Ron Reeves.
Memorials may be directed to Bible Truth Publishers, P.O. Box 649, Addison, Illinois
60101, or to the family.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 06:00PM

Legacy Center at Murdoch-Linwood
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 30, 2021 at 10:29 AM

“

Wonderful video, beautiful memories to be cherished. OUR sincere condolences, Don and
Lin Swanson Walford
DON AND Lin Swanson - September 30, 2021 at 04:22 PM

“
“

Wonderful video. Such a special lady in service to her Lord!! Blessed to call her friend.
LaVonne Luck - October 02, 2021 at 04:25 PM

“We would go into a Newfoundland village, Don would gather up all the children, I would tell
them about the Lord Jesus and Betty would give them them candy, cookies and love.“. Al
Coleman
Al Coleman - October 04, 2021 at 01:05 PM

“
“

….And she would always hand out Sunday school papers to the children.
Al Coleman - October 04, 2021 at 01:12 PM

Before Don die he ask me to look after his Betty and now she with him lots love gave to me
and the family
Glenn Byrne - October 06, 2021 at 12:56 PM

“
“

Tomorrow we say good bye till we all meet again
Glenn Byrne - October 08, 2021 at 09:16 PM

Beautiful Video.....Your Mom was a beautiful lady inside and out...Lots of good time at
Massey drive cottage and her home in Curling...Always had a smile.
Helen Byrne - October 10, 2021 at 12:47 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Betty Ann Bilisoly.

October 05, 2021 at 03:41 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Betty Ann Bilisoly.

October 04, 2021 at 07:39 PM

“

"Grandma B" was such a beautiful person,always smiling,always thoughtful, always
kind. Our family were the recipients of many meals and treats and especially her
love. Our heartfelt condolences to all her family. We've been blessed to have known
her.
Much love and prayer
Derek and Pat Purchase and family

Derek Purchase - October 04, 2021 at 07:17 PM

“

Mrs. B impacted so many young people through their cottage work. I loved going to
the Bilisoly's camp every summer, as did so many. I remember a year or two where
they even slept some boys under the ping-pong table because so many wanted to
come to camp! Even as a self-absorbed teenager, I was impressed by Mrs. B's
cheerfulness and even enthusiasm in serving a group of rowdy, awkward teens. We
felt seen by her and valued.
Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering
the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith. Hebrews 13:7 (Darby) Mrs. B was a
leader among many sisters in Christ and an inspiration.

Michelle Renaud - October 04, 2021 at 05:12 PM

“

I remember being in Newfoundland sometime in the '70's and "babysitting" the four
young Bilisoly's during one of the coldest winter storms on record. And what a time
we had, what with no electricity - brrrr! Walked to Cecil and Marge's where it was
warmer because of the fireplace and wood cookstove, where we all survived. I loved
that crew! Betty was a "Jewell" in Newfoundland. She loved people, and it showed in
everything she did. Can't wait to see her in heaven! Joanne (Roossinck) Schneider

Joanne Schneider - October 04, 2021 at 11:36 AM

“

Betty was a great encouragement to me as a young person in Denver, when she and
Don visited us in Gresham and the special visit I had with her the Fall after Don went
to be with the Lord. She was a true servant. I know how much you will all miss her.
She radiated love to all around. Love to each of you. Lisette Sester Palmer

Lisette - October 02, 2021 at 02:57 AM

“

I vaguely remember Don and Betty but I know John their son who was kind,
understanding, patient, and a true example of love. I am sure that this was passed
from Betty to john. I experienced this as a young boy and am very thankful for Godly
women like Betty who passed their love of Jesus on through their children. Heaven is
our hope with our Savior and God!!!!

Clark Pedersen - October 01, 2021 at 02:57 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Betty Ann Bilisoly.

October 01, 2021 at 10:00 AM

“

Betty was a true woman of God. She reflected His light. She shined. She
SPARKLED. I always marveled at her beauty. And love seeing her mannerisms and
love now in her girls.

zebo ludvicek - September 30, 2021 at 12:06 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

zebo ludvicek - September 30, 2021 at 12:02 PM

“

Growing up in Des Moines, I have wonderful memories of Harry and Doris...I was
eight when Betty married Don, but even by then I thought of Betty as ALWAYS
SMILING and that is what comes to mind even now, when I think of her! I think most
people loved the entire Reeves family! Many happy memories for the 4 children, I'm
sure...and "the best is yet to come"
Becky (Gammell) Prost

Becky Prost - September 29, 2021 at 06:40 PM

“

Don and Betty would visit our home about every year and a half when we were
growing up. My bedroom was always the first on the list for any guest staying with us.
I remember with great delight as a child that after their visit, there would always be a
thank you note with a little something in it when they left. One time it was a beautiful
pearl shell comb and another time it was an odd fountain pen. Betty understood
children! When I grew up I adopted her gift ritual when I visit folks with children and
take over their bedroom. Thank you Betty!
Robert and I would like to offer our condolences to the family but more heartfelt
thanks to God and our Lord Jesus for the loan of Betty and her Christlike influence in
every action.
Keren & Robert Stepp

Keren Vedder Stepp - September 29, 2021 at 06:24 PM

“

49 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 29, 2021 at 12:47 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

joyce boulard - September 29, 2021 at 11:56 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

D - September 29, 2021 at 11:49 AM

“

Betty was a very dear lady. A great example. A shining testimony.
Love and prayers, Joyce & Norm Boulard

Joyce Boulard - September 29, 2021 at 11:38 AM

“

Jiss Spence, Tony & Anne, Gary & Naomi purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for
the family of Betty Ann Bilisoly.

Jiss Spence, Tony & Anne, Gary & Naomi - September 28, 2021 at 01:52 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Lori - September 28, 2021 at 12:18 PM

