Helen Susanna Kurth
October 24, 1918 - March 29, 2020

Helen Susanna (Gater) Kurth, 101, of Coggon, Iowa, passed away Sunday, March 29,
2020, at Good Neighbor Home in Manchester, Iowa. Due to state and federal guidance on
gatherings due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the family will not be having a public memorial
at this time. Funeral services will be held at a later date. Murdoch Funeral Home &
Cremation Service of Central City is assisting Helen’s family.
Helen was born October 24, 1918, in Coggon, Iowa, the daughter of Willie Lytton and Ruth
Lorene (Morris) Gater. She attended Coggon schools and graduated with the class of
1936. After graduating, Helen studied piano and other educational courses. On April 10,
1938, she was united in marriage to Floyd L. Kurth at the Coggon Methodist Church. Born
to this union were two sons, John Floyd Kurth and Eldon Duane Kurth. Helen and Floyd
lived at Walker, Iowa, (Spencer’s Grove area) for the first three years of marriage, where
they farmed. They moved to their present home west of Coggon in 1941.
Helen served as Coggon Methodist Church organist starting in 1935, followed by serving
as pianist/organist at the Coggon United Parish Church. Helen retired at age 92 after
serving over 75 years as church organist and pianist to Coggon and other area churches
and organizations. Helen also sang in the choir whenever given the opportunity.
Helen baked and decorated cakes for weddings, anniversaries and other special events
for over 40 years. A heartfelt interest in missions brought a lifetime of giving quilts,
layettes, and other items to many in the United States and throughout the world. She
made over 500 school bags and filled them for the Methodist Church Ingathering. In
addition, she made and donated quilts to Linus Project, the Veteran’s Hospital, and even
sent quilts for children to Africa, Alaska, and Vietnam.
Helen joined the Coggon Methodist Church in 1939, and was an active member
participating in the women’s groups, Women’s Society of Christian Service (W.S.C.S) and
United Methodist Women serving as treasurer for UMW for many years. She also served
on the church board and in the choir. Helen compiled a history of the local church council.

Helen was a charter and life member of the Coggon Community Historical Society and
served as secretary for more than 30 years. She was a member of the Coggon American
Legion Auxiliary Unit 362, Linn County Farm Bureau, Help Other People Everywhere
(H.O.P.E) of Northfield, Minnesota, National Graves Disease Foundation, the Coggon
Quilt Club, Old Opera House Council, and Linn County Historical Society. Helen held long
term offices in several of these organizations. In 2010, Helen was a recipient of the
Governor’s Volunteer Award, presented by Governor Chet Culver in honor of her many,
many volunteer hours in a variety of organizations. She was honored to be the subject of a
graduate school paper entitled “The Works of Her Hands” which was written regarding her
music, cake decorating, and writing. Helen wrote a number of articles for local and some
national newspapers and magazines.
Helen also enjoyed traveling the United States, Canada, and Europe.
Helen is survived and lovingly remembered by her son, Eldon D. (Patricia Goehring) Kurth
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; four grandchildren, Chad D. Kurth of Coggon, Tim D. (Shawna)
Kurth of Shellsburg, Iowa, Jill (Edwards) Allen of St. Louis, Missouri, and Jay M. (Kim)
Kurth of Marion; great-grandchildren, Kinzley Faith Kurth and Kennacie Grace Kurth of
Shellsburg, and Jillian and Shelby Kurth of Marion; step-grandchildren, Gabe (April)
Johnson and Kelly (Eric) Barten; step-great-grandchildren, Eliza and Nathan Barten and
Xander Johnson; daughter-in-law, Janit Kurth of Marion, Iowa; sister, Wilma L Baty of
Cedar Rapids; nieces and nephews, Ron (Teena) Gater of Columbia, Missouri, Brad Gater
of Nome, Arkansas, Jeff (Sherry) Gater of Florida, Linda Neese of Indianapolis, Indiana,
Tammy (Curt) Coxwell of Coggon, and Tara (Marty) Schlesselman of Fairfax, Iowa; and
many of Floyd’s nieces and nephews who were so good to Helen over the years.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Floyd on October 23,1982; son, John Floyd
on January 15, 2009; her parents; two brothers, Charles W. Gater who was killed in action
in WWII near Normandy, France, and is buried there in St. James Cemetery (Brittany,
France) and Morris L. Gater; infant sister, Edna Marie Gater; and sister-in-law, Betty
Gater.

