Hannah Marie Varn
November 22, 1988 - November 12, 2020

Hannah Marie Varn, 31, of Marion, Iowa, passed away on Thursday, November 12, 2020,
in Kutztown, Pennsylvania. A private memorial service will be held on Saturday, December
5, 2020, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Marion. A livestream of the
funeral service may be accessed on the funeral home website tribute page for Hannah,
under “photos and videos or media”, starting at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 5,
2020. All guests are respectfully requested to wear a face mask and practice social
distancing.
Hannah was born November 22, 1988, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the daughter of Gary and
Ann (Cleveland) Varn. She graduated from Cedar Rapids Washington High School in
2007 and University of Northwestern – St. Paul in 2011. Hannah was currently attending
Kutztown University in Kutztown, Pennsylvania. She was an amazing writer and artist.
Hannah loved all things comedy and cinema. She loved sketching, painting and following
art, as well as thrift and coffee trip outings, movie showings and card game rounds with
family. Hannah had an amazing personality that naturally drew people to her. She will be
remembered by her smile, witty humor, and original perspective on everything in life.
Hannah loved deeply and had such a rich relationship with the Lord and with her close
friends. She will be greatly missed by everyone who knew and loved her.
She is survived and lovingly remembered by her parents, Gary and Ann Varn of Marion;
sister, Abby (Isaac) Schmidt of St. Paul, Minnesota; one nephew on the way; and many
aunts, uncles, and cousins.
Hannah was preceded in death by her grandparents, Carolyn and Leonard Varn and Jack
and Verna Cleveland.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be directed to the family and a donation will be
made in Hannah’s honor to a charity of their choice.
The songs below are some of Hannah's favorite. Click on the link to see the lyrics.

https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/hillsongunited/highlandssongofascent.html
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/hillsongunited/anotherinthefire.html
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/philwickham/heavensong.html

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 01, 2020 at 02:36 PM

“

Dear Family of Hannah Varn
I’m an old friend of Hannah’s and wanted to reach out this morning, after I read about
her death. I’m still in a bit of shock. But please know from when I first met her she
spoke of her sister and parents.
The last Hannah and I talked was about five years ago, while I lived in Minneapolis,
but we had been friends for about three years before that. Since then, I’d moved
away, and we’d off-and-on “liked” things on social media, and I always figured we’d
get around to reconnecting when in the same town again. I'm so saddened to know
this won't be.
The obituary said it best: she was sharp, incredibly witty, joyful, and filled with life,
just a beautiful person inside and out.
I knew Hannah best when she worked for an ad agency and then when she worked
at Republic and later that joint down in south Minneapolis, and I remember her just
like it was yesterday waving goodbye to her on a bike on a summer’s night in
Uptown. Months could pass, but a catch-up with Hannah never failed to brighten a
day.
I live in D.C. now, and when I’d saw on Instagram that she’d moved to Pennsylvania,
I’d thought about reaching out to say hello to my friend. Especially this coming winer,
my wife and I like to go skiing up toward there, and I looked forward to introducing
the two of them.
It makes me happy to know she was pursuing a graduate degree in arts
administration. Hannah always struck me as immensely talented and insightful, and
she would’ve been an institution to any art gallery or programmer, sharing her
passion with the community.
I remember how excited she’d been talking about her own senior art show in college,
and her attention to the aesthetics of the 1990s will forever be etched in my mind! (I
don’t know if I’ll be able to see another story about ‘90s fashion or music resurgence
without thinking about Hannah!)
In closing, I can’t possibly imagine the pain for your family, but please know that she
will remain a cheerful smile and bright light in my heart for the rest of my life.
Chris Vondracek

Chris Vondracek - December 08, 2020 at 09:01 AM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 05, 2020 at 12:21 PM

“

absolutely beautiful service to honor a beautiful young lady. Hannah is at peace and I'm so
happy for her. She's looking down on us with her contagious smile . We love you Hannah
banana.
Tim and Colleen
Colleen Abodeely - December 05, 2020 at 09:54 PM

“

Incredibly sad to hear of Hannah's passing. I met her while attending law school at
the university of Minnesota. We became close friends for a few years and I am very
grateful for having known her. As others noted, she brought light to every interaction.
She was effervescent. I remember doing the crossword puzzles with her, watching
comedies, and sharing books- all cherished memories now. The last time we spoke
was in the summer of 2018. She was on her way back to Iowa and I to the west
coast.
I'd like the family to know she spoke of you often. She loved you and kept you close.
I recall walking with her somewhere in Uptown, I believe, and she stopped suddenly,
grabbed my arm, and pulled me toward an abandoned storefront. At least, that's
what I saw... but Hannah saw a small shop she could fill with beautiful objects and
clothes found on trips with her sister. She was always dreaming. Hannah brought joy
into my life and I will always appreciate and love her for that.

