David T. 'Tom' Suchomel Jr.
March 26, 1955 - October 16, 2020

David T. “Tom” Suchomel, Jr., 65, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed away on Friday, October
16, 2020, of cancer. A visitation will be held from 3 – 6 p.m. on Saturday, October 24,
2020, at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Cedar Rapids. A private
family service will be held immediately following the visitation. All guests are respectfully
requested to wear a mask and practice social distancing. A livestream of the funeral
service may be accessed on the funeral home website tribute page for Tom, under “photos
and videos or media,” starting at 7 p.m. on Saturday, October 24.
In 1982, Tom married JoAnn Ockenfels Berry in Cedar Rapids. They later divorced. On
August 28, 2010, he married Irene Holzwarth in Cedar Rapids.
Tom was born in Cedar Rapids on March 26, 1955, to David T. (Sr.) and Janet Herrbach
Suchomel. He lived in Cedar Rapids until age 12, when the family moved to Van Horne.
He graduated from Benton Community High School in 1973, Kirkwood College in 1976,
and subsequently took additional coursework at College of the Ozarks in Branson,
Missouri (flight training), and UW Madison (Field Service Management). He spent his
career in service and service management at American Family and American National
Claims Departments, was Director of Field Operations at Mitchell International for 20
years, and retired in 2015 from Rockwell Collins customer support, where he supported
aircraft manufacturers in France and China. He was an Elder at Olivet Presbyterian
Church where he served on numerous committees, served as a volunteer and board
member at Olivet Mission, served on the personnel committee of the Presbytery of East
Iowa, and served as Board Chair at Geneva Tower during their merger with Affordable
Housing Network / Four Oaks.
Tom is survived by his wife, Irene Holzwarth; daughters, Amy (Brian) Neer of Lexington,
Missouri, Melodee (Brad) Lockman of Clarksville, Indiana, and Dakota Nelsen of North St.
Paul, Minnesota; two sons, Matthew D. Berry of Cedar Rapids, and Logan Nelsen of North
St. Paul, Minnesota; sister, Sherrill (Dave) Herke of Estherville, Iowa; brothers, Randy
(Rita) of Van Horne, Iowa, Jeff (Vickie) of Omaha, Nebraska, and Kurt (Peggy) of Lee’s

Summit, Missouri; stepmother, Evelyn Suchomel of Cedar Rapids; aunt and uncle, Kay
and John Woodhouse of Delhi, Iowa; uncles, Joseph Suchomel of Fairfax, Virginia, and
Steve (Linda) Hartman of Akron, Ohio; and eight grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents; maternal grandparents, Adolphe and Ethel
McCarty Herrbach; and paternal grandparents, Dr. Thomas F. and Betty Taylor Suchomel.
Memorials may be made to the family or to Olivet Neighborhood Mission.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 19 at 08:07 PM

“
“

Very nice. I will miss my big brother.
Sherrill - October 20 at 11:55 AM

That was very special and he left us with a lot of great memories. He was loved and will be
missed deeply by all.
JoAnn Suchomel - October 20 at 04:03 PM

“

Very well done. Thank you Murdoch for the video.
I will miss my big, strong, funny and loving uncle Tom.. 'till we see each other again, rest in
paradise 'Slim'. I love you!
-Your First Neice,
Elissa Marie also 'Slim'
Elissa Marie Fitzgerald - October 20 at 08:15 PM

“

1 file added to the album Service Livestream

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 24 at 08:58 PM

“

Tom had always been so kind and welcoming to me. I worked alongside him at
Rockwell for a a few months, and when I decided to resign to stay home with my
children, I was touched by how supportive he was. He didn’t even know me very well
at that point, but I really felt like he was invested and cared - which can be so rare for
work relationships. I think that’s one of the things that made Tom so special, he just
cared about people. We kept in touch through the years through facebook and he
was always bringing a smile to my face with his humor and strong opinions. I will
miss Tom, and offer y’all my deepest condolences.
-Rebecca Magstadt

Rebecca Magstadt - October 24 at 03:59 PM

“

I have so many memories growing up with my Dad. Although we aren’t the same
blood, he was by far the absolute best Dad I could have ever imagined having after
stepping into my life when I was 2 and providing & caring for 3 kids. He listened and
always gave the best advice no matter what time of day we talked. There will
definitely be an emptiness in the world without him in it. He did so much for his
community and everyone he met.
I will miss my Dad so much but know he will always be in my heart watching over his
family & friends. I love you so much Dad!

