Harriet Joan (Elder) Crandell
March 21, 1932 - November 14, 2020

Harriet “Joan” (Elder) Crandell, 88, of Marion, Iowa, entered her heavenly home on
Saturday, November 14, 2020, from complications of the COVID-19 virus. In agreement
with her recent wishes, cremation has taken place. At this time there will be no funeral
service held. A celebration of Joan’s life will be planned for a later date. Private committal
services will take place at a later date at Junction Township Cemetery, in Grand Junction,
Iowa.
Joan was born on March 21, 1932, in Garden Grove, Iowa, to Samuel and Hazel (Traupel)
Elder. She was raised in the Garden Grove and Humeston, Iowa areas. Joan graduated
from Humeston High School in 1949, and from Iowa State Teachers College in Cedar
Falls, Iowa, in 1951. Joan continued her education at Drake University, where she
received her degree. Joan took her first and only job in 1951 at Grand Junction School
District, later to become East Greene Community School. She taught first and second
grade until retiring in 2001. Joan met and married Ivan Gail Crandell in June of 1958, and
together they shared a simple yet full life, rich in love with family and friends in Grand
Junction, Iowa for more than 60 years.
During this time, Joan also opened and directed Kiddie Korner Preschool. She touched
many lives throughout her 43 ½ year teaching career, including three generations. Joan
taught, each and every school year with the philosophy; “A child is a butterfly in the wind:
Some can fly higher than others, but each one flies the best that it can. Why compare one
against the other? Each one is different. Each one is special. Each one is beautiful.”
Author Unknown She was so proud to pass her love of teaching on to her daughter who
continues following in her footsteps, teaching first and now second grade.
Joan was truly one of a kind. She was loving, kind, and respected by all. Joan was always
so thoughtful, giving, and gracious with her time. She was a positive influence to many
and always smiling. Joan was known as the “Smiley Queen” at her Terrace Glen Village
residency. Joan was a great wife and an even more amazing mother and grandmother.
She could cook and garden like no one else, even though she downplayed that skill. Joan

even recently treated her friends at her residence village to some of her tasty treats. She
adored her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchild and cherished the time spent
with them.
Joan was a leader in her community, being involved and serving on numerous boards.
She was a member of First Presbyterian Church in Grand Junction.
Taken too soon from us, Joan will be lovingly remembered by her son, Ron (Jody)
Crandell of Paris, Illinois; daughter, Lisa (Matt) Friday of Marion; grandchildren, Maria
Crandell, Preston (Jenna) Crandell, Garrett Friday, and Alisa Friday; and one greatgrandchild, Hazel Joan Crandell.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Samuel and Hazel Elder; husband, Ivan
Crandell; sister, Marilyn Moir; and brother, Russell Elder.
In lieu of flowers, memorials given in her honor will be distributed to various organizations.
The family strongly encourages friends and extended family to share a memory of Joan at
www.murdochfuneralhome.com under obituaries.
After Glow
I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one.
I’d like to leave an after glow of smiles when life is done.
I’d like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways,
of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny days.
I’d like the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun
Of happy memories that I leave when life is done.
~Helen Lowrie Marshall

Comments

“

I was so sad to learn Joan has passed away. I have done her hair at TGV since the
salon opened there. She was the sweetest soul that I was lucky to call a friend. She
would often laugh at me and my crazy life and asked me every time she saw me
what crazy event went on this week. I will miss her dearly but so honored to get to
know her.

Melanie Cavil - November 19, 2020 at 10:32 PM

“

Bob and I loved Joan so much and had so much fun with her here at TGV. We will
miss her. Prayers go out to her family. Bob did many transportation trips with her and
he so enjoyed them. So glad she did not have to suffer longer. Love, Bob and Shirley
Parker

Shirley Parker - November 18, 2020 at 12:30 PM

“

My prayers go out to the entire family during this time of loss.

