Dorothy B. Homann (Sommer)
September 11, 1917 - April 8, 2008

Dorothy B. Homann, 90, formerly of Waverly, Iowa, passed from an extended illness on
April 8, 2008, at Crestview Acres in Marion. Services: 10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 12, 2008,
at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home, 520 Wilson Ave. SW, Cedar Rapids, by Chaplain
Christine Wagner-Hecht of Mercy Hospice. Visitation will be from 9:30 a.m. until service
time on Saturday at the funeral home. Burial: Hala Cemetery, rural Swisher.
Five children from her marriage to William L. Jindrich, Sr survive Dorothy, Jan M. Rogers
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Mary Swenson of Shelburne, Vermont, Robert A. Jindrich of Iowa
City, Iowa, D. Anne (Patrick) Jindrich of Orange Beach, Alabama, and David (Pam) J.
Jindrich of Morrison, Illinois.
Also surviving are Dorothy’s seven grandchildren, Michael Rogers of Cedar Rapids,
Melanie (John) Gibson of Sutliff, Melissa Rogers of Mechanicsville, Frederick (Barb) J.
Jindrich of South English, Steven (Michelle) Jindrich of Prophetstown, Illinois, and Melanie
and Megan Jindrich of Clinton; and three great-grandchildren, Heather, Joseph and Alex
Jindrich of South English.
She was preceded in death by her eldest son, William (Patricia) L. Jindrich of Amana,
Iowa; her parents; two brothers, Glenn and Robert Sommer; and one sister, Gladys
Buzzard, all of Waterloo, Iowa.
Dorothy was born September 11, 1917, in Tripoli, Iowa, to Arthur C. Sommer and Rosa I.
Schwem. She attended and graduated from Waterloo East High School in 1935 and
received her nursing degree at age 42 from the University of Iowa. Upon graduation,
Dorothy was employed at the University Hospital & Clinics in Iowa City.
Dorothy married Ronald E. Homann in June, 1975, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Waverly, Iowa. In their retirement, they enjoyed traveling and many outdoor-related
activities including gardening, bird watching, and fishing trips to Minnesota. After Ron’s
passing on June 10, 1991, Dorothy volunteered much of her free time to St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, teaching Sunday School, assisting Prayer Groups and preparing weekly
bulletins until her illness in 2002.
Memorials donations will be accepted for the American Alzheimer’s Association in
memory of Dorothy.

Comments

“

I was going through some old pictures and cards today and came across a
Christmas Card from December 2002. As I read the card, I felt that Mom was
speaking to me.
She wrote;
Dear Dave,
The nicest card I got was from you - a wonderful gift of love. When I think of how
terrible everything was, how did you turnout to be such a wonderful human being? I
only tried to work hard and be decent, and raise my children. Things are not always
easy are they? I love you David. You are a good man! A real credit to me! I did not
send the girls anything - just had no funds - best I will remember their birthdays. I
can't remember Megan's date, but I know Melanie's is August 11th. I had a nice
Christmas at Pat's in Amana. The kids are really cute! Never forget you are still my
little boy. I LOVE YOU! Your Mom. [Inside]
Thank you so much for the money. I saved a lot - $6,000.00 in one account, but it's
gone for fees here. I want to go back to Waverly to the apartment, but I'm sure they'll
never let me. I am fine! Jan wants me in Iowa City, It's much to expensive. Thanks
again, Dave. I love you, Your Mom.
Needless to say, the tears rolled down my eyes.

David J. Jindrich - February 22, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I have never met Dorothy, however I have been honored to call her daughter Mary
my best friend for the past thirty years. Mary's spirit and ethics are a tribute to what a
special mother Dorothy was. It is comforting to know that she will live on in the lives
of people she touched. Several times a week I use a phrase which Dorothy imparted
to Mary and then on to me: consider the source. I consider Dorothy as a source of
inspiration to her family and friends and a woman I am sorry to have never met
personally. She will most definitely remain a part of this world through the lives of her
children and those fortunate enough to have walked through life with her.

Diane Schumacher - April 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

My name is Elizabeth, I am a former employee of St. Lukes Living Center West
where i met Dorothy in 2003-2004? In your time of grief I just wanted you and your
family to know what a wonderful mother you had. Your mother was my "favorite", I
remember having long talks about her life and all of you kids, going through pictures
and her remembering things and telling stories. We used to sit on this little couch in
the hallway of LCW, and she would enjoy a Pepsi and we would chat. I am very
thankful to have known your mother, I am very sorry for your loss. May God bring you
comfort during this difficult time.
Elizabeth Lnenicka

Elizabeth Lnenicka - April 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

This is directed to Jan Rogers, since she is the family member I know. I am sorry for
your loss, Jan. I noticed your mother was born on Sept. 11--on the same date as my
mother--not the same year, but after "the September 11" my mother didn't like having
that day as her birthday. She actually had Sept. 13 on her birth certificate because in
those days in little hospitals they weren't too efficient about small details. Losing your
mother is just hard no matter what. She certainly lived a long and eventful life. Just
wanted to let you know we all are thinking about you here in the office.

