Betty Naomi Conrad
December 9, 1925 - August 2, 2018

Betty N. Conrad, 92, of Manchester, Iowa passed away of natural causes, Thursday,
August 2, 2018. Visitation from 11:00 - 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 8, 2018, at the
Gospel Hall, Manchester, with Funeral Services to follow at 1:30 p.m. Burial: Oakland
Cemetery, Manchester. Arrangements with Bohnenkamp - Murdoch Funeral Home &
Cremation Service, Manchester.
Betty was born on a farm in rural Manchester on December 9, 1925, to Silas and Carrie
Smith. She lived a humble life through the Depression, helping with all the manual work on
the farm. She talked about milking six cows night and morning by hand, working the
horses doing field work, helping her mother around the house with the cooking, baking,
and caring for her younger siblings. Because of the demands at home for her to work
around the farm, her formal education ended when she finished 8th grade. Her life lessons
never ended, and her domestic skills and common sense development was
insurmountable and served her well through her 92 years. Betty married Mahlon Willis
Conrad, II at the age of 18 in 1944 when he returned from serving during WW2 in
Australia. She was with Willis in Nebraska and Arizona when he completed his service in
the Air Corp. The courtship was pretty much only by mail during his deployment. Their
marriage created three children, Bettina, Mahlon, and Steve. Because Bettina was born a
small person, Betty cared for her until she passed at 28 years of age. Betty loved being a
mother and caring for her children so she became a licensed home child care provider
and at times would have 8 – 10 kids under her care. Betty and Willis traveled for a month
to Australia for their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Mahlon Willis Conrad; daughter, Bettina
Conrad; 2 daughters-in-law, Marcia Conrad and Roxanne Conrad; 3 brothers and 4
sisters, Arba, Doran, Donald, Belle, Mae, Corinne, and Emma. Betty’s memory and
sharpness of thought was with her to the end and often looked to for advice or family
history. She was a member of the Gospel Hall in Manchester from her youth until passing.
Her faith and devotion to God and Jesus lead her through her life.

She is survived by her sons, Mahlon “Mal” and Steve; grandsons, Chris and Luke; and
three great-grandkids, Bailey, Sydney, and Caden; her sister, Ruth Moser; and many
nieces and nephews.
Memorials may be directed to Manchester Gospel Hall or Camp Courageous of Iowa.
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Comments

“

Betty and Willis cared for my three children from the time my oldest was about nine
months old until my youngest was old enough go to kindergarten. They would fill my
children with the knowledge of life.. I also learned much about gardening and life as
well. She would make us wonderful treats for the holidays. One year I gave her a
Christmas cactus and she cared for it many years and she might of had it yet. I and
my children on occasion would stop to visit and would even bring Willis some ear
corn to feed the squirrels. We thought the world of them both. P.S. After Willis had
passed, Betty had given me some pictures of the children while they were under their
care.. One of the most precious one is when my son was sleeping on Willis's lap, and
he too was sleeping.!! :-} Our deepest sympathy, Delwyn, Joyce, Billy, Rachel, and
Melissa Curtis

Joyce Curtis - August 07, 2018 at 12:54 PM

“

Sending sincere sympathy in the loss of your Dear Mother & Grandmother.Always so
sad to not have our Mother available to chat with. I recall when Ben & Fannie lived
next door to them and we would visit with your sister, just a few years ago. We will
miss her smiling face and seeing her at the assembly meetings etc. She and Willis
were faithful to the gatherings of the saints and we so miss them. I always looked
forward to saying Hello to her when in Manchester. Soon we will all be HOME.
Warmly,
Charleen

Charleen M Studnicka - August 07, 2018 at 09:33 AM

“

The family of Betty has my sincerest sympathy. I knew Betty and used to participate
in quizzes and riddles as part of a club that several of us in central Iowa belonged to.
Betty often hosted the event and she was quick-witted and sharp as a tack and a
pleasure to compete with. Rest in Peace. Jim F.

Jim Franzen - August 06, 2018 at 02:01 AM

“

Condolences from the Mahlon "Bud" Olsen family. Betty was a special lady. I loved
our visits at the Fareway. I am so glad that Mahlon (Bud), Bob and LeRoy got to visit
with them a few years back as they are all in their resting places now and gone on to
their forever home in heaven. I remember Betty and Willis coming to the Olsen
Family reunion here in Quasqueton. Again, I am sorry for your loss. She truly was a
special lady. I really enjoyed seeing her in the store and out and about when I would
get to Manchester. She will be missed. -Kathy Olsen

Kathleen Olsen - August 05, 2018 at 10:51 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Betty Naomi Conrad.

August 05, 2018 at 02:21 PM

“

Love, Pat, Martin & family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Betty
Naomi Conrad.

Love, Pat, Martin & family - August 05, 2018 at 11:55 AM

“

Aunt Betty was one of 6 very dear Aunts of my Dad's (Doran) family. Always
compassionate and caring and such a joy to share "old times" with. We would
sometimes receive a snap shot or a newspaper article she had come across and
would send to us knowing we would find it interesting and value it. We will miss her
sorely but rejoice knowing she is with the Lord.

LaVonne Luck - August 04, 2018 at 08:25 AM

