George W. Running
March 25, 1937 - November 2, 2020

George W. Running, 83, of Dubuque, Iowa, passed away on November 2, 2020.
Committal services will take place on Saturday, November 7, 2020, at 11a.m. at Center
Point Cemetery in Center Point, Iowa. All guests are respectfully requested to wear a face
mask and practice social distancing.
Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Marion, Iowa is in care of arrangements.
George is survived by his son, Nathan Running of New York, New York; daughter, Kristi
Running of St. Paul, Minnesota; sisters, Kristi (John) Carlson of Ames, Iowa, and Marjorie
(George) Wharton of Decorah, Iowa.
George was preceded in death by his wife, Kaye Running (2017); parents, O.M. (2012)
and Marjorie (Olney) Running (1968); and sister, Marit (Franklin) Pudas (2019).
George was born on March 25, 1937, in Tacoma, Washington, the only son of O.M. and
Marjorie Running. The family moved to Chicago, Illinois, and eventually Decorah, Iowa,
where George graduated from Luther College. He received his Master’s degree from the
University of Northern Colorado. While in graduate school, George met Kaye Dennis and
they were married June 8, 1968. He taught at Lake Mills Iowa schools for four years prior
to spending over 30 years teaching social studies and coaching wrestling at Jefferson
Junior High School in Dubuque before retiring in 1999.
George was a member of the Dubuque Choral and the Friends of the Library for many
years. In addition to teaching, painting houses and woodworking, he enjoyed art, reading,
classical music and attended the Dubuque Symphony concerts regularly.
George was cared for by many over the years and especially this past year. The family
would like to thank his caregivers and friends for their support.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to Carnegie Stout Public Library Foundation,
Hospice of Dubuque, or a charity of the donor’s choice.
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Comments

“

I have wonderful memories of George Running who was on the board of directors of
the Dubuque County Historical Society for many years. He was on the board when
the Society hired me in 1977, and I remember how loyal, generous, and giving he
was as a volunteer. It was a delight to work with George, and it was that spirit that
helped the Historical Society grow and prosper over the years. We will miss him.
Jerry Enzler

Jerry Enzler - December 17, 2020 at 03:14 PM

“

Sorry being so late-- but, the newspapers here pile up as I get behind. In any case, if
this still active:
George and I crossed paths early on as our days as Junior High, wrestling coaches
overlapped in the late 1960's; he at Jefferson and I at Washington before 9th grade
got moved to the High Schools in 1969-70 school year. One of my first wrestling
coach memories when new in town in the Fall of 1964 about trying to find Jefferson
Junior High for my team's first meet there. The Wash/Jeff rivalry was "intense" :-)
After retiring we occasionally crossed paths at Retired Teachers Luncheons and I
recall George's kind words after one travel/adventure type program I gave at one of
those. Then, in July, 2016, George joined the Sierra Club and maintained his
membership for a few years that I recognized due to my position as Membership
Chair for our regional, White Pine Group of the Sierra Club. His contributions to the
support of conservation and environmental concerns was noteworthy and much
appreciated by all things natural. My condolences to his family. Richard Worm

Richard Worm - November 16, 2020 at 12:15 PM

“

I had the privilege and great pleasure of singing in the Dubuque Chorale with
George. From my very first rehearsal, he was always welcoming, friendly, supportive
of my conducting, and genuinely hilarious. I loved his wit and sensed how deeply he
cared for both the organization and everyone in it. With my deepest sympathy and
condolences, Trey Davis

Trey Davis - November 11, 2020 at 05:46 PM

“

Sending our sympathy in the passing of your father and our dear friend! When they
moved in across the street from us they immediately became great friends and extra
grandparents to our kids. George and Kaye came to countless activities our kids
were involved in to cheer them on. We enjoyed many vacations with your mom and
dad. I will miss their friendships tremendously! Your dad was a great man with a fun
sense of humor. Rest In Peace dear friend.

Pam and John Gartner - November 08, 2020 at 11:48 AM

“

George Running, and especially Nathan and Kristi—and his sisters Kristi and
Marjorie. Special remembering of Kaye and Marit.
George, Kaye, Nathan, and Kristi were my close neighbors and friends for over thirty
years.
During that time, George was also my creative carpenter; everywhere I walk in my
home or around my yard, I find marvelous memories of his outstanding craft and
totally caring demeanor.
I will attach a picture of one very special memory, a tree gifted and planted by
George and Kaye the year of my dear Mom’s New Life.
Art Treasures from George’s father and sister Marit grace my walls to this day.
I will never forget George and Kaye and often think of you, Nathan and Kristi.
Peace and care, to all. I am with you, in spirit.
Donna Bauerly
305 River Ridge
Dubuque, IA 52003
563-556-5226
DONNA.BAUERLY@LORAS.EDU

Donna Bauerly - November 07, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

Kristi and Nathan, my heart aches for you at this very sad time. I think you know how
much we all appreciated getting to know your Father over the past years while
volunteering for The Friends of the Library. He teased us and had such a bright soul
which we will all cherish having had the time to experience. It was so sad that the
conditions of the pandemic did not allow visits. For that reason I have a note and
picture I want to send to you. Bless your hearts and you can be very proud of the
legacy he left. Sincerely, Jo Grabow