Janet Polite - April 11, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I am saddened by the death of your mom. There are a lot of childhood memories that
I have of her, and the most prominent of all was that she was a very strong and
caring women. I wish that we could have made it back to Cedar Rapids to be with
you to celebrate her life, but it will be next week before we are in the area. Our
prayers are with all of you.

Kathy & Jim Peel (Niece) - April 11, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

EULOGY
Welcome
Scripture Reading / Ecclesiastes Vs. 1-9
1. There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:
2. a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3. a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,
4. a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5. a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time
to refrain,
6. a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7. a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8. a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
Our Mother, Dorothy B. Homann, formerly of Waverly, IA, died on April 8, 2008, at
Crestview Acres, Marion, after an extended illness. Dorothy passed at 90 years, 6
months, and 22 days of life.
Our Mother was born September 11, 1917, in Tripoli, IA, to Arthur C. Sommer and
Rosa I. Schwem.
In September 1917:
Woodrow Wilson is president of the U. S.;
The October Revolution of 1917 establishes Lenin as the leader of the new
Bolshevik
government in Russia;
The Selective Service Act provides for the first national draft in the US;
Zsa Zsa Gabor, Ella Fitzgerald, and John F. Kennedy are born;
A postage stamp cost 2 cents;
Chicago White Sox win the World Series; and
Iowa beat Iowa State 6-3, in football.
Mother attended and graduated Waterloo East High School in 1935, and received a
License Practical Nurse [LPN] Degree, with Honors, from the University of Iowa
College of Nursing in 1960. Upon graduation, Mother was employed as a Staff Nurse
at University Hospital & Clinics in Iowa City.
I recall at age 16 dropping a cast pipe on my foot. I called Mother at the Hospital and
went to the Emergency Room. Mother met me, and assisted medical staff with

treating my very sore and swollen right big toe. I saw my Mother that day in a role as
a Nurse and not as a Mother. Our Mother shared her compassion, kindness, with not
only the injured or ill, but also with their families and friends. How secure and safe
those families must have felt knowing our Mother was caring for, and comforting their
"loved ones".
Five children from a marriage to William L. Jindrich, Sr. survive our Mother:
Jan M. Rogers of Cedar Rapids; Mary L. Swenson of Shelburne, VT; Robert A.
Jindrich of Iowa City; D. Anne [Patrick] Jindrich of Orange Beach, AL; and David
[Pam] J. Jindrich of Morrison, IL. She was preceded in death by her eldest son,
William [Patricia] L. Jindrich Jr. formerly of Amana; her parents and two brothers,
Glenn & Robert Sommer, and one sister, Gladys Buzzard, all of Waterloo.
Our Mother never drove or possessed a driver's license that I recall. In February
1998, I traveled to Memphis, TN, to provide transportation for her to Waverly, after
spending a month with Anne in Orange Beach, AL. During this fourteen-hour trip, I
again saw Mother in a different role, as an elderly woman fearful of being alone,
fearful of death and dying, and vulnerable to those that may want to take advantage
of her. We discussed growing up in Waterloo, and the effects of the Great
Depression on her family. Our mother was the only child born to the union of Arthur &
Rosa Sommer that was not legally blind. Mother spoke of her youth and her
enjoyment attending dances at ballrooms in Waterloo. Mother spoke of her
relationship with her parents, siblings, and our father. She spoke of past regrets while
I praised her for raising six children independently; teaching a strong sense of right
and wrong, a strong work ethic, and respect for others. As I reflect back on that
fourteen-hour trip, it seems like fourteen minutes!
Our Mother and I were not always in agreement with issues, and there were times
when I hated the message, but I always loved the messenger. It was only after I had
children that I appreciated the message as sound advise!
Our Mother married Ronald E. Homann in June 1975, a
David & Pam Jindrich - April 11, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I am truly sorry for your loss. Dorothy was a wonderful wife to my father and surely
extended his life with her excellent loving care. She provided him with many happy
years of love and companionship for which my sister, Judy and I are very grateful. He
loved all of his step-children and was proud to call them family. We are very
saddened by her passing but comforted to know she is at peace in Christ's loving
arms now.

Linda Koleno - April 09, 2008 at 12:00 AM

