Jayna Lynn (DeWaard) Fontenot
August 8, 1973 - December 12, 2020

Jayna Lynn (DeWaard) Fontenot, 47, of Marion, Iowa, passed away on Saturday,
December 12, 2020, at St. Luke’s Hospital in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. A visitation will be held
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 16, 2020, at Murdoch Funeral
Home & Cremation Service in Marion. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, a limited number
of guests will be allowed in the funeral home at one time. All guests are respectfully
requested to wear a face mask and practice social distancing. A private family burial will
take place at Cedar Memorial Cemetery.
Jayna was born on August 8, 1973, in Britt, Iowa, the daughter of John and Jerry (Maw)
DeWaard. She graduated from West Hancock High School and went on to attend
Northwestern College, receiving her degree in Computer Science. On December 17,
1994, Jayna was united in marriage to Joe Fontenot. To this union, twin daughters were
born, Elizabeth and Katelyn. Jayna and Joe later divorced. Jayna worked for United Fire
Group in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She enjoyed volunteering, helping with Girl Scouts, Show
Choir, and was the PTO president. Jayna enjoyed watching reality TV shows and loved
her pets. She had a very close relationship with her twin daughters, which was seen by
anyone they met. Jayna’s daughters, Elizabeth and Katelyn, meant everything to her. She
will be greatly missed by them, and by everyone who knew and loved her.
Jayna is survived and lovingly remembered by her daughters, Elizabeth Paige Fontenot
and Katelyn Nicole Fontenot both of Marion; brother, Jesse DeWaard of Fort Worth,
Texas; father, John (Phyllis) DeWaard of Kanawha, Iowa; and grandparents, Henry and
Josie DeWaard of Kanawha, Iowa.
She was preceded in death by her mother, Jerry Dewaard, and her first born, Barkley.
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Comments

“

Jayna was the flower girl at my wedding. She was SO cute, and performed her duties
perfectly. When she posted that her girl(s) had graduated college, I wrote a message
to her about how proud I was, and how much I enjoyed our visits to her parent's farm
when they were young. I wrote it, but I didn't send it. Then it became too late. I'm so
sorry that I didn't send it. I saved the text to remember her.

Don Norton - December 27, 2020 at 03:37 AM

“

I felt awful hearing today of her passing. I drove by her street the other day thinking
of our walks together when Zoey was taking music lessons from Liz. I thought about
contacting her. I wished I had.I considered her a friend. She loved to share about
how proud she was of her girls, and her former Girl Scouts. She was a born leader,
ambitious, kind funny and always thought of others first. I worked with Jayna when
she ran the pta when our girls were young and if Jayna ran an event it was a
guaranteed success. She was an inspiration and feel awful I won’t be able to talk to
her again. I am sure she will continue to watch over her girls and her former Girl
Scouts. Jayna we will miss you. I am sure you will be leading the chorus in heaven.

mechelle carter - December 19, 2020 at 09:37 PM

“

Just a note to all of Jayna's family - I'm so very sorry for your loss. Jayna was such a
good person - so kind-hearted and willing to do whatever was needed. She was kind
and caring and loved her family so very much! She was a good friend - someone you
could trust. Thinking of you all and praying for peace during this difficult time. Love,
Jennifer Ellis

Jennifer Ellis - December 18, 2020 at 06:18 PM

“

Elizabeth and Katelyn,
My deepest sympathy for your loss. She was always a joy to talk to and will be
greatly missed. Many prayers for you both during this difficult time.
Mickey Lowe

Mickey Lowe - December 18, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

Full Heart was purchased for the family of Jayna Lynn (DeWaard) Fontenot.

December 16, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

Sangeena Sharma purchased the Garden Accent Stone - 'Your memory is...' for the
family of Jayna Lynn (DeWaard) Fontenot.

Sangeena Sharma - December 16, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

Liz and Katelyn,
My heart goes out to both of you. Your mom was such a kind, gentle and sincere
woman. I feel blessed to have been able to work with her the past few years at UFG.
I hope it brings you comfort in the days ahead, to know how very deep her love was
for both of you. Her smile would light up every time I asked her how college was
going. She was so proud of your hard work, commitment and achievements. While I
can't be there to give you a hug and tell you in person, I hope in the days ahead you
find comfort to know that she is looking down and is so proud of your strength. She
would want you both to live out your dreams. Stay strong together and take one day
at a time. So many of us have you in our thoughts and prayers. Thank you for
sharing the beautiful pictures and memories of your amazing mother.
God Bless you both,
Mary Carr

mary carr - December 16, 2020 at 06:49 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Jayna Lynn (DeWaard) Fontenot.

December 16, 2020 at 01:37 PM

“

Liz and Katelyn,
I am so sorry to hear of the loss of your Mother.
Jayna always put 100 % into all that she did! She was great at volunteering and
organizing. It was a pleasure to work/volunteer many hours with her in music and
PTO.
She will be missed!
Teresa Byers

Teresa Byers - December 15, 2020 at 10:08 PM

“

It has been a pleasure to work with Jayna whenever I had the opportunity. I know
many others at UFG who feel the same way. Sending my deepest condolences and
prayers. -Gerry Tener (coworker)

Gerry Tener - December 15, 2020 at 03:04 PM

“

QA Team and Friends at UFG purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Jayna Lynn (DeWaard) Fontenot.

QA Team and Friends at UFG - December 14, 2020 at 01:34 PM

