Dwight Dale LeClere
September 27, 1928 - October 1, 2021

Dwight Dale LeClere, 93, of Coggon, Iowa, passed away on Friday, October 1, 2021, at
the Dennis & Donna Oldorf Hospice House of Mercy in Hiawatha, Iowa. Family will greet
friends and family from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 2021, at Zion Presbyterian
Church located at 110 3rd Street North in Coggon. A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m.
on Monday, October 4, 2021, at the church, where an additional visitation will begin one
hour prior to the service. Pastor Donald LeClere and Pastor Lisa Ross Thedens will
officiate. Burial will follow at Coggon Cemetery in Coggon. Murdoch Funeral Home &
Cremation Service of Central City is assisting the family.
Dwight was born on September 27, 1928, at the family farmhouse East of Coggon, the
son of Ernest Dwight and Marie Rose (Bronemann) LeClere. As a young teenager, he
detasseled corn to earn money for lessons to receive his pilot license, which he earned
before the age of 16. He was a 1946 graduate of Coggon High School and went on to
serve honorably in the United States Army, during the Korean Conflict. On November 4,
1951, Dwight was united in marriage to Arlene Klopp at the Central Park Presbyterian
Church in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He farmed his entire life as well as worked for Collins
Radio and Iowa Manufacturing. His love for flying never ended. He was a member of the
Antique Aircraft Association and the Experimental Aircraft Association. Dwight was also a
member of the Masonic Lodge Mecca 523, Coggon American Legion Post #362, the
Scottish Rite, Coggon Historical Society, the Eastern Star, and Zion Presbyterian Church.
He enjoyed fishing and going to his grandchildren’s sporting events. Dwight’s passion was
spending time with his family. He will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him.
Dwight is survived and lovingly remembered by his wife of 69 years, Arlene J. LeClere of
Coggon; four children, Dave (Vicky) LeClere of Coggon, Don (Sandra) LeClere of
Marshall, Minnesota, Doug LeClere (Cindy Mormann) of Coggon, and Kim (Don) Smith of
Monticello, Iowa; ten grandchildren, Heather (Patrick) Strauch, Brad (Kate) LeClere, Lisa
LeClere (fiancé, Clinton Bryan), Josh LeClere, Mike LeClere (fiancée, Samantha Fern),
Dan (Leah) LeClere, Nick (Maddison) LeClere, Chris (Emily) LeClere, Derick Smith
(fiancée, Beatriz Hernandez), and Brandon Smith; 18 great-grandchildren; brother, Harlan

LeClere of Cedar Rapids; and sister, Beverly LeClere-Melcome of Hercules, California.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Ernest and Marie LeClere.
A memorial fund in Dwight’s memory has been established.

Comments

“

I was sorry to hear of the passing of Dwight and wish to extend my sympathy to the
family. I knew Dwight while working at Monticello Aviation where he kept his Stinson
aircraft and performed maintenance. I enjoyed visiting with him while he shared
many stories of his flying. I learned much of his love of flying and what it was like in
the early years of aviation. I also remember visiting with Dwight and Arlene at their
farm and wish I had made more visits. Dwight will surely be missed.
Gary Bohlken

Gary Bohlken - October 04, 2021 at 10:20 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Dwight Dale LeClere.

October 02, 2021 at 11:18 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Dwight Dale LeClere.

October 02, 2021 at 10:49 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Dwight Dale LeClere.

October 02, 2021 at 10:33 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Dwight Dale LeClere.

October 02, 2021 at 10:31 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the LeClere family. There has been a family connection
between the LeClere and Ammeter families for many generations, and Dwight and
Arlene were like another set of parents to me. I remember getting airplane rides from
Dwight from the airstrip on their farm, and feeling the exhilaration and freedom of
flight along with him. I loved all the shared meals and card parties through the years,
and the infamous wine and cheese parties, often featuring wines and sometimes
beers handcrafted by Dwight and my dad Richard. Dwight was a very special man
who was dearly loved and will be greatly missed. I hope you find comfort and peace
in your wonderful memories and in knowing that Dwight is free of pain and soaring
through the heavens once more. Gone from this earth, but never ever forgotten.

April Sakane - October 02, 2021 at 01:51 AM