Jonnie Thomas - December 05, 2020 at 12:06 PM

“

I remember volleyball and basketball games and practices and hanging out after
school with Hannah, especially the time where I flew down the INCA hill on a friend’s
scooter and unintentionally landed, scraping up my body. Hannah and I laughed
about it as I winced to the bathroom, and she helped me clean out the playground
floor that’d been indented into my body.
There was a lot of life lived at school, sporting events, and youth group retreats; and
it’s a joy to have memories with Hannah and friends and to have pictures to recall
those sweet times. That INCA fam runs deep, and Hannah is missed, loved, and
remembered by our class of ‘03.
Until we meet again, friend. We’ll see you soon, Hannah. I know you’re happy up
there in Heaven with Jesus, and the others who made it there before us.
Ann, Abby, and Gary, we love you guys and are sending all our love.

Morgan Gascho - December 05, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

16 files added to the album LifeTributes

Richard Varn - December 04, 2020 at 09:37 AM

“

Hannah Varn was like no one I’ve ever or will ever know. One of the last pieces I
have from her talks about the future; weddings and baby showers and road tripsnone of it will ever be the same without her. She taught me so much and pushed me
to grow in ways I never thought possible. Hannah loved her people with all she had
and was so beautifully passionate. My life is forever changed because of hers.

hannah mcmahon - December 03, 2020 at 09:07 AM

“

105 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 01, 2020 at 01:55 PM

“

I remember sweet Hannah from 3&4th grade Pioneer Girls. She was a joy to have in
class. She was always ready to participate in activities with a good attitude. She was
a delightful young lady who it sounds like grew into an equally delightful young
woman. My sympathies to her family. Your grief must be great. Thank God we have
His assurance of Hannah 's place in heaven. Linda Conn

Linda Conn - November 29, 2020 at 12:38 AM

“

I am heartbroken to hear of Hannah's passing. Even though we have not talked in a
while, our INCA class is a family, and we have lost a precious family member. Here
are a couple photos from one of our INCA class reunions where we had a wonderful
time laughing and catching up. I will miss Hannah's smile, laughter, and charm. She
lit up every room she entered. Sending love and peace to all Hannah's family and
friends at this time.

Ashley (Green) Lesieur - November 25, 2020 at 01:50 PM

“

Where to begin with Hannah Varn? Her personality warmed the room. She was both
hilarious and full of depth, yet she made you feel like YOU were the funniest, most
interesting person. She was magnetic.
Whenever my friend groups intersected and I got to introduce Hannah to pals in a
new place I lived, I always beamed with pride that she was MY FRIEND FIRST.
Everyone instantly fell in love with her.
She was an exquisite storyteller, the best thrifter and coffee dates with her are
unmatched. My text thread with her is a treasure trove of funny links, inside jokes
and so much love regardless of how long or short between the last time we spoke.
My life is so much better because Hannah was in it. She is so missed.

Becky Simpson - November 23, 2020 at 08:35 PM

“

Hannah was one of the most charming people I've ever met. Her presence always
made me feel lighthearted and at ease. To me, Hannah was a role model for life and
love; she didn't care about the rules, she just cared about you. I'm grateful to have
known her and been someone she shared her life with.

Kile Stewart - November 23, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

There are so many memories I have with Hannah from youth group retreats to
sleepovers to riding around town blasting music. So many of my growing years were
spent alongside Hannah and I will cherish each memory I have with her. Especially
the ones where she is laughing uncontrollably, which is almost every memory I have
with her!
One piece of Hannah I loved most was her ability to light up a room the moment she
entered. She had the ability to make friends with anyone and everyone, and whether
you talked to her for 10 minutes or an hour, you knew she cared about you. Like
actually cared. Hannah loved deeply and people felt her love. I know I did. Hannah’s
heart was rare and genuine and I am beyond thankful that she shared her heart with
me. I love you, Hannah. Happy birthday

Kate Cahill - November 22, 2020 at 05:58 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Luke Aleckson - November 22, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

Hannah touched so many lives. I have wonderful memories of fall cross country and
Hannah’s laughs and smiles.

