Dave Mortensen and Ethan Mortensen
April 14, 2019

Dave Mortensen and Ethan Mortensen, both of Ely, Iowa, died Sunday, April 14, 2019,
from a motor vehicle accident. Visitation: 4 – 8 p.m. Thursday, April 18, 2019, at MurdochLinwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cedar Rapids. Funeral Service: 1:30 p.m.
Friday, April 19, 2019, at the First Presbyterian Church, Ely. Burial will take place at a later
date at Fairview Cemetery, Denmark, Iowa.
Dave was born April 26, 1952, in Minnesota, the son of Gordon and Chrystle “Chrys”
(Kobs) Mortensen. After he graduated from Bloomington High School he attended Bemidji
State University, both in Minnesota. Dave married Nancy Burk on May 14, 1977, in Ft.
Madison, Iowa. He had a long career with Hunter’s Specialties in Cedar Rapids as a
supply chain manager, retiring in 2015. Dave had a love of ham radio and airplanes and
was a war history buff. Dave was a member of First Presbyterian Church, Ely.
Survivors include his son, Jacob Mortensen, and daughter-in-law, Emma, both of San
Francisco, California; and sister, Judy Heil of St. Louis, Missouri.
Dave was preceded in death by his wife, Nancy; his parents, Gordon and Chrystle; and
his son, Ethan.
Ethan was born May 21, 1986, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the son of Dave and Nancy (Burk)
Mortensen. He graduated from Mt. Vernon High School. Ethan enjoyed volunteering at the
Cedar Rapids Public Library and the Cedar Rapids Police Department Volunteer Corps.
He was a Special Olympic athlete and a bocce ball champion. He shared his love of ham
radio with his father, Dave, and he was a member of the Cedar Valley Amateur Radio Club
and First Presbyterian Church. He had an interest in trains and trucks.
Ethan is survived by his brother, Jacob Mortensen, and sister-in-law, Emma.
He was preceded in death by his mother, Nancy, and his father, Dave.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the ARC of Eastern Iowa.

Events
APR
18

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

APR
19

Funeral Services

01:30PM

First Presbyterian Church
11100 Spanish Road, Ely, IA, US, 52227

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - April 18, 2019 at 12:13 PM

“

I will miss you two very much was looking froward of rail fanning with you two this
summer Im sorry I didnt come down the last time you went to Fort Madison ia to rail
fan two weekends before. I really forward to the summer when you wasnt going to
start rail fanning again all of the guys in Galesburg Il heard at the Peck House rail fan
house they will miss you they said very much. Dave thanks for 2 summers ago when
I lost my G/F of 15 years for just lisening to me not saying a word back it helped a lot.
God Bless you two may you two rip!

Marvin McGill Jr. - April 21, 2019 at 04:09 PM

“

I had the pleasure of teaching Ethan for several years at Mount Vernon Middle
School. He was pleasant, hardworking, and a joy to be with. Both Dave and Nancy
were such wonderful, supportive parents --. I am saddened by the loss of two
wonderful men.
Karen Stewart

Karen Stewart - April 19, 2019 at 11:12 AM

“

Jacob and family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this very tragic time. What a loss you are
enduring, always enjoyed seeing Dave and Ethan at church. Ethan could always talk
Iowa State sports with us. I served with Dave on different church projects and always
enjoyed his insight. I was Ethan's confirmation sponsor and have watched him grow
from that point. He was always so proud of his Special Olympic accomplishments.
They will both be greatly missed. Judy and Jim Serbousek

Judy Serbousek - April 18, 2019 at 11:59 PM

“

Due to the passing last year of our grandmother, I was able to reconnect with David,
Ethan, Jacob and Emma. I am very grateful that we had that time together and I will
always cherish the memory.

Paris Nelson - April 18, 2019 at 08:11 PM

“

Paris and Kerry Nelson 818-836-2143 purchased the Guiding Light Bouquet for the
family of Dave Mortensen and Ethan Mortensen.

Paris Nelson - April 18, 2019 at 08:00 PM

“

Dave and Ethan will be truly missed. They always sat in front of us at church for
many many years. Always so friendly. Words just don't seem to express the sorrow
that we feel for your family, May God hold them close. Gary, Tresa, Cody and Erin
Whittom.

