Ernest "Ernie" A. Radies Jr.
August 8, 1940 - March 18, 2022

Ernest “Ernie” A. Radies, Jr., 81, of Marion, Iowa, was born in Long Beach, California, to
Ernest A. Radies Sr. and Margaret Hilgenfeld on August 8, 1940. Always a California boy
at heart, he passed away on Friday, March 18, 2022, in Covina, California, while visiting
his brother, Van Radies of Rowland Heights, California. A funeral service for Ernie will be
held at 1:30 p.m. on Monday, March 28, 2022, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation
Service in Marion, with a visitation one hour prior to service at the funeral home. Pastor
John Albertson will officiate.
Ernie married Mary Jean Hanson on January 23, 1988, in Parker, Colorado. Although
Ernie and Mary Jean had no children of their own, they are the favorite uncle and aunt of
many nieces, nephews, great nieces, and great nephews. He obtained his Associates
Degree in Accounting from Woodbury College, while also serving in the California Army
National Guard. The majority of his career was spent as an accountant for the exploration
department of Cyprus Mines Corporation, headquartered in Englewood, Colorado. He
retired in 2010, and spent time road tripping throughout the west, going to airshows,
museums, Dairy Queen, and hobby shops. Ernie was a planner and always researched
the route to optimize time and attractions. No reservations were made ahead of time
because you never knew where the road would lead. Who needs Map Quest when you
had Ernie. He could always find places of interest, places to stay, no matter how small or
quirky, thanks to paper maps, tour books, and the book store. The backroad is always the
best way to travel. City parks were a must for lunch stops with beloved pets, Ariel, Troik,
and Cody. Ernie could always find newspaper or magazine articles and would snail mail
things you were interested in whenever he thought about you. He loved trivia and was
good at it. Enie could talk for hours about World War II and the Civil War. Who knows, he
may have been there in a past life. Ernie loved ice cream and cookies and enjoyed
making small scale models of military aircraft. He was an avid reader, but never listened to
or downloaded a book. You could pick Ernie out in a crowd by his plaid shirts and Black
Dog hat. Coming from a small family himself, he survived many a Hanson impromptu
family gathering by turning off his hearing aids.

Ernie is survived and lovingly remembered by his wife 34 years, Mary Radies of Marion;
brother, Van Dwight Radies of Rowland Heights, California; and numerous nieces,
nephews, great nieces and great nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Ernie’s wish was to have donations in his memory be made to Luther Manor in Dubuque,
Iowa, in Vi Hanson’s name.
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Comments

“

Ernie was a life well lived. There are so many fond memories. One is when Rick and
I and Sarah and Mark met in Nebraska. After a long day of fishing we ate at a
Mexican Restaurant enjoying their Margaritas which led to a miniature golf game and
Ernie’s infamous pool cue shot. Of course visiting airplane museums with Ernie who
was our personal tour guide was always a must. Since moving back to the Midwest it
was always so much fun going along with you guys on your little side trips and eating
at one of your new found places to eat. We miss you so much already. Prayers and
hugs to you Mary for comfort and peace. We love you. Sandy and Rick Grothe

Sandy and Rick Grothe - March 28 at 09:27 AM

“

Mary Jean and the Radies family,
My sincere sympathy to you and your family. Know that you are in my thoughts and
prayers at this time. It was great to meet Ernie at our class reunion. God Bless all of
you!
Kathy A. Koch

Kathy Koch - March 27 at 08:42 PM

“

One of my favorite memories of Ernie happened during our visit to The Broadmoor
Hotel in Colorado Springs while Shelly was attending a nursing conference there.
Mary, Ernie and I decided to get their fabulous Sunday brunch before starting a day
of touring scenic places. Ernie, always the Bean Counter thought the price was to
much to pay and decided to do coffee and a cinnamon roll. Afterwards all four of us
left to go on our excursion. By the time we got to Penrose, CO it was noon and he
was starving. I really believe it was Ernie’s plan to stop at one of his favorite pie
destinations called The Gooseberry Patch all along. He ordered a full dinner topped
off with his favorite pie and vanilla ice cream. Not to mention that he also let us know
how much money he saved eating here instead of our expensive brunch. Mary,
Shelly and I were still full from brunch but managed to order apple pie and vanilla ice
cream to at least look like we weren’t just taking up space in the dining area. Ernie,
I’m going to miss you but will always remember the fun you put into any adventure
that came our way.

Pat Eisbach - March 27 at 06:25 PM

“

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the family of Ernest "Ernie" A. Radies Jr..

March 27 at 05:01 PM

“

Mary Jean,
Tim and I extend our heartfelt sympathy at the loss of your Ernie. We hope you can
take comfort in knowing that heaven is now a better place that Ernie has arrived.
We pray that You will find assurance that Ernie moves forward on his journey to
eternal life with Christ, our Lord and Savior.
Dear Father, welcome Ernie's soul into Your kingdom and let Your perpetual light
shine upon him, may he rest in peace. Amen.

Julie Duggan - March 27 at 01:47 PM

“

Mary. So sorry to hear of Ernie’s passing. I’m sure you two had a fun life together. Of
course who wouldn’t have fun times with you. There is no doubt you made his life
full. Our condolences extend to the entire Hanson family.
Connie and Brian bennett

connie and brian bennettt - March 27 at 01:14 PM

“

Mary Jean we are so sorry to hear bout Ernie. You are in are thoughts and prayer GT
and Diane. Also I will never forget the time many years ago me and a friend came to
Colorado for skiing and you were so kind to put us up in home for are trip.

GT Hanson - March 27 at 09:59 AM

“

Mary and all of the Radies Family,
We are so sorry for your loss. Ernie was a wonderful man.
We will always feel we were part of Ernie & Mary's "Colorado Family"
John & Cindy Windholz

John Windholz - March 26 at 08:52 PM

“

3 files added to the album Ernie and Mary / Colorado

John Windholz - March 26 at 08:42 PM

“

John, thank you for sharing these photos of our Colorado family. So many great memories
of spending time with the Windholz family.
Mary - March 27 at 06:28 AM

“

Love, Jeff & Jackie purchased the Summer's Light Bouquet for the family of Ernest
"Ernie" A. Radies Jr..

Love, Jeff & Jackie - March 26 at 07:34 PM

“

67 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - March 26 at 02:06 PM

