C. Forrest Tomes
June 20, 1941 - August 3, 2020

C. Forrest Tomes, 79, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed peacefully at home on Monday,
August 3, 2020 surrounded by his loving family. As was his wish, Forrest donated his body
to the University of Iowa to help advance scientific education. Due to COVID-19
restrictions, no gathering is planned.
Forrest was born June 20, 1941 in Richmond, Virginia to Charles Francis and Kathryn
Elfreida (Spiers) Tomes. Following High school in Richmond he pursued a passion for
math and science at MIT where he majored in nuclear physics and electrical engineering.
He performed post-graduate thermonuclear process research as an operations engineer
at the Cambridge Electron Accelerator, a joint Harvard-MIT high-energy physics facility.
Forrest earned graduate degrees from Boston University (Physics and Quantum Theory)
and Northeastern University (MBA).
Forrest worked for Honeywell Information Systems from 1967 until his 1974 move to
Rockwell International to manage test equipment operations in Collins Commercial
Avionics. Forrest led the development of innovative automatic test equipment systems,
processes, and standards to improve performance and reliability of flight-critical systems.
His colleagues remember him as a brilliant engineer who could always find a solution to
technical challenges while being easy-going, patient, and kind with a great sense of
humor.
An early pioneer of integrating software engineering with hardware manufacturing, Forrest
developed automatic test systems used in Collins production facilities and at Service
Centers across the globe. His unique combination of technical and business acumen was
recognized across the international avionics community, especially among engineers who
respected the quality, accuracy, and reliability of the systems he was responsible for
developing. Boeing, Lockheed, Fokker, and other airplane manufactures recognized
Forrest for developing industry-leading automated test equipment systems and his testing
“philosophy” was adopted as a standard practice by commercial aviation companies. He
worked for Rockwell Collins as a Program Manager and engineer until his retirement in

1999.
Forrest and Bunnie met on a blind date in their freshman year, and were married in
Maynard, MA. in 1963. He is survived by his wife, Bunnie (Alexandra); sons Charles
(Cynthia Hames) Tomes of North Liberty, Iowa and Dr. Robert (Susan Holley) Tomes of
McLean, Virginia; grandchild Alex Tomes; brother Edward (Nancy) Tomes; nephew Nathan
(Christy) Tomes; niece Lauren Tomes, all of North Carolina; sisters-in-law: Paula (Glen)
Terrill of Massachusetts and Lydia (Bill Rambo) Engelhardt of South Carolina; as well as
many nieces, nephews, and extended family members. He was preceded in death by his
parents.
After retirement, he joined the Cedar Amateur Astronomers where he served as the
fundraising treasurer and principal in the construction of the Eastern Iowa Observatory.
His many volunteer hours on the project were recognized by Presidential and Governor’s
Awards, and the facility and programs earned an Outstanding Support Organization Award
from the National Association of County Park and Recreation officials in 2008.
His lifetime of community and volunteer service included leadership of a JayCees chapter,
finance and audit service at Westminster Presbyterian Church, and service to PTAs, The
Boy Scouts of America, the Soap Box Derby Association, the Cedar Rapids Symphony,
and Red Cedar Chamber Music. He worked the sidelines at UNI home football games as
a member of the ‘Volunteer Chain Gang’. Forrest was also an accomplished photographer
and enjoyed woodworking.
He enjoyed travel greatly, especially the ‘road trips’ to the east and west coasts, and was
noted for his collection of hat pins from his worldwide travels. He’d visited most of the
continents and all but two of the 50 states. He especially enjoyed working with his sons
and family on “house” projects and trips that included Alex. He is remembered for his
unswerving integrity and kindness, rarely losing his temper, and positive outlook.
Memorial donations may be directed in Forrest's name to the Cedar Amateur
Astronomers, Eastern Iowa Observatory, PO Box 10786, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 52410.

Comments

“

Bunnie, I was not aware of Forrest's passing until this afternoon. I am so sorry for
your loss.
I treasure the times we met during Cedar Astronomer Association meetings and
events over the years. I found him to be a kind and generous man who was always
willing to help in whatever was needed! I can tell from his obituary he was highly
regarded in his professional, volunteer, and most importantly - in his family life. He
lived a rich and full life and was a blessing to all who knew him, me included.
my deepest condolences on your loss .
Jim Jezek

Jim Jezek - December 31, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Forrest was a wonderful and very generous friend. His gentle demeanor and relaxed
convivial personality always brightened my day. Despite his brilliance as an engineer
& physicist, he was always unassuming and ready to pitch in and help not-for-profit
organizations with his skills as a photographer, scientist or in whatever capacity was
needed at the moment. His presence enriched my life in many ways and I will miss
him.

