George R. Etzel
June 6, 1931 - August 28, 2019

George R. Etzel, 88, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed away Wednesday, August 28, 2019,
at Mercy Hallmar, Cedar Rapids. A graveside service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, August 31, 2019, at Lafayette Cemetery in rural Alburnett. Arrangements by
Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Marion.
George was born on the Etzel family farm, near Lafayette, Iowa, on June 6, 1931, in the
same room where his father and all of his siblings were born.
George attended and graduated from Alburnett High School. He continued his education
at Coe College in Cedar Rapids. After high school, George served honorably in the United
States Army from 1951 to 1953, during the Korean War. After being wounded in the war,
he spent 362 days in Hot Springs, Arkansas Hospital recovering. For his actions in the
Korean War, George was awarded the Purple Heart. He retired from the Army in October
of 1953. George then worked at Tait & Wagner Real Estate Co. in Cedar Rapids until he
left to pursue his passion in farming. He farmed up until the Etzel family donated their
family farm of Sugar Grove to Indian Creek Nature Center in 2016.
George enjoyed many hobbies. He enjoyed the arts, researching presidents and he had a
passion for reading that compared to no other. Often times he would be reading up to four
different books at any given time. His famous saying was, “Taking a book away from me is
like taking my right arm”. George also loved his animals. His cats always received
treatment like they were kings. George always loved sharing stories of his beloved
Canadian Geese, Elizabeth and Taylor. George’s passion was farming and he loved the
land he was raised on. Harvest was always a special time for George. One of the
highlights was the home cooked meals that were made by his mom and later his sister,
Bert.
George was preceded in death by his grandparents, Henry Etzel and Sara Maier Etzel,
Gus and Alice Johnson; parents, Ernest and Ina (Johnson) Etzel; brother, Harold; and
sisters, Geraldine, Esther, and Bertha.
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Comments

“

As a farmer’s daughter and a Teacher-Naturalist volunteer at Indian Creek Nature
Center, I am so grateful to your loved one, George Etzel, for his legacy gift of Sugar
Grove Farm to Indian Creek Nature Center for the benefit of all Iowans. I have been
to the farm several times already and love each opportunity to connect with my own
farming heritage. Pat Meier

Pat Meier - September 03, 2019 at 01:33 PM

“

I had the good fortune to know George for many years. I enjoyed his sense of humor,
deep love of the land and inquisitive mindl. I especially liked his stories of his
childhood on Etzel's Sugar Grove Farm and being chased by a big White Rock
Rooster or sometimes chasing the same bird.
George's generosity is his legacy. His gift of his beloved farm to the Indian Creek
Nature Center enables generations of people to enjoy his farm as the farm itself
proves the viability of organic food production. This will always be the legacy of
George and all the Etzel Family. He will be missed.
Rich Patterson, Director Emeritus, Indian Creek Nature Center
and George Etzel friend.

Rich A Patterson - August 30, 2019 at 06:06 PM

