Ellis Ray Shelden
January 20, 1934 - September 14, 2019

Ellis Ray Shelden, 85, of Marion, Iowa, departed this life on Saturday, September 14,
2019. Visitation will be held from 4 – 7 p.m. on Wednesday, September 18, 2019, at
Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Marion. A Memorial Service will be held at
11 a.m. Thursday, September 19, 2019, at the funeral home. Inurnment will take place at a
later date.
Ray was born in Beaconsfield, Iowa, on January 20, 1934, to Guy Brian Shelden and
Alma Gladys (Dady) Shelden. He graduated from Mt. Ayr Community High School in May
of 1952 and since Ray had been a member of the Navy Reserves he went immediately
after graduation to the Great Lakes Training Center. After graduating from Dental
Corpman training, Ray was shipped to Parris Island, South Carolina, where he was
attached to the United States Army Marine Corps. On June 14, 1953, he was united in
marriage to Helen Blanche Combs in Mt. Ayr. After Ray was discharged from the Navy, he
returned to Mt. Ayr, and the couple moved to Iowa City, Iowa where Ray graduated from
the University of Iowa, School of Pharmacy in February of 1959. In that year the couple
moved to Marion, Iowa, where he began working for Edison Pharmacy. Ray later
purchased the pharmacy and was a businessman for the next sixteen years at which time
he became an inspector for the Iowa Board of Pharmacy for the next 20 years. Ray retired
in 2000. He continued to attend and keep his Pharmacy License through the Linn County
Pharmacy Association and other sources of continuing education classes. Ray was active
in Iowa Pharmacy Association, Linn County Pharmacy Association, and the Mason’s
Chapter 548 of Marion.
Ray’s passions in life were his family, where he took great pleasure in his grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, his golf, having belonged to the Indian Creek Country Club for
many years, his canine companion, Sammy, and the Iowa Hawkeyes. While in high school
he was also an avid baseball player playing shortstop for the Veterans team of Mt. Ayr.
Ray had great feelings and friendships for the many patients who depended upon his
advice and service to them from the pharmacy. He was a great people person also
enjoying the games of bridge and gin with his pals. On every week day morning, he was at

coffee at Hy-Vee enjoying much conversation with fellow buddies.
He is survived by his wife, Helen of 66 years; his daughters, Andrea (John) Schindler of
Marion and Caprice (Walter) Rich of Amana, Iowa; three beloved grandchildren, Meghan
(Jerry) Yurchisin of Alexandria, Virginia, Bailey (Jon) Steffen of Dunkerton, Iowa, and
Dalton Schindler of Marion; three great-grandchildren, Belle, Scarlett and Landon Steffen;
four step-grandchildren, Lucus Pitcher, MaKenzie, Hayden and Jaxson Randall, and their
mother, step-granddaughter, Lisa Randall; and many nieces and nephews.
Ray was preceded in death by his parents, Alma and Guy Shelden; sister, Alice Mae
(Defenbaugh) Keplinger; brother, Avery Guy Shelden; father-in-law and mother-in-law,
Arnold and Lorene Combs; sister-in-law, Marilyn Giles; and brother-in-law, John Combs.
Memorials in Ray’s memory may be directed to the American Heart Association at 1035 N.
Center Point Road #B, Hiawatha, Iowa, 52233 or the Cedar Valley Humane Society at
7411Mount Vernon Road SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 52403.
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04:00PM - 07:00PM

Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service - Marion
3855 Katz Drive, Marion, IA, US, 52302
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service - Marion
3855 Katz Drive, Marion, IA, US, 52302

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 16, 2019 at 06:09 PM

“

Such a beautiful tribute to a beautiful man. My thoughts and prayers to the Shelden family. I
always remember Uncle Ray in his brown jumpsuit and the smell of those cigars! So glad I
got to spend some time with Ray in August. Love to you all.
Dena Kothe - September 18, 2019 at 01:45 PM

“

Forty six years ago Ray took me in as a pharmacy intern and opened my eyes on
how I could help people thru a pharmacy practice. I have now finished my 42 year as
an independent pharmacist and have never forgotten what I learned from him.
My condolences. Jon Luedtke Rph. Fort Mayer’s, Fl.

Jon Luedtke - September 26, 2019 at 08:44 PM

“

We always looked forward to our Friday nite 2-ball with the group, but we could
always count on Ray and Helen to be there. We were sorry to have given it up to
return home to Florida 2 years ago, but life changes thru the years. We were so
happy to have shared that time with Ray. He was always cheerful and funny. Rest in
peace Ray. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.

Jack and Debby Kellogg - September 18, 2019 at 10:55 PM

“

My sincere sympathy. Ray always greeted me on the golf course. He was a great
guy to talk to. My you be comforted by the promises of the Resurrection.
Peace.
Pastor John Albertson

pastor john albertson - September 18, 2019 at 05:55 PM

“

Such a wonderful man, neighbor, and second dad.... We were neighbors of Helen,
Ray, Andy and Cappie all the time growing up in Marion, Iowa. My parents Norma
and Chuck Butters played cards and marbles and kept track of all of us kids. It was
like a second family. I am so grateful Jeanne (Butters) Stevens and I were able to
visit last month. We talked, laughed and reminisced. So much love for the whole
family. Time heals all wounds with patience and love. Prayers and love to all.
Barbara (Butters) Clossen

Barbara Clossen - September 18, 2019 at 05:30 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the Shelden family. Ray always seemed to have a smile on
his face and brought lots of laughter. He will be deeply missed by many.
Brenda Fishel

Brenda Fishel - September 17, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

85 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 16, 2019 at 05:55 PM

“

Ray was one of my favorite members. I will miss him always making sure to let us
know when it was 8:15 on couples night & time to announce the winners. I will miss
seeing on the weekend mornings opening up the golf course and saying "what are
you doing here so early?" whenever I showed up early enough that he was still there.
I'm really glad I got to know him over the last 15 years. He will be missed by
everyone at Indian Creek Country Club

Ryan Gass - September 16, 2019 at 04:57 PM

“

Ray was a good guy-always a pleasure to be with or around. The world was a bettor
place with his presents . My sympathy for his family

Harry L Simonsen - September 16, 2019 at 02:47 PM

“

Ray was a good friend. We have fond memories of the trips the couple’s golf group
took over the years. In particular, the annual battle of the Golf Team and the
America’s Team. We will miss you Ray.
Ken and Mickey Rutherford

Ken and Mickey Rutherford - September 16, 2019 at 01:39 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Ellis Ray Shelden.

September 16, 2019 at 11:48 AM

“

I started working for the Marion Hy Vee in 2013 and I would see Ray every morning
that I worked. It wasnt until I became the Assistant Nightstock Manager that I got the
privilege to meet Ray and get to know him. He was and will always be my favorite
regular coffee drinker. I am going to miss the great conversations and that wonderful
smile. My mornings will never be the same. Thanks for the corks......

Sheri Ulrich - September 16, 2019 at 09:32 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Ellis Ray Shelden.

September 15, 2019 at 09:09 PM