Jo Grabow - November 06, 2020 at 12:56 PM

“

My husband and I had Mr. Running at Jefferson for History in the 90's. He was a
great teacher and I remember when I would get off task, he would lower his glasses
and give me a stern look. :) I knew he meant business but he was always fair and
passionate about his role as a teacher. Fast forward many years later, my husband
came upon him and he had a flat tire at the local Veterinarian. My husband offered to
take him to get tire fixed and brought him back. George offered to pay my husband
but he wouldn't take it...Days later we received a invoice from the Vet that he had
gone in and put money on our account as a way to thank him. That was very
thoughtful and generous of him. May he rest in peace. Condolences to the family.
Andrea and Ken Jaeger

Andrea - November 06, 2020 at 09:43 AM

“

Mr. Running was a teacher of mine at Jefferson in 1982. He was an excellent teacher
and a great mentor. A teacher I’ve never forgotten.
Keith Miller

Keith Miller - November 05, 2020 at 10:45 PM

“

I was sad to hear of the passing of Mr. Running. I was one of his Social Studies
students at Jefferson Junior High back in 1977 and 1978. He was one of my favorite
teachers. He came across as this tough guy teacher, but he really was a softie deep
down. He was a great teacher! I always remember he would give me Smarties sweet
tarts when he had them in his desk. Ironically, I was eating a Smarties from my
daughter’s Halloween bucket when I turned the page and saw his obituary. My other
memory of him was in his gray sweatsuit that he always wore when he coached. As
kids, it was always strange to see your teachers in anything but their dress clothes.
Your family has my deepest sympathies. He was a great man!

Julie Rossman Furlong - November 05, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“

Kristi and Nathan I am so sorry to hear of your fathers passing. I cannot come to the
Cemetery in Center Point, but I will be thinking about both of you. Your mother and I
were good friends and I want to wish both of you a good life. Jalaa

Jalaa McNeal - November 05, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

My condolences. I met George in my time with the Chorale, and I know the Dubuque
Chorale loved the many years George was part of the group, and is incredibly
thankful for everything he did for and with the group and will miss him greatly.

Mike Couch - November 05, 2020 at 02:51 PM

“

Kathy and express thoughts to the family of George Running. Not only did I teach in
the DCSD for 42 years but I served on the Board of Directors of the Dubuque
Teachers Credit Union for 18 years.

Gary W. Reid - November 05, 2020 at 02:35 PM

“

Nathan and Kristi,
Our deepest sympathies to you and your family. George was a great friend and a
great man. You could alway count on him if you needed help even if you didn’t ask.
He will be missed by all, especially his infectious smile and grin.
Rest In Peace George.
Chuck and Donna Juergens

Chuck Juergens - November 05, 2020 at 01:20 PM

“

My name is Bill Fitch and George was a high school class mate of mine in
Decorah,IA. We both moved to other distant cities. After many years we both ended
up in Dubuque,IA and at a high school class reunion in Decorah I found out George
lived VERY close to where I lived in Dubuque, we kept in touch with each other after
that, George was a good friend. My condolences to the family

Bill Fitch - November 05, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

To Mr Running's family,
My condolences to your family. I was a student in your Dad's class in the 94-95
school year at Jefferson Jr High. I never had a teacher challenge me quite like he
did. He would later tell me he did it to push me to see something in myself that I
didn't believe was there. May he Rest In Peace. Pat O'Hea

Pat O'Hea - November 05, 2020 at 06:36 AM

“

Nathan & Kristi,
Sincere sympathy to you both. I had the pleasure to call George a friend. We didn’t
always agree as colleagues, but when it came to friendship, there was never a
question. Rest In Peace dear friend.
Pat Kearns
Woodstock, GA

Pat Kearns - November 05, 2020 at 06:27 AM

“

This should read, if George became your friend, you had a friend for life.

Carol Geddes - November 04, 2020 at 04:33 PM

“

George and I taught at Jefferson Jr. High as colleagues. He was highly respected by
all who knew him. If George became, your had you a friend for life. I met him fifty
years ago and we have been in contact even after I left Dubuque. He was
considered a wise and learned man of many talents. My heartfeld condolences to his
children. Carol Ann Geddes

Carol Geddes - November 04, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Rest in peace Mr. Running.
Jefferson 1980.
Dawn Jumbeck - November 06, 2020 at 02:28 AM

“

My late husband, Jim , and George taught together at Jefferson and we became good
friends for many years. When he was single, we would often have him over for dinner. Our
friendship continued when he and Kaye were married. He did a lot of painting for us, inside
and outside our home. He built a divider for our living room which still stands. He also
framed some of my mothers oil paintings for me. He recently told me he would really like
one of them. I said you would probably have to fight my family for it.
My children and I send our deepest sympathy. I have sent a memorial to Hospice.
Ruth Unmacht 11/6/2020
Ruth Unmacht - November 06, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

Kristi and Nathan, I send my heartfelt condolences to you. George ws a dear and faithful.
friend. From August through May, for many years, we would see each other at weekly
Dubuque Chorale rehearsals, plus concert weekends. We often sat next to each other. I
was only able to visit him af few times at Luther Manor before their lockdown. He gave me
a frame with a piece of his Dad's calligraphy that hangs on my wall.
Robert - November 06, 2020 at 12:16 PM

“

Kristi and Nathan,
Please know we are thinking of you during this very sad time. George was such a great
man and friend, as Kaye was too. From his visits over the years, his halloween dinners at
Happy Joe's, to his sense of humor, his woodworking talents at our home, he will be greatly
missed. We have very much enjoyed living closer to him as he would just drop in to say
hello. We will be heading to Center Point to attend his service tomorrow morning.
Blessings to you both. Lisa & Jerry Graff & family.
Lisa Graff - November 06, 2020 at 08:32 PM