John Dowdall - September 20, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

Bunnie,
So sorry to hear of Forrest's passing, Dick and I remember him at the Red Cedar
Chamber Concerts with camera in hand, working around the room.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Dick and Mary Kay Grodt

Mary Kay GRODT - August 23, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

Terry and I were so sad to read of Forrest’s passing. He was a wonderful, generous
presence at so many cultural events, and his photos are a treasure. I especially
appreciated his kindness when he learned of my son’s interest in astronomy. We
send our sincere sympathy to Bunnie and the family.
-Kathy Hall and Terry Pitts

Kathy Hall - August 10, 2020 at 09:24 AM

“

Bunnie,
Thinking of you and your family at this time. My prayers are with you.
Mary Day (Cottingham)

Mary Day - August 09, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

Bunnie,
I was sad to read of Forrest's passing today. He was always a pleasure to help in my
store. My thoughts and prayers are with you and all the family.
Bob Holley

bob holley - August 09, 2020 at 01:31 PM

“

Forrest was my classmate in high school, fraternity brother and apartment mate in
college, and neighbor for some years thereafter. Our all-too-rare reunions in later life
were among my most treasured moments. What a guy! I never saw him get angry, he
could find humor in everything, he was a brilliant analyst, and he outdid me at
practically every sport. Not a mean bone in his body. (Except, he always managed to
get the last squeeze of toothpaste, so I'd have to pay for the new tube.) It was my
privilege to share those years with him and Bunny. Rest in peace. Dave Snider

Dave Snider - August 09, 2020 at 11:15 AM

“

Forrest the Photographer: Forrest Tomes showed up at one of Red Cedar Chamber
Music's first public concerts with his camera and snapped photos of, not only the
artists, but the venues, concert attendees, volunteers and more. He continued to do
this for nearly 20 years, providing invaluable photographic history of the organization
and the musical community. His photos are now being processed as part of the
archive of Red Cedar in the Special Collections at the University of Iowa. He did this
generous volunteer work always with a twinkle and good humor. I remember his
touching the side of his nose as he prepared to snap the photo to guide our eyes to
the camera. Thank you Forrest for your friendship and your foresight as to what
would become great value to Red Cedar Chamber Music.
Jan Boland

Jan Dockendorff Boland - August 09, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

I joined Forrest’s Test Engineering team in 1986, moved to another team late 1988,
left the company in 1991 and finally came back to Collins in late 1997, back again
with Forrest’s Test Engineering team. We discussed my exit from Test and both
believed it was best for my career. Forrest was always interested in what was best
for people’s career. It is part of the code I live by today, help people grow. He was
also a big part of the reason I returned; I missed the “family” aspect he helped put in
place with the Test Engineering team. Again, another piece of the code, treat people
with respect, find out what they like and want to do, figure out how to feed that desire
– builds a strong team. During my second tour, I realized what he helped put in
place, Collins ATEs were really the class of the Avionics industry. He also instilled
another piece of the code, ethics and morals… remember people’s lives (your
families and mine) depend on the avionics in the aircraft working correctly to move
people safely from point A to B. The ATEs he helped usher into Collins Operations,
Service Centers and airline repair shops, do exactly that, keep people safe. A job
well done Forrest! Enjoy eternity, you have certainly earned it my eyes! Our thoughts
and prayers are with Bunnie and her family.

Dave Ptacek - August 08, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

All our love and sympathies to Bunnie and the family. We always enjoyed being in the
company of Forrest and reveling in his perspective on anything.
Herman and Steve Ginsberg family
Steve and Herman Ginsberg - August 09, 2020 at 08:11 AM

“

I knew Forrest in elementary school - Westhampton - in Richmond, Virginia. I can see him
now, standing with a group of other boys in our class, His friends, rather skinny and usually
with a smile on his face. He always had a funny or silly comment and people were drawn to
him. I think that I will remember that he had an almost old fashion way of politeness about
him. Although the only time we crossed paths after high school was at one reunion , he
was the same: friendly, frank and a kind expression on his face. It is comforting to read his
obituary and see that he seems to have had a good life, full of quite astonishing
accomplishments, generous sharing of his talents and a loving family. What more could any
of us desire?
Judy Thompson Hatcher - August 31, 2020 at 07:05 AM

“

The first time I met Forrest was at the original house at the Cape. We played many
games of tennis at the local courts. He loved the game, and was always ready to go
play. I had a hard time keeping up with him and his boundless energy. I enjoyed
every minute, as I'm a tennis nut, too. I deeply regret not furthering our friendship.

Nick Drozdowski - August 08, 2020 at 02:56 AM

“

I worked with Forrest for about 15 years at Rockwell Collins. He was a great
manager. I will never forget that when we made a major delivery he would light up a
cigar in his office. We all felt that he really cared about the people in his group.

Todd Miller - August 06, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

Forrest will be deeply missed by all of us. My deepest sympathy to Bunnie and your
entire family. We will have to get together over a slice of French Silk pie when we can
get back to going to restaurants again.

John Leeson - August 05, 2020 at 06:26 PM

“

Forrest was my manager and friend for over 20 years at Rockwell Collins. He guided
me and our test equipment group through some great times. I will miss him....... My
thoughts and prayers go out to Bunny

Robert Eickhorst - August 05, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

I worked for and with Forrest for decades at Rockwell Collins. Quiet, thoughtful,
clever, practical, and diplomatic, he was a great role model for new engineers and
technical managers.

Tom McHenry - August 04, 2020 at 05:35 PM

