Donald Eugene Norman Jr
August 5, 1958 - August 6, 2020

Donald Eugene Norman, Jr., “DJ”, 62, died Thursday, August 6, 2020, after a medical
emergency. Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
is assisting the family.
Donald was born in Sioux City, Iowa, where he lived until moving to Cedar Rapids in 1963.
DJ had a whimsical nature, loving a joke or a prank. He struggled for years with mental
illnesses. His family is grateful to Tailored Living in Marion, Iowa, for their care of him for
many years.
He is survived by both parents, Donald, Sr., of Lexington, Kentucky, and Anita Marlene
Selzer of Cedar Rapids; sisters, Susan Norman of Cedar Rapids and Julie Norman of St.
George, Utah; brother, Chuck (Linda) Norman of Center Point, Iowa; and many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews whom he dearly loved.
His brother, Thomas (wife, Cherie Norman of Cedar Rapids), preceded him in death

Comments

“

DJ was great to be around, I will carry memories and times with him for the rest of
my life while I worked at Tailored Living. He could always put a smile on your face
and make you laugh even after telling a joke he had told me several times. Some of
his jokes I will tell myself to pass the legacy of DJ to others. I will miss you buddy and
will see you again someday.

Jordan Ritz - September 17, 2020 at 09:38 PM

“

Thank you to all for sharing your memories. Older Sister Susan

Susan J Norman - August 26, 2020 at 05:35 PM

“

I, too, remember DJ from being in Tailored Living and being his downstairs neighbor.
He always was a good person...loved to joke...and I loved hearing him play the
guitar. I am going to fondly and dearly miss him.

Gina Lahue - August 13, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

I came to know DJ when I began work at Tailored Living. In fact, DJ was the only
person I ever worked with. I was placed with him likely due to our somewhat similar
ages; we had many experiences of events and culture in common.
Many people probably thought of DJ as slow but I found DJ to be very intelligent.
When he didn’t know something he asked questions and listened. Most of us
generally avoid that to appear intelligent.
Several times he relayed to me a camp he attended as a teenager that had an
impact on his life. He often quoted “resist the devil and he will flee from you” from the
book of James. This and other verses from the Bible he quoted I think provided him
help in his struggles and had an impact on his character.
DJ was extremely polite. He almost always said the same things at greetings and
goodbyes, e.g., at stores or with people in general; this made people like him. DJ
definitely liked to joke and often made humorous comments about everyday things.
He liked to cook and cleaned dishes promptly. He took pride in doing house chores
before staff visits.
Health issues and the COVID-19 pandemic prevented me from working with DJ of
late. I called him occasionally to stay in touch. I didn’t detect any panic that many are
facing. Tailored Living staff cared for him well.
It is saddening to not have worked with DJ lately. I will miss him greatly.

Dave Bell - August 10, 2020 at 11:33 AM

“

DJ and I grew up and were involved in more than one escapade together. He was
the kind of friend that would share your hardships, troubles, laughter and good times.
I am sadden to learn that his path in life was not as smooth as you would hope for a
good friend. He will be missed.

Ronald Warren - August 09, 2020 at 09:41 PM

“

Donald was a great man with a kind soul and was funny to be around he always
could
Brighten up anyone’s day. I’ll miss you buddy love Jessica

Jessica Duehr - August 09, 2020 at 07:25 PM

“

Ive known Dj a long time and remember him trying to teach me to play guitar and
always telling jokes. He always found a way to put a smile on someones face. He is
going to be missed.

Christina Madole - August 09, 2020 at 05:29 PM

“

DJ always had music in his heart as he loved to play his guitar and write songs. He
enjoyed telling jokes and walking in the park. We will miss him greatly.

Dawn Walters Tailored Living - August 09, 2020 at 05:15 PM

“

DJ was a amazing friend and neighbor to us for many years. He always loved
bringing a smile to people's faces with new jokes and stories that would bring a good
laugh. He will be missed dearly.
Sincerely, Chris & Sara

Sara and Chris - August 09, 2020 at 04:54 PM

“

I Remember Donnie from Tailored living and he always had a Contagious Smile, He
will be Missed Dearly. LISA LAWRENCE

lisa Lawrence - August 09, 2020 at 01:31 PM

“

I want to extend my sympathy to the family.I am a staff from Tailored Living.I will
always remember DJ is smiles,laughs I jokes.DJ is one special guy with a big
heart.He never complained always greeting everyone bringing smiles to everyone.I
am so sorry for your loss my prayers are with the whole family.My deepest Sympathy
Terry Davis

Terry Davis - August 09, 2020 at 12:41 PM

“

On behalf of the whole Tailored Living agency we want you to know how much we
loved and enjoyed working with Donald. He was the sunshine of our day always
willing to share a joke And make us laugh. It was an honor and privilege to be able to
be with him through his life journey. He will be missed dearly

Theresa Kopatich-Tailored Living - August 09, 2020 at 10:59 AM

“

When we were very young we had a blue jay in our front yard that must have been
protecting her babies. She was dive-bombing us just to cross the yard. DJ got a pan
and put it over his head to protect his head. We all got a good laugh out of it. Older
Sister Susan

Susan J Norman - August 09, 2020 at 01:42 AM

