James L. 'Jim' Chipokas
April 26, 1931 - October 25, 2020

James L. “Jim” Chipokas, 89, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died Sunday, October 25, 2020, at
Mercy Medical Center, Cedar Rapids. Private family services will be held and burial will
take place at Linwood Cemetery, Cedar Rapids. Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home &
Cremation Service, Cedar Rapids, assisted the family.
Jim was born April 26, 1931, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He was the son of Louis and Joanna
Chipokas who emigrated from Greece and landed at Ellis Island. Jim spoke fluent Greek
and was particularly proud of his heritage. After serving in the US Army during the Korean
War, Jim received a Juris Doctor from the University Of Iowa College Of Law in 1960.
While in his graduate years, Jim found the love of his life, Ruth Ann Anderson. Jim
practiced law in Cedar Rapids for over 40 years. He was also very involved in commercial
real estate and had a knack for finding opportunities.
Jim had a passion for sports, he love the St. Louis Cardinals, the Iowa Hawkeyes, and his
Sons’ Wolverines. Jim was an accomplished golfer who always had a helpful tip for
anyone he might find on the range. In his later years, he could be seen most days playing
the back nine with Ruth Ann. He taught his kids, Mark, Scott and Joanna, the game he
truly loved. Jim was the founder of the Hawkeye Rebounders, a group of Cedar Rapids
businessmen that promoted Iowa Basketball. Starting in 1982, the Rebounders brought
the Big Ten v. ACC Super Shootout to the Five Seasons Center. The Super Shootout was
a nationally broadcast college all-star game and continued for three years.
Always putting family and education first, Jim was particularly proud of his kids, their
families, and their academic accomplishments.
Survived by his wife of 56 years, Ruth Ann; his children, Mark (Colleen), Scott, and
Joanna (Alex) Ringsby; five grandchildren, Courtney, and Ashley Chipokas, Callista, Lexi
and Jimmy Ringsby, he will be greatly missed. You were the best Father. We are so proud
of you and will cherish every day we had with you.

Jim was a devout member of the St. John’s Greek Orthodox Church. Jim’s father was
involved in starting the church in Cedar Rapids.
We are eternally grateful to the nurses and physicians in the COVID unit and the ICU floor
at Mercy Hospital for the exceptional care and comfort provided.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church,
501 A Avenue NE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 or Mercy Employee Relief Fund at the
Mercy Foundation, 701 10th Street SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403.

Cemetery
Linwood Cemetery-Cedar Rapids
520 Wilson Avenue SW
Cedar Rapids, IA, 52404

Comments

“

Ruth, Mark, Scott and Joanna,
We are so sorry that Jim has passed away. We have happy memories of the two of
you-such a good looking and happy couple on the golf course and at the Club.
Marty has great memories working with Jim over several decades.
We hope your faith, family, friends and good memories will sustain you at this time.
We send our deepest sympathy,
Juli and Marty Smith
Naples, FL

Julianne Smith - November 08, 2020 at 11:50 AM

“

I loved seeing Ruth and Jim golfing at CRCC for years in the late afternoons. Years
ago Jim asked me to join his Rebounders group on several flights to watch the
Hawks. Even to Philadelphia to see them off to the final 4 ! Some of the best trips of
my life ! Thanks Jim ! I will miss you.
Rick Hill

rick hill - November 06, 2020 at 10:31 AM

“

Ruth, Mark, Scott and Joanna, my deepest condolences on Jim's passing. I first met
Jim when I was practicing law with my Dad in the 80s. Dad and Jim both had law
offices in IE Tower at the time. I saw Jim every day. He always had a smile and
friendly greeting. I enjoyed getting to know Jim and later seeing all of you at CRCC. I
am so sorry for your loss. Laurie Crawford

Laurie Crawford - November 05, 2020 at 11:46 AM

“

Dear Chipokas Family,
I came to know Mr. Chipokas while working a summer job in golf operations at the
CRCC.
Let me just say that he always treated me like I was a fellow member instead of an
employee. A Grand Gentleman in every way.
Prayers Up for him tonight and many Blessings and comfort to his Family,
Eric Oliver

Eric Oliver - November 02, 2020 at 07:29 PM

“

Ruth and Jim, what a wonderful couple. Best wishes to Ruth and the kids. John
Parks

john parks - November 02, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

Mark, Scott, Joanna and Ruth Ann,
You and your family are on my mind as I saw the passing of Jim, please accept my
deepest condolences on his passing. I did not know Jim personally and I was a few
years behind Scott in school and I went to Kennedy. In my early teen years my family
and I took a trip to Texas - We were on the air plane and I was terrified! My dad told
me to pay attention to the nice young man a head of us and his parents. My dad was
telling me all about his father and Scott the golfer. My dad went up to talk with them
and I was afraid to move. My dad knew him or of him and had wonderful things to
say about him. Needless to say I will never forget that flight. I followed Scotts golfing
for a few years after that and even after I graduated I still heard about that flight.
Again, please accept my condolences.

