Fred D. Barnhouse
November 10, 1943 - July 27, 2020

Fred Barnhouse, 76, of Coggon, Iowa, passed away on Monday, July 27, 2020, at the
Dennis & Donna Oldorf Hospice House of Mercy in Hiawatha, Iowa. Per his wishes,
cremation has taken place. Burial will take place at God’s Acres Cemetery in Clermont,
Iowa at a later date. Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service of Marion, Iowa, is
assisting the family.
Fred was born November 10, 1943, in Clermont, Iowa, the son of John and Lila (Gruver)
Barnhouse. He graduated from Valley High School in Elgin, Iowa, in 1961, and went on to
attend the Electronic Computer Programming Institute in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, graduating
at the top of his class in 1966. On June 13, 1981, Fred was united in marriage to Judy
(Snitker) Waters. During his career as a computer programmer he worked for the Cedar
Rapids School District, Merchants National Bank, BICS, Life Investors, and Perot Systems
in Iowa and Florida, retiring in 2009. Fred proudly served as the Kidney Network Patient
Representative at Mercy Dialysis Center. He enjoyed spending time with family and
friends, joking around, and driving his ’57 Chevy golf cart in parades with Judy (in 1950’s
attire). Fred’s greatest gift to us was his love, but his gift of laughter was a very close
second. He had a special way to connect with everyone he came in contact with. He will
be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him.
Fred is survived and lovingly remembered by his wife of 39 years, Judy of Coggon;
daughter, Julia (Dirk) Lebeda of Palo, Iowa; four step-children, Sherry (Bill) Bright of
Anamosa, Iowa, Sheila Kelley of Cedar Rapids, LeeAnn (Brad) Olson of Walford, Iowa,
and Craig Waters of Swisher, Iowa; 11 grandchildren, Dalton and Wyatt Lebeda, Cody
Bright, Kasey Spores, Roger, Robert, and Dillon Kelley, Ashley Covington, Tasha Schmidt,
and Payton and Paige Waters; 13 great-grandchildren, Ava Lebeda, Carson, Kyler, and
Corbyn Bright, Lily and Cadence Spores, Brooklyn Kelley, Owen Kelley, Isaac and
Kennedy Kelley, Rilynn and Nyle Schmidt, and another great-grandchild expected in
October; two sisters, Mary Sandeen of Lidderdale, Iowa, and Wanda Flatland of Cresco,
Iowa; sister-in-law, Cecile Barnhouse of Colorado; and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, John and Lila Barnhouse; two brothers, Lew
and John Barnhouse; and two brothers-in-law, Charlie Sandeen and Kenny Flatland.
The family would like to extend a special thank you to everyone at the Mercy Dialysis
Center in Cedar Rapids.
“Now I know more than the wisest amongst you.”

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - July 31 at 01:17 PM

“
“

Thoughts of you and your family Craig
Amy Holecek - August 01 at 07:37 PM

To Judy and Fred’s family, was so very sorry to learn of Fred’s passing. We sat next to each
other at dialysis. Several of us were worried about Fred especially those last two weeks of
his life. When he didn’t show up last Monday, we knew it wasn’t good. Called his cell on
Tues but that was too late. Of course, the gals at dialysis couldn’t tell us anything so we
found out from the obit.
Fred was such a joy to be around; a very kind and caring man; always interested in other
people; with such a positive outlook on life (he encouraged all of us every dialysis session).
We all at dialysis were so glad to have known him even a little.
Most of us know how difficult it is to lose a loved one, Judy, and you were always so
supportive of Fred and the staff at Mercy dialysis. God’s blessings to you as you grieve.
Our very best to you In the future.
In deepest sympathy, Jan Monk
Jan Monk - August 02 at 01:42 PM

“

When we bought our first home on Parkview Dr. in Marion, Fred and daughter Julie were
living in the house next door. Some earliest memories: he invited us over to watch the
movie ‘10’ on HBO, he bought a blue Pontiac ‘T’ top he called Farrah. We had a long and
lasting friendship, he always had a new story to tell – many including “stereo-type blonds”-,
projects from remodeling, building fence together after we installed swimming pools in our
back yards, etc... After his marriage to Judy more good memories of camping and boating
on the Mississippi River and in later years yet, visits to Strawberry Festival in Plant City, FL.
WE MAKE OUR FRIENDS,
WE MAKE OUR ENEMIES,
BUT GOD MAKES OUR NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOR.
JK CHESTERTON, 1874-1936
We will miss you Fred, condolences to the family.
Harry and Rowena Johnson
Harry - August 03 at 03:25 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Harry Johnson - August 03 at 01:01 PM

“

45 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - July 31 at 01:15 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Fred’s passing. I lived next door to Fred and Judy in Florida. He was
a very kind man he will be missed. Your friend Sharon Smith Rest In Peace my friend
sharon smith - July 31 at 06:30 PM

“

Fred and I worked together for 35 years at MNB, BICS and Perot Systems. We
became good friends and Fred helped me with various projects around the house.
He was always willing to help. We enjoyed each other’s company.
Doug Cameron

Doug Cameron - July 30 at 07:53 PM

“

Julia & family, sorry to hear of your Dad passing away. Know that he is in a better
place and someday you will see him again. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.
God Bless you.

Barb Vajgrt - July 30 at 07:01 PM

“

Freddie and I were classmates. When we were in the 6th grade he gave me my
nickname which was Spider. My maiden name is Schneider so I guess this is how he
arrived with the nick name. Spider was my name all through school. I will always
remember him as Freddie. He will be missed. I am very sorry for your loss.

Karen Cain - July 30 at 01:57 PM

“

My husband, Dean, was one of the 4 or 5 people Fred used to banter with. He sure
enjoyed his jokes and sense of humor.
Our sincere sympathy goes out to the whole family.
May he Rest In Peace.
Dean and Shelly Hatfield

Dean Hatfield - July 29 at 05:08 PM