Melodee Lockman - October 24 at 08:47 AM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of David T. 'Tom' Suchomel Jr..

October 22 at 09:32 AM

“

Tom accidentally became a Facebook friend of mine during a political post. I am in
Australia. We had some great chats over 4 years & I found him to be a very nice
man. He was hoping to get down to have a look at Australia....pat a kangaroo, eat
some Vegemite. I thought his health situation was going ok.....obviously not as I was
quite shocked that suddenly he was gone. What a very nice man he was. I never met
him, but I do miss him. Anne from Australia x

Anne Seibright Eccleston - October 22 at 01:09 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of David T. 'Tom' Suchomel Jr..

October 21 at 01:10 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Elissa Marie Fitzgerald - October 20 at 08:51 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Elissa Marie Fitzgerald - October 20 at 08:45 PM

“

I'll see you again Uncle Tom.. It's hard to grasp the fact that you are gone from this
world. I don't know where or what is beyond here, but I surely hope that we will all
see one another again. Our souls, what makes us, 'us', is too strong to just die....
there has to be more than this, on a spiritual level. I wholeheartedly believe this to be
true.
I will miss your silliness and witty humor, that smile that always reminded me a bit of
Elvis (lol), your great big bear hugs, and the way a room felt with you in it. I
remember always feeling safe around you, and my other two uncles. I'd double dog
dare anyone to mess with this family!
This illness that you had to ultimately endure and succumb to didn't know that you
were going to go down swinging. You gave it 110%...like you did with everything. And
that's admirable and courageous.
I'll never forget you, and you'll always be tucked away in a special place of my heart.
No goodbyes here...I'll see you later 'Slim'.
-Love, Elissa (also 'Slim')
~Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take.. Life is measured by the
moments that take our breath away.~ Author Unknown

Elissa Marie Fitzgerald - October 20 at 08:42 PM

“

So sad to hear of Tom's passing -- the Class of '73 will miss his big heart, quiet smile
and Reunion co-chair! He was there for us -- his presence at our Dad's funeral last
year was so appreciated!
Know you're still watching over us and we thank you for your deep and endearing
friendship!
Mickey (McGivern) Sweeney
Springfield, OH

M. Sweeney - October 20 at 05:25 PM

“

Rest In Peace Tom.....my deepest and sincerest thoughts and prayers go out to your
family. It was a pleasure working for Tom for a few years and will always remember
him for being one of the best managers I ever had. So cool, so caring and a great
mentor. Whether we were talking football, work or life in general, he was always
awesome to speak or hang out with. See you on the other side my friend.

Edward Famiglietti - October 20 at 02:23 PM

“

I read this every day. Tom was so blessed to have so many friends in his life.
I write this to let you all know, due to covid, we are holding a family only service
starting at 7pm CST. This will be live streamed right here on this website.
Also, the visitation was supposed to read 3:30pm - 6pm. This is to allow Tom's family
some private time prior to all of Tom's friends & family friends who plan to attend.
May God bless you all.
Kurt.

Kurt Suchomel - October 20 at 10:14 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of David T. 'Tom' Suchomel Jr..