Joanne Pontius-Bauer - November 02, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

Dear Ruth and family, Suzanne and I were greatly saddened to hear of Jim’s
passing. There aren’t many days that I don’t think about the time I spent working for
Jim back in the early 80s for one reason or another. Jim gave me my first job as an
attorney, right out of law school. I had the same experience as another person who
posted earlier. On my first day Jim sent me over to Clancy’s to get the best suit they
had. I too still remember how I felt the first time I came to work wearing that beautiful
new suit. I had never had anything like it before.
I learned so much from Jim as a lawyer. He was a tenacious advocate. He had a
commanding presence in the courtroom. Juries liked him a lot. He was personable
and very effective. He taught me that I had to stand on my own two feet.
I like to think we had a lot of fun practicing law back then. Jim had clients all over this
part of the state. Often we would find ourselves in Anamosa, Manchester or
Independence, and more often than not, had to stop for lunch at the local Greek,
“pizza and steak house.” Jim was always given a hero’s welcome and more times
than not enjoyed several conversations, all in Greek.
JIm was very generous to me and my family, and others. At lunch time he would
often say, “Jimmy lets go to lunch.” We would end up in one of the many downtown
lunch spots where he knew everyone there, and he would never let me pick up a
check. Many times Suzanne and I were Jim and Ruth’s guests for golf and dinner.
Many know that Jim was a big Hawkeye fan. What many don’t know is that several
times athletes who had graduated but struggling at the time would come by the
office. Jim would always help them out.
Jim was not afraid to think big. One of the best examples was the Big Ten-ACC
basketball “Super Shoot-out” challenge which he and the other “Rebounders”
brought to the Five Seasons Center in the early 80s. They attracted national
television coverage and major sports personalities. It was a very big deal back then!!
Jim was a snappy dresser. Beautiful sport coats and ties. Always with polished
shoes. He told me once that a well-dressed man should always have polished shoes.
I still try to follow that advice.
Above all, the strongest memory I have of Jim is that family was the most important
thing to him. He would tell me that often, and then I would see it as well. I am grateful
that he shared his wonderful family with mine starting with his wonderful wife Ruth,
and three great children Mark, Scott and Joanna. He was so proud of his children,
and later grandchildren. Every time I would see him he would ask me about my kids,
and tell me with obvious pride and joy about what his were up to.
Finally, I owe a lot to Jim. I am very grateful for the chance he gave me, and what he
taught me as well.
Ruth, Mark, Scott and Joanna, you are all in our thoughts and prayers.
Jim Flitz

James Flitz - November 02, 2020 at 12:28 PM

“

Dear Mark and family: I was sad to read of Jim's death. I never had a case against
him but knew him well from the "old Y." He was something else. I nicknamed him the
"Midas touch" because of all his massive settlements and jury verdict stories he
would regale me with! I can see why juries liked him, as he was a great story teller.
My sympathies to your family. Bill Stone

Wilford Stone - November 02, 2020 at 10:48 AM

“

Cherie and I send our deepest sympathy to the Chipokas family. I can't tell you all the
fun times I had with Jim. The game of golf brought me so close to him and his
awesome family. Cherie and I want you to know that Jim and all of you are in our
thoughts and prayers.
Jock Olson

Jock Olson - November 02, 2020 at 08:27 AM

“

Hello to Jim's family and to his wife Ruth Ann, Jim was my atty: for a number of
years, getting me out of many law suites, and I did play golf with him a few times.
Jim was a special type of person, we shared many good and bad times together.
May he remain in eternal piece. May God bless
Ruth and the rest of his family.
Dean Brown

dean brown - November 01, 2020 at 05:42 PM

“

We send our sympathy to Ruth Ann and all family. Van's friendship goes way back, to
Franklin H.S., many hours on golf courses, and even time playing together on a slow
break b.b. team at the Y. His was a memorable life and part of a great American
success story. Van and Millie Coleman

Van Coleman - November 01, 2020 at 04:00 PM

“

The "Chipster". A true joy to have known and been friend. Always giant smile &
tremendous greeting. Pleasure to say was a gentlemen. Flip Klinger

Flip Klinger - November 01, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Scott, Mark and Family. I will always have many fond memories of your father Jim. I
always enjoyed talking with Jim and playing a little golf with him. He was very proud
of his family. Jim was a great Cedar Rapidian. Our condolences and deepest
sympathy to the Chipokas family.