Tresa Whittom - April 18, 2019 at 05:03 PM

“

I knew Ethan for the the arc dayhab program he will be missed but not forgotten. I
always enjoyed his stories about what he and his dad do during the weekends.

Tyler - April 18, 2019 at 04:45 PM

“

Ethan volunteered frequently at the library I work at and it was joy to have him here.
He did such a variety of things as a volunteer and we will remember him fondly. He
will be sorely missed.
-Satish

Satish Jayaraj - April 18, 2019 at 01:21 PM

“

52 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - April 18, 2019 at 10:51 AM

“

I always enjoyed Ethan's friendly voice on Sunday night amateur radio net checkins.
Randy KD0ION

Randy Aschbrenner - April 18, 2019 at 08:39 AM

“

I first met ethan at the arc i have only been going there for a little over a year in the
time i have got to know him he has been a good friend and is always nice to
everyone i would always talk to him every chance i got we will miss him greatly at the
arc

Nick Forest - April 17, 2019 at 09:55 PM

“

We have known Jacob since shortly after he and our daughter Emma began dating,
but met Dave and Ethan for the first time when they came to San Francisco last year
for Emma and Jacob's wedding. We very much enjoyed being with the two of them
and getting to know them both. I am happy for the time we got to spend together
celebrating such a joyous event, and that we will always have such good memories
of Dave and Ethan as a part of that remarkable weekend.
Debby and Dave Trotter

Deborah W Trotter - April 17, 2019 at 08:14 PM

“

Dave I wish I could write a poem about you like you wrote all those funny poems for
Hunters. It was a joy working with you and I really enjoyed seeing your big smile.
May you and your son Rest In Peace

Ruth Walsh - April 17, 2019 at 05:27 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dave Mortensen and Ethan
Mortensen.

April 17, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

It was an honor to work with Ethan at the Cedar Rapids Public Library. He was a
dedicated volunteer and had a warm smile that he shared freely with anyone lucky
enough to meet him. Each time after a Special Olympics event, he would come in
wearing both his bright medals and his even brighter smile. I loved hearing about his
travel plans, his love of trains, and his family. He will be missed greatly. I am so
thankful I got the opportunity to get to know him and am grateful for the time he
shared with us. My deepest condolences to his family.
-Jessica Link

Jessica Link - April 17, 2019 at 02:09 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Dave Mortensen and
Ethan Mortensen.

April 17, 2019 at 12:37 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Mortensen family. I worked with Dave for 10 years at
H.S. and had great respect for the man. As a veteran I always enjoyed the speeches
he would give to the company on Memorial and veterans day. He was a great guy
and we'll truly miss you Mort!
Matt Losch

Matt Losch - April 17, 2019 at 12:34 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dave Mortensen and Ethan
Mortensen.

April 17, 2019 at 11:54 AM

“

Our sincerest sympathy to the family and friends of Ethan and Dave. Vy 73 - n0hum,
wb0dvm, n0tbh, kb0lmh, w9ran . .

Tom Farland - April 17, 2019 at 11:04 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Dave Mortensen and
Ethan Mortensen.

April 17, 2019 at 10:12 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Dave Mortensen and Ethan
Mortensen.

April 17, 2019 at 10:08 AM

“

I had the wonderful opportunity to work with Ethan when he volunteered at the Cedar
Rapids Public Library. Ethan was a great worker, always positive, but more
importantly he brought his own gentle heart and tender smile with him. He was funny,
warm, and always ready for the day. I was sad to hear of this tragedy and offer my
sincere condolences to his family and friends. Ethan touched so many people with
his personality and charm. I am thankful for knowing Ethan, he definitely left special
mark on my heart.

Tricia Semple - April 17, 2019 at 07:56 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dave Mortensen and
Ethan Mortensen.

April 16, 2019 at 10:41 PM

“

I was Ethan's Arc worker for over 3 years. We spent unlimited time watching trains
and talking about his family. Ethan was wonderful. I loved hearing about different
kind of trains, how many he would see with his dad. Ethan was proud being a ham
radio operator. He would talk to people all over the world. Ethan loved playing bocce
ball. He won many medals. I will miss Ethan and his family. Thank you giving me the
love of trains to share with my grandson.

Debra Walderbach - April 16, 2019 at 09:34 PM

