Boyd W. Palmer
February 24, 1938 - November 19, 2020

Following an unexpected illness, Boyd W. Palmer, 82, left this earth to be with his Lord
and Savior on November 19, 2020. A private service will be held at a later date.
Boyd was born a half mile north of Central City, Iowa, on February 24, 1938, to Andrew
and Adaline (Pike) Palmer. He served in the United States Army for three years. Upon his
return to Central City, he worked for 35 years at Rockwell Collins, retiring in 1994. While at
Rockwell Collins he worked on the Apollo Program and received a special honor award
from NASA for contributing to flight and mission safety success. At the age of 10, he
became a beekeeper and continued until his death, selling honey to Sue Bee of Sioux
City, Iowa for over 50 years. He also worked for the State of Iowa as a state bee inspector.
Boyd was a member of the Jordans Grove Baptist Church in rural Central City.
He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Leanna (Young) Palmer; three sons, Wallace, Eric
(Amanda), and Irvin (Ann); one daughter, Ann Marie; four grandchildren; two greatgrandchildren with a third on the way; sister-in-law, Nellie Palmer; and his cat,
affectionately named “Boyd’s Cat”.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Milton Palmer.

Comments

“

Our sincerest condolences to the family.
Jim Carpenter and Vivian Moore

Jim Carpenter - November 23, 2020 at 01:10 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Boyd's passing. I worked with him in Apollo years ago. He was a
great man. Always had a smile & a happy hello and always willing to help out. He will
be missed. We saw him a couple years ago at the Stove Top in Central City, he
looked the same as he did in the 60's when we worked together. Prayers are with all
of you.
Cathy & Gerald Carter

Cathy Carter - November 23, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

Leanna,
It's been a few years since we have talked, but I was saddened to learn of Boyd's
passing. He was so nice to me all those years I taught in CC. The honey was an
added bonus. Your friendship is what I miss the most, and I am sorry you and your
family are going through this. I am praying you all through this difficult time. Kammie
and family.

Kammie Galyean - November 23, 2020 at 01:06 AM

“

Dear Leanna,
We were so sorry to hear about Boyd. I always enjoyed him talking about his bees
and stopping in to visit when he would come in to see you at school. My prayers go
out to you and your children during these times. He was a great man.
Sincerely,
Cindy and Dave Glynn

Dave Glynn - November 22, 2020 at 08:43 PM

“

Dear Leanna and family,
We send you our sincere sympathy and condolences.
We are very sorry to learn of the passing of Boyd.
The loss of a loved one is always tragic and difficult to accept.
But we celebrate the life as always and appreciate the years you and Boyd had
together.
Sincerely, Wayne and Linda Martin.

Wayne R Martin - November 22, 2020 at 02:14 PM

“

Leanna & family: I was shocked to hear of Boyd's passing. You folks had just
remembered us on our anniversary. We worked together for many years. I was the
guy Boyd had to "pick up the slack for" and he did. :o) I never heard him raise his
voice but I never saw him stung by a bee either. If there is such a thing as bats in
your bell-free, Boyd's were bees. It would be fun to set his grandkids on my knee and
tell them wonderful stories about their granddad. He will be greatly missed by all that
knew him. oldbuck, Cedar Rapids.

oldbuck - November 22, 2020 at 12:43 PM

“

He was a great man and I highly respected him.
He loved his Lord.

Barb Snobl - November 22, 2020 at 10:29 AM

“

Austin
Chad and I are so sorry to hear of the loss of your grandfather. Please let us know if
we can help with anything. Love to you

Karen Tellin - November 21, 2020 at 07:31 PM

“

Leanna,
So sorry to hear of Boyd's passing. He was a real gem of a man, quick with a friendly
smile and that lovely sense of humor and willing to help anyone. We will remember
him with fondness. You have many wonderful memories to treasure. Peace to you
and your family.
Richard & Barb Dudley

Barb Dudley - November 21, 2020 at 11:18 AM

“

Leanna and Family
So sorry to hear about Boyd's passing. I remember him working with the bees.Take care.
Deanna Drtina - November 23, 2020 at 09:34 PM