Blaine Worley - November 01, 2020 at 12:01 PM

“

Scott and families,
Our heartfelt sympathies. Thinking of you with warm thoughts, and knowing that the
memories of your father will be a continual blessing to you.
Steve, Megan, Jackson, and Lincoln Ginsberg

Steve Ginsberg - November 01, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

I always enjoyed a late summer afternoon to be able to join Jim and Ruth on the
back nine. In addition we would get together after church and discuss a variety of
topics. Jim always had a topic. I will miss him.
Bill Moss

Bill Moss - November 01, 2020 at 10:53 AM

“

TO: Ruth, Scott, Mark and Joanna:
I am so sorry to hear about Jim!
I have still have great memories of spending time at your house and with the entire
family.
Please know that you all will be in our thoughts and prayers.
God bless - John Davis

John Davis - November 01, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

What a great photo of Jim and Ruth. Thank you. My deepest sympathies to Ruth and
all Jim's family.
I met Jim over 40 years ago when as a law student he hired me for a summer
internship. The next year I went to work for him as his associate attorney at
Chipokas, Platt, Maher, and Forte in the I.E. Tower offices. Jim was a kind and
tolerant mentor. His confidence in me as a lawyer gave me confidence in myself. He
taught me never to fear the courtroom.
I joined the firm with a shiny three-piece polyester suit from Armstrong's basement
shop, my first purchase of lawyer clothes. After a few months of seeing me wear that
to work, Jim called me into his office one day. He told me I was doing a good job but
he thought I could use better clothes. I was to go to Clancy's and Gary Lacock would
fit me up with a good suit, Jim's treat. I don't think I have ever felt better than when I
showed up at work in that luxurious new wool suit.
Jim was a great guy, a true one-of-a-kind character I always enjoyed meeting and
talking with (mostly listening). I'm sure he will be greatly missed by his family and all
who knew him.
Bill Nicholson

William Nicholson - November 01, 2020 at 08:39 AM

“

Jim was my friend. We worked out together at the YMCA and had many interesting
conversations. I always enjoyed his insights. I join the family in celebrating his life.
I enjoyed him.
William C. Jacobson Educator.

William Jacobson - November 01, 2020 at 08:27 AM

“

I always enjoyed speaking with Jim. Jim was an amazing and unique individual.
Great husband, father and grandfather!! Jim served his Nation Honorably with this
valiant military service!! Jim and his family are "pillars" of the Cedar Rapids
Community!!
May God Our Father grant eternal peace and salvation to Jim. Please Lord ease the
pain and suffering of Jim's Family and Friends-Amen!!

Charles Francis Elias - November 01, 2020 at 08:11 AM

“

My late husband and I were.part.of a group of people who gathered for fun and
games with
Jimmy and Ruth. Always admired both and am so sorry to learn of Jimmy passing.
My live and prayers to the entire family
Jan Peterseim, Kalona

Janeth peterseim - October 31, 2020 at 10:52 AM

“

Jim will be Greatly Missed a Gentleman with Many Talents God Bless the Family his
Memory Eternal
. Larry David

Larry David - October 31, 2020 at 08:46 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Jim’s passing. My deepest sympathies. I have so many fond
memories of the Chipokas family. May Jim rest in paradise and may his memory be
eternal.
Mariellen Lillios Crosson

Mariellen Lillios Crosson - October 29, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Jim's passing. We have many fond memories of him over the
years. Sending love to all of you. May his memory be eternal.

Andrea Faches - October 29, 2020 at 06:19 PM

“

My thoughts are with the Chipokas family and share in your loss. I have lots of fond
memories of topical discussions with Jim. Rest In Peace. Steve Shepherd
Steve - November 01, 2020 at 05:39 AM

“

Ruth so sorry to hear of Jim's passing. I always enjoyed anytime we ran into you two at the
Starlight. He was fantastic to work with when I was starting out with Budget Copies. He will
always be remembered. Mike Massell
Mike Massell - November 01, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

For many, many years we sat right beside our friends Jim and Ruth at the Iowa basket ball
games in the "OLD" extreemly crowded, Field House. Jim was a very big Hawkeye fan and
we had great seats, 7 rows up behind the opposing bench. Jim could get the attention of
and I'm sure on the nerves of the competitions Coaches. We'll always remember during the
Lute, Lute, Lute era, Illinois was doing their best but not as good as Iowa, and Jim would
cup his hands to direct his taunt
" We've got you now Harvey".
Ruth and family our heart goes out
and our thoughts are with you.
Kay and Tony Staab
Tony Staab - November 02, 2020 at 12:07 AM

