Harold Anthony Overmann
June 21, 1936 - September 4, 2019

Harold Anthony Overmann, 83, of Marion, Iowa, formerly of Spirit Lake, Iowa, passed
away on Wednesday, September 4, 2019, at The Views Of Marion. In agreement with his
wishes, cremation has taken place. The family will greet friends from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. on
Monday, September 9, 2019, at St. Joseph Catholic Church, located 1790 – 14th Street, in
Marion. A Funeral Mass will follow at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, at the church, conducted by
Reverend David O’Connor. A private inurnment will take place at a late date at St.
Margaret Cemetery in Spirit Lake, Iowa.
Harold was born June 21, 1936, in Luxemburg, Iowa, the son of Vince and Julia
(Scherbring) Overmann. He was a 1954 graduate of the former Manchester High School,
in Manchester, Iowa. Harold earned a bachelor’s degree in Education from Iowa State
University in Ames, Iowa, and obtained his master’s degree in School Administration from
the University of Iowa in Iowa City. On June 17, 1961, Harold was united in marriage to
Juanita Biedenbach in Mechanicsville, Iowa. To this union, six amazing children who he
was very proud of were born: Julie, Mike, Kathy, Jim, Tony and David. Harold and his wife
were also foster parents for four children for several years. He was employed as
Superintendent of community schools for many years, retiring from the Spirit Lake School
District in 1999. Prior to his retirement, Harold was named ‘The Iowa Superintendent Of
The Year’ in 1996; and in 1998, he was the first recipient of ‘The Volvo for Life Award’
honoring him for bringing the first turbine windmill to be used by a school district in the
nation. He also had taught in the Graduate Program at Drake University, in Des Moines,
IA, teaching Leadership for School Administrators. Throughout the state of Iowa, Harold
was very passionate and influential in leading and helping community schools.
Harold was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Marion, and the Knights of
Columbus Council, in Spirit Lake. He was a man of deep faith, and practiced Prison
Ministries. Harold was a gifted woodworker, and especially enjoyed making clocks. For
several years, he loved spending winters in Texas with his wife. Harold was a loving,
caring and dedicated husband, father, grandfather and brother; he will be greatly missed
by all who knew and loved him.

He is survived and lovingly remembered by his wife of 58 years, Juanita Overmann of
Marion; one daughter, Julie (Tom) Dalton of Wheaton, Illinois; four sons, Mike (Penny)
Overmann of Elkhorn, Nebraska, Jim (Sharon) Overmann and Tony (Rebecca) Overmann,
both of Marion, and David (Bobbie) Overmann of Omaha, Nebraska; 12 grandchildren;
two brothers, Fred (Bridgann) Overmann and Richard (Mary Jane) Overmann, both of
Cedar Rapids; and several nieces and nephews.
Harold was preceded in death by his parents; and one daughter, Kathy Overmann
Hamilton.
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Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

St. Joseph Catholic Church
1790 14th Street, Marion, IA, US, 52302
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Funeral Mass

10:30AM

St. Joseph Catholic Church
1790 14th Street, Marion, IA, US, 52302

Comments

“

Juanita, Julie & the rest of the Overmann family -We were so sorry to hear about Harold's passing. I have so many wonderful
memories of your family & especially my friendship with Julie.
I don't even think that I could count the number of times that I was either at your
house or she was at my house -- such great times. I will never forget the day that
Julie found out you were going to move and we thought it was the end of both of our
worlds. If I remember right, I even think we plotted on how to keep her at Ed-Co.
Carry his love for all of you deep in your hearts. He helped raise a wonderful family.
You are all in my thoughts and prayers. Sending much love your direction.
Juanita - Harold was a wonderful man and I loved you both dearly.
Julie (Phelps) & Bob Hackbarth

Julie Hackbarth - September 10, 2019 at 10:19 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Harold Anthony Overmann.

September 09, 2019 at 08:41 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Harold Anthony Overmann.

September 08, 2019 at 06:05 PM

“

Juanita and Family, Rich and Fred,
We were very saddened to learn of Harry's passing.
He was a super swell guy in all respects and extremely well
liked by those of us who knew him. He did well in everything
he undertook. He led a very successful life.
We will say our prayers for all of you.
Please pass this on to Rich and Fred.
Mike and Sylvia Carr
Manchester, Iowa

Mike and Sylvia Carr - September 08, 2019 at 02:07 PM

“

Harold was my friend. He had a long as distinguished career as a school
administrator during his career. He was highly involved in the profession, and helped
many teachers and students improve. I celebrate his life, and offer to his family my
best. He was a good educator.
William C. Jacobson Fellow School Administrator

William C Jacobson - September 08, 2019 at 12:16 PM

“

We send our Love and sympathy. So sorry to hear of your loss and our thoughts are
with you through this. HUGS to you all as we won't be able to attend the service.

Loras and Dorothy Steffen - September 08, 2019 at 10:30 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Harold Anthony
Overmann.

