Duane Steven Ockenfels
June 4, 1977 - September 6, 2018

Duane Steven Ockenfels, 41, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed away unexpectedly on
Thursday, September 6, 2018, at his home. Cremation has taken place. The family will
greet friends from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. Friday, September 14, 2018, at Murdoch-Linwood
Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cedar Rapids. A Memorial Service will be held at
1:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 15, 2018, at the funeral home conducted by Robert
Riley. Duane will be laid to rest next to his mother at Hazel Knoll Cemetery in rural Linn
County, Iowa, at a later date.
Duane was born June 4, 1977, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the son of Roger and Donna
(Blaylock) Ockenfels. Duane was a graduate of Marion High School and was chosen as
KWWL Best of the Class of 1995. He had attended Kirkwood Community College. Duane
enjoyed everything to do with computers; from programing his first Apple 2 at age 12, to
disassembling and making them supercharged. His father could tell early on this was
going to be Duane’s occupation. During his work career, Duane became proficient in well
over a dozen programing languages. He was employed by several companies for many
years as a Senior Computer Programmer/Analyst, retiring from TransAmerica in May of
2018. Duane enjoyed video games, but not as much as he did a new board game or cards
played with his friends or family. For four years, Duane and his father were season ticket
holders at Iowa Speedway; he loved Indy car racing the most. NASCAR was second.
Duane had such a kind heart. He took in dogs that others couldn't care for anymore; one
such dog was “Troy”, who was with Duane 13 years.
In June 2017, Duane returned to the faith of his youth after being away for nearly two
decades and became an active member in the Cedar Valley Congregation of Jehovah's
Witnesses. He had a strong faith and will be missed by his spiritual brothers and sisters,
along with all who knew him.
He is survived and lovingly remembered by his father, Roger (Lisa) Ockenfels of Oxford
Junction; sister, Christy (Andrew) Pietropinto of Cedar Rapids; paternal grandmother,
Vivian Ockenfels of Cedar Rapids; two uncles, Michael (Karen) Ockenfels of Johnston and

Forest (Bonnie) Blaylock of Depere, Wisconsin; three aunts, Judy Neumeyer and JoAnn
Suchomel, both of Cedar Rapids, and Jene (Dennis) Henigar of Blue Ridge, Texas; and
ten cousins, Nick Ockenfels, Jeremy (Becca) Ockenfels, Dawn (Chris) Coppess, Amy
(Brian) Neer, Matt Berry, Melody (Brad) Lockman, David Henigar, Derek Henigar, and Amy
and Amanda.
Duane was preceded in death by his beloved mother, his ‘rock’ and confidant, Donna,
whom he was very close to; maternal grandparents, Donald and JoAnna Blaylock; and
paternal grandfather, LeRoy Ockenfels.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the family to be designated later.
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Comments

“

Roger and Christy,
Duane will be missed! I am grateful he visited Pioneer earlier this year and many of
us who watched him grow up got to catch up with him that day!
Some of our favorite (early) memories of Duane are doing Unassigned with your
family in Mitchell County when all the kids were little. Also both our sons had the
privilege of being on stage for an interview at Janesville back in 1987. We were such
proud parents!
The kids enjoyed lots of games and laughs at your house and ours! Lots of playing
outside, (a few shenanigans that involved flames and smoke!?), enjoying Chapmans
Fun World, many parties, dances and "talent shows"
And of course, the camp out you got together at Matzel Park! Lugging all our stuff up
that hill in the snow!! What an adventure!
Soon, we will be with our loved ones again. Making more memories. With no more
tears, pain, sorrow or death! (Rev. 21:4)
Dee Nunemaker

Dee Nunemaker - September 14, 2018 at 10:56 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Duane Steven Ockenfels.

September 14, 2018 at 01:51 PM

“

I worked with Duane for many years a long time ago. He was a great person brilliant & shy yet incredibly funny. So sad to hear of his passing. Prayers to his
family and friends at this hard time.

Sheila Dietel - September 14, 2018 at 11:21 AM

“

Ruth, Mark and Nadine, Mike and Candy and families purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of Duane Steven Ockenfels.

Ruth, Mark and Nadine, Mike and Candy and families - September 13, 2018 at 02:29 PM

“

Duane worked for me at Transamerica for 18 months until he left last April. It was a
pleasure to get to know him professionally and personally. I considered him a friend. I
am very saddened to hear of his passing.

Tom Isabella - September 11, 2018 at 05:02 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Dianne Sedlar - September 11, 2018 at 01:34 PM

“

I will miss Duane. I worked with him a few years and we became friends; I thoroughly
enjoyed our long conversations. He drove down to Kentucky to share the eclipse
experience with me and another co-worker. Quite a day, I'm so glad to have this memory.
Dianne Sedlar - September 11, 2018 at 01:36 PM

“

Duane was a very smart, sweet, kind, funny man, who was very much admired and
appreciated by all of us who worked with him. He will be missed.
Patti Peterson-Levi - September 11, 2018 at 03:28 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear this heartbreaking news. Duane was a smart, funny and caring
person, who I had the chance to get to know because we had all the same classes in
high school. One of my fondest memories of Duane is a rap video he put together at
our last high school reunion... made the entire guest list laugh. I’m so sorry to hear
this news, my sympathies and condolences for Duane’s family, he will be truly
missed.

sarah robertson - September 10, 2018 at 11:41 AM

“

Love, Jene , Dennis, David, and Derek Hennigar purchased the Florist Choice
Bouquet for the family of Duane Steven Ockenfels.

Love, Jene , Dennis, David, and Derek Hennigar - September 10, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

Duane always will be loved by me and my children. He was my closest friend and
confidant. He loved me and my children, and showed us kindness, provided us a
home and security. Duane was a very private person who wanted what he did for us
to be kept private, he did not want to be praised publicly for it. He loved Jehovah and
had unending faith in his promises.

Angie Stevens - September 09, 2018 at 09:54 PM

“

I loved playing board games with Duane, Christy, Donna, and Roger growing up.
Duane was smart and funny. During one game of dictionary my family played with his
in the 80s where you would make fake definitions for words he won repeatedly with
the most creative answers. Miss playing with you all, Roger and Christy. My heart
feels broken for Duane tonight.

Forrest Parsons - September 09, 2018 at 08:55 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the family and all who had the privilege to know Duane.
He was such a smart, funny and caring person. This is such a tragedy! Growing up
we had so many fun times, including the ever competitive "double deck airplane
pinochle" card games. Duane kept stats and everything! More recently we got to do
that a couple more times, wish we could have done it more.

Jen Betzer - September 09, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“
“

Very nice, I wish he could have known how much he was loved.
Angie - September 09, 2018 at 09:56 PM

I am so sorry to hear about Duane's passing. Duane and I worked together at
Transamerica. We had some very meaningful conversations in which I got a glimpse into
his kind and sensitive character. I feel lucky to have known him. Deepest condolences to
Duane's family.
Sharon Ding - September 11, 2018 at 10:30 PM

“

We would like to extend our sympathies to the family of Duane.
We thoroughly enjoyed having him as part of our Congregation.
Who would have thought he could perfectly rock out a Bee Gee's song at one of our
Karaoke parties? We also enjoyed going to the movies together.
How we eagerly await the day when we will laugh with him again, and enjoy life with him
again. In the meantime, he will be held close to our hearts.
Jim and Lisa Lambrakis
Jim Lambrakis - September 13, 2018 at 07:54 PM

