Helen Louise Novotny
May 22, 1928 - January 24, 2022

Helen Novotny, 93, of Walker, Iowa, passed away on Monday, January 24, 2022, at Living
Center West in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Visitation will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. on Thursday,
February 24, 2022, at United Methodist Church in Walker. A funeral service will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Friday, February 25, 2022, at the church with an additional visitation an
hour prior to service. Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service of Marion is assisting
the family.
Survivors include her son, Terry and wife Ann; grandchildren, Andrew (Jill), Ryan and
Kristin; and great-grandchildren, Jackson and Caleb.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Harold; son Richard (Rick); granddaughter,
Lynne; great-grandson, Noah; and brother, Max.
Helen was born May 22, 1928, on a farm near Walker, the daughter of Edward and Pearl
(Zeller) Fiala. She married Harold Novotny on August 4, 1951, and they were happily
married for over 58 years. They began their farming career near Shueyville, Iowa, then
farmed by Coggon, Iowa. They purchased Helen’s uncle’s farm south of Troy Mills, Iowa,
in 1955, where they resided until their deaths.
Helen attended Iowa State Teachers College in Cedar Falls, Iowa, where she earned a
two-year degree in upper elementary education, later she graduated with a BA in
elementary education from the University of Northern Iowa.
Helen taught at Strawberry Point, Iowa, Vinton, Iowa, ten years at Troy Mills, and then 25
years at Walker Elementary (North Linn). Helen retired in 1993 from full time teaching but
continued substitute teaching and volunteering in the Walker elementary library for many
years. Helen impacted hundreds of children’s lives, many of whom told her she was the
reason for their teaching careers. She especially enjoyed the card shower for her 90th
birthday where she received cards from friends and past students from all over the
country.

Helen was proud of her family and farm. She enjoyed reading (especially historical
novels), gardening and taking care of her flowers. Helen and Harold loved their cannas
which they grew from the same bulbs for over 60 years.
The family would like to thank all the wonderful nurses and aides that took care of Helen
for the past few years at Living Center West.
Memorials may be directed to the family.
Please share a memory of Helen at www.murdochfuneralhome.com
under obituaries.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - February 22 at 12:45 PM

“

38 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - February 22 at 12:36 PM

“

Terry and Family,
So sorry to hear of the passing of Helen. She had such lasting impact as a teacher
and a positive member of her community.
Dwayne and Nancy Kula

Dwayne & Nancy Kula - February 22 at 12:04 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Helen Louise
Novotny.

February 21 at 09:51 PM

“

I was sorry to learn of Mrs. Novotny's passing. She was my favorite teacher even
though I only had her for half of a year because I had her the year Terry was born.
But even though I didn't get to be her student as long as others she influenced the
rest of my life. I spent 20 years teaching 6th and 7th graders and loved doing it.
Several years ago I had the privilege of spending a Sunday afternoon with her and
my husband on her farm. I got to meet one of my favorite people ever. Rest in peace
Mrs. Novotny and know you made a big difference in a lot of our lives. Mickie Bell
Tisdale

Mickie Bell Tisdale - January 26 at 11:04 PM

“

Sorry to hear of your loss Terry, your Mom was a wonderful person and teacher.

Larry Mahoney - January 26 at 03:03 PM

“

She was a wonderful lady We taught school together

Mary Jane Gustoff - January 26 at 10:20 AM

“

“

We were both expecting at the same time So sorry for the loss
Mary Jane Gustoff - January 26 at 10:23 AM

She was such a great teacher to our children. Our sympathy.

patsy and butch - January 26 at 07:20 AM

“

Rest in peace dear one. Even after 50 years I've always said you were tied with only
one other as my favorite teachers ever. I have remained indebted to you my whole
life for your kindness and dedication to a scared little girl who just moved in from out
of state. Made me feel welcome and helped further my love of learning. I'll carry you
(and your family, farm and flowers) in my hear forever. Thank you.

Debra (Bontrager) Ruffin - January 25 at 09:57 PM

“

Helen will be greatly missed. She was my 5th grade teacher in Walker. I can still
remember standing and saying the Pledge to our American flag. She was a
wonderful soul. Sending prayers to her family during this sorrowful time.
Jill (Serbousek) Limkemann

Jill Limkemann - January 25 at 09:10 PM

“

Sorry to see of Helen’s passing her and Harold were wonderful people Prayers to the
Families

terry shaffer - January 25 at 08:56 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Helen Louise Novotny.

January 25 at 07:31 PM