September 08, 2019 at 08:09 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Harold Anthony Overmann.

September 07, 2019 at 10:15 PM

“

Our deepest Sympathy to you Juanita and family--Juanita you and Harold helped us
out so much in southern Texas -- also back in Spirit Lake. We so enjoyed our
breakfast dates and also the joy of seeing Harold's beautiful clocks. Plus his talent on
these projects. His clocks were beautiful. We have wonderful memories which we will
cherish. He touched our lives in many ways. Sending our Love and Sympathy
Chuck and Donna Tielbur
Milford IA

Chuck and Donna Tielbur - September 07, 2019 at 10:02 PM

“

Ann Morrison and Pete Sharp, California purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for
the family of Harold Anthony Overmann.

Ann Morrison and Pete Sharp, California - September 07, 2019 at 08:55 PM

“

Mr. Overmann and my mother, Charlotte Glinski, enjoyed talking together about
education. Mom had started and ran The Rhoades School for gifted students and
enjoyed Mr. Overmann's thoughts about young people and ways to work with them. I
think she would have enjoyed knowing Mr. Overmann for a longer time. She sure did
like the way he thought about people. I wish, for Mike and Penny, to feel all the love
we felt from Harold. - Ann Morrison

Ann Morrison - September 07, 2019 at 08:45 PM

“

Our sympathy to all the Overmann family, especially to Fred on the loss of your
brother.
Parnell Etteldorf & Claudia Young

Claudia Young - September 07, 2019 at 10:26 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Harold Anthony
Overmann.

September 06, 2019 at 07:14 PM

“

Larry And Mary Ann Jansen lit a candle in memory of Harold Anthony Overmann

larry and mary ann jansen - September 06, 2019 at 06:10 PM

“

Hello Overmann Family, My condolences. I do not know any of you, but I am in Spirit
Lake frequently and have often wondered how Spirit Lake's school system had a
windmill (now there are two). Since childhood I have vacationed in "The Lakes" and
in 1980 my family bought a place on Big Spirit. Hill Avenue is our route and just this
past weekend we commented on the foresight of the Spirit Lake community to put up
a windmill to help with energy costs at the school. Now I know who got that that done
- Mr. Overmann. Also, my uncle was the pastor at St Mary's, Spirit Lake, for about
ten years and always remarked on the wonderful educational system in the area
(Father Al Grendler). My best to you on the loss of a man who leaves a big legacy.

Mary C. McCarthy - September 06, 2019 at 01:21 PM

“

Our sympathies to Juanita and each of your dear kids whom we remember so well.
Many good memories as we reminisce about the many years we shared in
education.
Stan and Rhea Sybesma

Stan Sybesma - September 06, 2019 at 12:00 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to you, Juanita and all your children & families in the loss of
Harold Overmann. I remember you both and your children while you lived in
Edgewood and several of us gals would get together for coffee in the morning. One
night you had a sledding party out west of town and we ended up at your house after
we had enough sledding. Don't remember all that were there except us and Larry &
Margaret Ash Our children's names were David, Judy & Jeanie - perhaps your
children remember playing with them. Juanita, you and your family are in our prayers
and extend our deepest sympathy to all of you.
Sincerely,
Duane & Joan Sherman

Joan Sherman - September 06, 2019 at 10:09 AM

“

HAROLD HIRED ME TO COACH HS GIRLS SOFTBALL FROM OUTSIDE THE
SCHOOL STAFF. HE WAS ALWAYS SUPPORTIVE AND COMPLIMENTARY
OF MY TEAMS AND ME. I CONSIDERED HIM A FRIEND, RATHER THAN A
BOSS!!
CHUCK SKOGERBOE

CHUCK SKOGERBOE - September 06, 2019 at 09:41 AM

“

Juanita and family, our sympathy on your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you at this sad time.
Alan and Reba Munson

Reba Munson - September 06, 2019 at 08:54 AM

“

Tony, Jim and family - we are so sorry to here of your loss. Our prayers and thoughts
are with you and your families during this difficult time. Please do not be afraid to call
if you are needing anything!!!
Love,
Scott, Jenn, Connor and Marika Bjornsen

Jennifer Schrader Bjornsen - September 05, 2019 at 07:19 PM

“

Dale And Laura Hanna sent a virtual gift in memory of Harold Anthony Overmann

Dale and Laura Hanna - September 05, 2019 at 06:32 PM

“

Once neighbors and colleagues, always neighbors and colleagues. So many
memories come to mind. Teaching at SLES with him at the helm was wonderful.
Thankful that he hired me! Waiting for Harold’s school cancellations for snowstorms
was exciting. Chasing loose steers in the acres and
cornfield behind our homes was a hoot. Watching his family in school activities was a
treat. What a unique and talented man! Blessings on family and friends. He touched
so many lives in innumerable ways. Thanks for sharing him with us over the years.
Happy Heavenly Trails, Harold.

Jackie & Dick Kelley - September 05, 2019 at 06:07 PM