Gayla - November 18, 2020 at 10:26 AM

“

Everyone at Terrace Glen loved Jo. I have known Jo for the last two years and she
was such a sweet, kind hearted lady who loved to smile. She would come to my
office to ask a question and we would end up visiting and laughing. She will be
missed by many at TGV.
Your family is in my prayers. Spread your wings and fly high my friend.

Bonnie - November 17, 2020 at 09:04 AM

“

Everyone loved Mrs. Crandell. My son was in her very last class. She came to his
H.S. graduation with a packet of his things that she saved for the occasion-just like
she did for countless others. He always liked “Hug or Handshake” on Fridays.

Gail Rueter - November 17, 2020 at 08:41 AM

“

Our family has known Jo since she first came to Grand Junction to teach school. She
was my first grade teacher and later my oldest daughter's preschool teacher. After
she and Ivan married they lived across the street from my grandparents and later my
parents. She was a friend to all of the families in the neighborhood and she was
always so much fun to be around. She will be missed. There are a lot of Grand
Junction students who got a good start in their education by being in her classes.
Kay and Bob Smittle

Kay E Smittle - November 16, 2020 at 09:56 PM

“

Jo was one of the first people I met at Terrace Glen when I started almost 4 years
ago and she moved in the 2nd day that we opened. Jo was known for her infectious
smile, caring heart, and positive attitude at our community. Every time I saw her, it
was sure to brighten my day because she was always laughing and smiling no
matter how difficult her day may have been. She was the resident that everyone
knew and loved so dearly. Jo went out of her way to make every resident feel
welcome and never missed someone’s birthday. She would bake goodies and have a
hand written card to deliver to that person on their special day.
Jo, I’ll miss your bright smile and your giggle every time you opened your door to see
me standing there during our door-to-door visits! I feel blessed to have known you!
You were so incredibly loved by the Terrace Glen family. Rest easy Smiley Queen!

Chelsea Freie - November 16, 2020 at 08:17 PM

“

Jo was a great Teacher and lady and was loved by many people. My husband Larry
Anderson and her always had there friendship . When Larry was sick with Cancer
and was dying he wanted ti make sure he got out to school and see her. I was a
school cook so spent alot of extra hours there. I will always remember her telling the
kids on Friday Either a Hug or Hand shake

Colleen Anderson - November 16, 2020 at 07:52 PM

“

Joan was a special lady to me. I have known Joan since day one, she would always
come up and visit me at my desk. We would laugh talk about things and once in a
while we would snort while laughing and laugh even harder. To the Family: God
Bless You.
It was an honor to know just a beautiful lady.
I will miss her very much.
Spread your wings angel.

Gina - November 16, 2020 at 07:00 PM

“

My first grade teacher in 1956. She was the BEST!!!

Renee Rains - November 16, 2020 at 05:00 PM

“

To the Family of Joan,
I had the honor of getting to know Joan at Terrace Glen. She would attend the
worship services that we provided. She was always front and center at the services,
smiling and often bantering with me before and after. She was a beautiful soul and i
never saw her without a smile. My prayers are with you at this time. Even in grief,
you have so much to be thankful for, having had her in your life for so many
wonderful years. I will miss her warm spirit and smiles.
Pastor Jerry Fagerland
Home Free Ministries.

Rev. Jerry Fagerland - November 16, 2020 at 01:47 PM

“

Harriet was a neighbor and friend to me at TGV. He smiling face was so contagious.
She spread joy wherever she went. We were Bingo partners too. We are all going to
miss her at TGV. May she rest in peace. Amen.
Praying for comfort for her family at this sad time. May God wrap his loving arms
around you as you grieve your loss.

Jan - November 16, 2020 at 01:20 AM

“

Jan lit a candle in memory of Harriet Joan (Elder) Crandell

Jan - November 16, 2020 at 01:17 AM

“

I was fortunate to be one of Miss Elder's students. That is the year she and Ivan were
married and our class was invited to the wedding. I have many fond memories of being in
her class. My deepest sympathies to the family.
Kathy Hoskinson - November 20, 2020 at 04:34 PM

