Claude Roland Pierce
October 18, 2019

Claude Roland Pierce, 82, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed away peacefully, after receiving
his wife’s blessing, on Friday, October 18, 2019, at the Ed and Joan Hemphill Inpatient
Hospice Unit within St. Luke’s Hospital, Cedar Rapids. The family will greet friends from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on Friday, October 25, 2019, at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home &
Cremation Service, Cedar Rapids. A funeral service will follow at 11:30 a.m. on Friday at
the funeral home, officiated by Pastor Brody Tubaugh. Inurnment will take place at a later
date at Mount Calvary Cemetery, Cedar Rapids.
Claude was born January 13, 1937, in Lawler, Iowa, the youngest child to Merle and
Frances (Marvets) Pierce. He attended school in Lawler and served in the United States
Air Force from 1954 to 1957. Claude was united in marriage to the love of his life, Mary
Lou Shanahan. After retirement, he enjoyed living in Arizona. Claude enjoyed country
music, watching old western shows and hunting. He was known for being a jokester. His
greatest joy was his family. Claude will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him.
Claude is survived and lovingly remembered by his wife of 60 years, Mary Lou Pierce;
eight daughters, Cathy (Chuck) Smith, Cynthia Shanahan, Claudia (Dave) Spoden,
Connie (Jim) Curtis, Cheryl (Rick) Schemmel, Carolyn Pierce, Chris (Brian) Moody, and
Carmen (Javier) Pierce; seventeen grandchildren, Stacey, Tracey (Tony), Nick (Lacie),
Emily, Ashley (Dustin), Jacob, Hannah, Lillian, Matthew (Megan), Samantha, Amanda
(Dalton), Derek (Shauna), Tyler (Jennifer), Whitney (Kevin), Josie (Matt), Stephanie and
Bubba; thirty-two great-grandchildren, Madison, Hailey, Todd, Trenton, Sydney, Sadie,
Sage, Kahl, Deklyn, Tony Jr., Abby, Airabelle, Chloe, Leah, Hazel, Bella, Hudson, Denver,
Amelia, Kimberly, Peyton, Ripley, Jaidyn, Rayleigh, Skyler, Kinnick, Austin, Lanie, Trey,
Cooper, Audrey and Leah; great-great-granddaughter, Savannah; and many nieces and
nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents; infant son, Claude Jr.; grandson, Joshua; greatgranddaughter, Carley; and siblings, Hazel Usher, Loretta Weiters, Rena Kalvig, Eunice
Bowers, Cletus Pierce and Calvin Pierce.

In lieu of flowers a memorial fund has been established in Claude’s memory.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 24 at 10:37 AM

“
“

I love the last picture of my mom & dad holding hands
Chris Moody - October 25 at 12:14 AM

I remember when he had a horse. I asked him if I ride the horse. He said no, you're too big.
Then he put Ashley on and I said she bigger than me. Anyway the horse flipped out and
knocked her off. Grandpa went over to check on her. While Nick and I ran after the horse. I
got in front of it and calm it down and brought it back to Grandpa.
Derek - October 26 at 03:59 AM

“

My heart is broken! I truly believed that our Dad was going to get better and go back
home. My heart hurts for Mom and my sisters and everyone that knew and loved our
Dad. He was awesome! He could be quite the twit at times and demanding but he
always enjoyed having fun with us. When we lived on Mount Vernon road Dad would
play king of the mountain with us and we would try and get up the hill before he could
get us. Wonderful memories of being around Aunt Rena and Uncle Les and kids,
always fun times for us city slickers. Uncle Cal and Aunt Liz would come over and
visit, showing up on the motorcycle and we would get to go over and visit and Aunt
Liz would make us a tasty chocolate pie, yum-yum! They say you marry someone
like your parent, however, I was always disappointed to find that most men I met did
not hold a candle to my Dad! From taking care of us while Mom was working,
cooking us meals, remodeling our home, fixing the cars and being the best Santa in
the whole wide world. I have thought for many years that my parents deserve some
award, raising all of us girls and contributing to the raising of grandchildren. I pray
Our Father in Heaven has lovingly welcomed our Daddy safely home and we shall
one day get to enjoy his loving spirit again. I love you and miss you so much! Thank
you for being the Best Dad ever and thank you for being you! Love you forever,
Cindy Sue

Cynthia Shanahan - October 28 at 04:13 AM

“

“

Very nice tribute to a great Man! I miss him more & more with each passing day.
Chris Moody - November 05 at 12:14 AM

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Claude Roland Pierce.

October 24 at 02:52 PM

“

Dad we are supposed to share a memory of you there's a lifetime of some really
great ones. The few that come to mind are you always being there growing up a man
of 8 daughters you taught us alot of things working on cars, building the shed and 2
stall garage, the big deck around the pool and the slide on that same deck that when
we got to the top we could look over the top of the house, the addition on the house.
Some of my favorites are when you would take us snowmobiling you wiped out and
got right back up saying "I lost my hat!!" As a teen when I started showing interest in
boys it was time for me to start going hunting with you. Cruisning first ave while
blaring the song strokin' or Indian Outlaw over and over while Stephanie and I rode in
the back of the truck and she'd dance. We had 4 wheelers that we got to ride in the
vacant lot. Vacations to Peony Park, South Dakota, Jesse James house tour a few
times, Our Cabin at Lake Delhi. Then there's Christmas you decorated every inch of
our house on B ave with lights, you made alot of decorations by hand i remember
having to help you put them on the roof the cross was right in the middle of the
house, the 2 stars one on each peak above the attic windows. These are some really
great memories I'll forever cherish but the greatest was the love you showed through
raising us 8 Girls, you truly were a Great Dad and for that I'm forever grateful. I'll
always love you and forever miss you. Christina Lynn

Chris Moody - October 24 at 10:47 AM

“

87 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 24 at 10:23 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Claude Roland
Pierce.

October 24 at 07:55 AM

“

One of my favorite memories of a child was Christmas with my family. There were so
many presents that dad usually had to move furniture in the living room to make
room for the gifts. I especially loved our Christmas breaks as mom was usually off
work during that week between Christmas and New Years. We would get to stay up
late and play the new games we got with dad. And dad taught us all how to play Gin
Rummy. He always won, but we had fun anyway. We'll miss you dad. Love Cheryl
Lou

cheryl schemmel - October 24 at 12:25 AM

“

BONNIE OXLEY lit a candle in memory of Claude Roland Pierce

BONNIE OXLEY - October 22 at 09:43 PM