Mary Crumley - November 22, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

meredith mages - November 22, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

Hannah was such an example to me of kindness, loyalty & faithfulness. Some of my
favorite memories in life were experienced alongside sweet Hannah Marie.
Kindergarten would not have been the same - while we got in to some trouble always
talking to each other, we learned some of the most foundational truths about God &
His Word that we would carry on into the rest of our years. We continued to learn
about God & life & love & friendship through grade school at INCA, and ok in to our
high school years. Sleepovers, track meets, bonfires, summer shenanigans, youth
group trips... the memories flow on and on. I have been listening to this song all week
on repeat - “Resurrecting” by Elevation Worship - as I know & believe Hannah is
alive with Jesus - praising Him - “in Your Name I come alive to declare the Victory; in
Your spirit I will rise from the ashes of defeat - the Resurrected King is resurrecting
me!” It is such a beautiful & wonderful truth that anyone who puts their trust in Jesus,
once & for all - will spend eternity with Him - and Hannah, while we miss you here on
this side of heaven, we know you are praising our Creator God forever & ever - and
look forward to the day we will be reunited... happy heavenly birthday to you, our
dear, loyal, incredibly bright, hilarious, joyful friend!
My heart is with you Ann, Gary & Abby - sending huge hugs to you all.

meredith mages - November 22, 2020 at 10:32 AM

“

Mark Menefee is following this tribute.

Mark Menefee - November 22, 2020 at 07:52 AM

“

There are people and families that make a life long impression on you. The Varn
family were and are one of those families. Gary, I am so sorry to hear about you
daughter. Daughters have a special place in a fathers heart. Please know that my
wife and myself are thinking of you, your wife and the entire Varn family. Our sincere
condolences.
Mark & Nancy Menefee

Mark Menefee - November 22, 2020 at 07:48 AM

“

Some happy memories

Molly Lohr - November 20, 2020 at 05:46 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Michelle Peters - November 20, 2020 at 04:47 PM

“

Suzanne - November 21, 2020 at 09:11 PM

“

Hannah lived next door to us growing up. She was one my best friend as a child
along with Molly who lived across the street! We were always playing together and
having sleep overs and just being goofy! I have so many memories of her and will
never forget this beautiful soul! Hugs and prayers for the Varns! Love you guys!
Michelle Peters (Abodeely)

Michelle Peters - November 20, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

Sending love and condolences to the Varn family. If I could give you all hugs right
now I would! Hannah and I grew up across the street from each other so she was
definitely one of my best friends! I cherish the late night sleepovers and laughs, the
MASH journals, the made up games and of course who could forget Michelle and
“the little ones” too. Hannah was such a bright light to our family and you all made
me feel so welcome in your home as well. I will never forget Hannah and her impact
she has made in my life. May her memories live on in our hearts! Sending love and
virtual hugs to you Varn’s.

Molly Lohr - November 20, 2020 at 03:49 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn of the worlds loss of such a beautiful young woman! My
thoughts and prayers are with her family during this time.
Hannah lived across the street from us in Marion in her younger years. She always
was happy and smiling. A beautiful soul!! Jodee (Lohr) Gaines

jodee gaines - November 20, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

Justin and I were friends with Hannah in high school. Hannah and I even went to
Prom together when our dates ditched us last minute! She was such a warm, funny,
loving person. Sending love and condolences to her family and loved ones. It’s just
not fair. -Abbey and Justin, Cedar Rapids, IA

Abbey - November 18, 2020 at 12:57 AM

“

I have such wonderful memories of Hannah! Smart, happy, kind, and such a talented
artist! When I was in art school I always followed her and her work on Facebook and
admired her as an artist so much
My deepest sympathies to her family!

Aly Van Heukelom - November 16, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

I went to Highschool, and worked with Hannah for a period of time years later. She
was smart, caring, and had such a kind soul. I remember her always smiling. The
world is truly at loss. Please accept my condolences.
-Chelsea Barnes

Chelsea Barnes - November 16, 2020 at 01:10 PM