October 19 at 09:09 PM

“

Words are not enough to show how much the staff, volunteers and clients at Olivet
Neighborhood Mission loved Tom Suchomel!
He was ready to give a hug, a word of encouragement, share the latest NFL game
scores, or just welcome you with a big smile and a "Welcome Aboard." He knew no
one as a stranger, rather quickly becoming friends. He saw the beauty in all of us and
showed that love on his face and in his actions, always. I will miss him greatly. He
has been a great supporter, mentor and friend to me. Rest in the sweet peace of
God's arms, my friend!
Julie Palmer
Director
Olivet Neighborhood Mission

Julie Palmer - October 19 at 08:54 PM

“

70 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - October 19 at 05:01 PM

“

Goodbye Tom, it was an honor working for and with you. Tom's leadership, character,
and especially - sense of humor made my time with him (at Mitchell International)
such a positive experience. In fact, his sense of humor may have SAVED my career
with Mitchell....
I was a "recycled" employee (left for 5 years and returned in January 2003) - thanks
to Tom rehiring me in spite of our first in person meeting...at our dinner meeting,
during traditional formalities Tom, in his nonchalant, dry humor way - snuck in a
wicked "never saw it coming" joke timing it just as I took a drink of water. The joke
was so unexpected (and good) I didn't have a chance...water (and laughter)
exploded all over. Tom had water dripping from his eyebrows and nose. I was
CERTAIN my first day back was going to be my last. It was OVER. Tom didn't miss a
beat, he calmly took his napkin from his lap, dried his face and said "well, at least it
wasn't a beer, that would have been a real waste.."
I knew we would work well together, and we did. That memory makes me smile to
this day.
My family sends heart-felt condolences to Tom's family, friends, and community with
a sincere thanks for sharing Tom with us for the time we had. May his memory keep
us smiling. Love and Deepest Regards.
Josh Ellis
Denton, TX

Joshua N Ellis - October 19 at 10:53 AM

“

Sherrill, Randy & Kurt and families: I'm so very sorry for your loss of your brother. I
wish for you the comfort in the strength he gave you, the love he wraps your heart
with and the Lord's healing power to get you through this very difficult time. As I
mentioned to Irene, he had a wonderful sense of humor and I always enjoyed his
posts of Facebook. He will be truly missed. take care, Kathy Haar of Van Horne.

Kathy Haar - October 19 at 09:24 AM

“

My Uncle, thank you for all the great memories. Fishing on your pontoon, camping at
your cabin, Chiefs games, you will be missed. Love, your nephew Randy.

Randy Fitzgerald - October 18 at 09:56 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of David T. "Tom"
Suchomel Jr..

October 18 at 07:59 PM

“

A big man with a heart to match.
I met him in 10th grade when he sat behind me in English class. We had some fun
times over the years with shared friends, of which there are many.
"Friends are like stars..you don't always see them, but you know they are there." I
don't know who wrote that but it describes our friendship very well.
You will be missed big fella. Rest In Peace.
Such a pleasure to call you friend.
Evie and Joel Wood

Evelyn Wood - October 18 at 02:39 PM

“

Tom Pezzicara lit a candle in memory of David T. 'Tom' Suchomel Jr.

Tom Pezzicara - October 18 at 12:40 PM

“

Brother to few, friend to many. Toms big presence and big personality will be missed
in this world, and welcomed in his new one. All who knew him are hurting and will
miss him dearly. Spending the last two weeks with him was difficult and a blessing.
His sense of humor was in tact, and made us laugh on numerous occasions. He was
as worried about his family and friends as much as we worried about him. Always
thinking of others. I’ve lost a dear, dear brother and it’s hard to imagine this world
without him in it. There is a hole that will never be filled. God bless you all- Tom was
blessed to have you in his life.

Kurt Suchomel - October 18 at 08:42 AM

“

Greetings Suchomel siblings, I have followed Tom's journey via my mother, Helen
Mann, and have been praying for Tom and his family. I am sorry to hear of his death.
I have fond memories of growing up with all of you in CR. My best to all of you.
Rest eternal, grant to him, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon him.
May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. AMEN
Blessings,
Fr. Carl D. Mann

The Rev. Carl D. Mann - October 18 at 08:34 AM

“

Tom Tom, we will miss you!!!

Kelly Stewart - October 18 at 03:53 AM

“

JoAnn Suchomel lit a candle in memory of David T. 'Tom' Suchomel Jr.

JoAnn Suchomel - October 17 at 07:24 PM

“

Melodee Lockman lit a candle in memory of David T. 'Tom' Suchomel Jr.

Melodee Lockman - October 17 at 08:36 AM