Comments

“

I am so sad to hear of Helen's passing. She was a dear, sweet lady. Her spirit of
generosity and vibrant personality were gifts to all who knew her. Helen was my
grandmother's, Dorothy Mills Buess, first cousin. Their mothers - Ruth Morris Gater
(Helen) and Belle Morris Mills (Dorothy) - were sisters. My mother, Ann Buess
Denton, grew up in Coggon and shared many memories of family gatherings that
included Helen's family. Mom and Helen were just seven years apart in age, so
Helen was more like a first cousin to her, when actually they were first cousins onceremoved. Helen made wedding cakes for both of my brothers and for me. It was
quite special to have our cakes created, baked and served by "cousin Helen". Our
paths crossed several more times at family gatherings and she stayed connected to
our family through letters and cards. She was a force of nature with her incredibly
positive outlook and unending energy Through her many gifts, she touched countless
others. She was a rare gem in a world of all too few. My deepest sympathy and
loving condolences to you, her family. Pat Denton Heusmann

Pat Denton Heusmann - April 04, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

I have so many fond memories of Aunt Helen. OH, All of the kind and artistic things
that she did! She made my High School graduation cake, and clothes that she sewed
for my sister and I when we were little. She made kitchen items for me and if I were
to change my decor, I would receive new kitchen items to match the new decor. My
favorite of the things she made were her mints, always molded and colored to match
the holiday we were celebrating. Her memory was awesome, my daughter
interviewed her for a school project a few years ago and she spoke of remembering
when horse and buggy was the way to get around in Coggon and then mentioned
being able to skype. She loved the technology! She was our family historian and
painstakingly kept details and documented events. I was so pleased and surprised to
recently receive a napkin from my 1997 wedding, we had three napkins and she had
kept one of each as well as the wedding program. These were among the many
treasures rescued from her home due to many hours of work by family and friends. I
am so grateful to have been able to speak to Helen recently - unable to visit due to
the virus restrictions, I was able to talk to her through my sister being there with her,
Mom was also able to speak to her; thanks to Tammy being there and with Helen
through her last days! She was a faithful servant and I imagine Jesus welcomed her
with open arms saying "Well done my good and faithful servant!"

Tara Schlesselman - April 03, 2020 at 06:46 PM

“

Helen and my mother (Dorothy Wright Powers) were life-long friends, going through
all twelve grades of school together and staying in close contact ever after. I inherited
this friendship after my mother died in 1989, and we stayed in touch through
Christmas letters for the next thirty years. Every single letter was an inspiration for
the way she maintained such an active, generous, and interested outlook on life. She
leaves quite a legacy.

Ann Turner - April 02, 2020 at 11:29 AM

“

As with my sister Ann, I too was privileged to continue to stay in touch with Helen, and
learn of her numerous activities. To this day I remember her beautiful quilts and cakes.
What a life well-lived!
Mary Powers Evans - April 13, 2020 at 05:33 PM

“

What a wonderful lady she was. I still remember the red cake she made for our
Junior Senior prom. Wow 101 what a good life. My sympathy to your family.
Irma (Boss) Wendt

Irma Wendt - April 02, 2020 at 10:59 AM

“

Helen was interwoven into my whole life since I was a little girl. She was in the
Quality Ridge club that Mom went to. She made the cakes for my graduation party
and our wedding. She played piano and organ so many years at the United Parish
and did so with much joy. And what a Coggon supporter and historian. Quite a gran
lady!

Anita Haughenbury - April 02, 2020 at 09:52 AM

“

Helen played the organ for my mother’s funeral service. I asked her to play the song,
“In. The Bleak Midwinter” prior to Mother’s service. It was so sweet and I will always
think of of wonderful Helen Kurth whenever I hear it. Helen was a great blessing to
the Coggon community and her charitable service touched so many throughout the
world. Reading Helen Kurth’s obituary is inspirational; a beautiful remembrance of
her generous heart.

Nanc Kinley - April 02, 2020 at 07:48 AM

“

Eldon, Holly & I extend our sympathy to you and your family. Helen sent heartfelt
notes to both Mom & Evelyn when they were sick. Helen was so thoughtful. It was
comforting to all of to have her when so many of our parents were no longer with us.
Ann & Holly Hunter

Ann Hunter - April 01, 2020 at 08:11 PM

“

Rest peacefully Grandma. I owe my innate gifts of piano, cake decorating, giving
heart and skilled hands to you

Jill Allen - April 01, 2020 at 10:01 AM

“

I will miss you Grandma!

Jay Kurth - April 01, 2020 at 09:35 AM

“

My sympathy to you, all her family! I worked with her in historical things and United
Methodist Women and church over many years. .What a great lady
Onalee Arnold

Onalee Arnold - April 01, 2020 at 09:19 AM

“

Mike and Dawn Kurth send our sincerest condolences. The world lost a wonderful
lady.

Dawn Kurth - April 01, 2020 at 08:52 AM

