Jean Elizabeth Oxley
November 26, 1925 - March 29, 2020

Jean Oxley, a lifelong resident of Linn County, passed away on March 29, 2020. Private
services for the immediate family are being held this week in accordance with state and
federal guidance on gatherings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A Celebration of Life will
be held at a future date and time, to be announced. Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation
Service of Marion, Iowa, is assisting Jean’s family.
A prominent Democratic leader in Iowa politics, the Linn County government building was
named in her honor as the Jean Oxley Linn County Public Service Center in 2012. In 1970
she was the first woman elected Chairperson for the Linn County Democrats and she was
the first woman elected to the Linn County Board of Supervisors. She served for 24 years,
from 1972 to 1996. She was the second woman in the State of Iowa to hold a leadership
position on a County Board of Supervisors and the first to serve as president of a 400member State Supervisors Association.
During her tenure on the Board of Supervisors, Jean worked for gender balance for Linn
County boards and commissions. Jean was a champion of the elderly, young, disabled,
and the most vulnerable of society. Jean helped establish funding for the The ARC of East
Central Iowa. Which includes a program to help families keep their children at home rather
than in institutions. Jean helped establish the Linn County Juvenile Detention Center to
ensure separation from adults. She initiated the first Big Brothers and Big Sisters
organization in Cedar Rapids. She was appointed by Governor Branstad to serve on the
State Mental Health and Disability Services Commission.
She retired in 1996 and continued her deep involvement in her community by being active
on numerous boards and taskforces. Jean worked with Churches United to help break
down racial barriers. Her passion and dedication for enhancing the quality of life of people
has been recognized by numerous awards. In 2012 she was awarded Waypoint Tribute to
Women of Achievement Pillar.
Born to Dr. Carl E. and Edna Liabo in Center Point, Iowa on November 26, 1925, she

attended Luther College from 1943 to 1945 and was a proud graduate of University of
Iowa in 1947 with a degree in sociology.
Married to Myron (Mike Oxley) in 1957, they lived on a farm east of Marion. She is
survived by her two children, JoAnne (Darrel) Draper of Omaha, Nebraska and Ralph
(Laurie) Oxley of Marion; three grandchildren, Breanna, Brittney (Dillon Besser) and
Braden Oxley; sister, Patricia Andersen; and many nephews and nieces.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Dr. Carl and Edna Liabo; husband, Myron
(Mike) Oxley; brother, Leslie Liabo; and sister, Darlene Bohling.
Jean taught high school at Oskaloosa, Belle Plaine and at LaSalle in Cedar Rapids before
becoming a program director at the YWCA (now called Waypoint) for 20 years. She was a
long-time member of Quota Club and Daughters of American Revolution (DAR). She was
active in the First United Methodist Church in Marion for over 40 years and was a member
of the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Cedar Rapids. She was an avid
bridge player and a voracious reader, and she loved crossword puzzles and traveling.
Jean’s impact of selfless service and dedication has reached far and wide, well beyond
the borders of this community that has been her home all her life.
In lieu of flowers, the family has provided a link for donations which include three of her
favorite organizations: Liabo Scholarship – at the University of Iowa (in honor of her
parents), Linn County Juvenile Detention Center and The ARC (serving people with
intellectual and related disabilities).
https://www.gofundme.com/f/memorial-fund-for-jean-oxley?
utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1

Comments

“

Long before I met Jean, I adored her for the dedication she had for the physically
and mentally disabled. I had a sister who benefitted by the programs she initiated for
that worthy and under appreciated segment of society. After I got to know Jean
personally, I discovered that she had a passion and selflessness in everything she
did. What an ideal example she was to so many. The world has lost “one of the best”!

Roberta Hamdorf - April 07, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

Thank you for your kind comments. I couldn't agree more. I am her daughter and she was a
fabulous Mom in all ways.
JoAnne - April 11, 2020 at 03:59 PM

“

We really have lost one of the best and hope the work she did continues to inspire others!
Thanks for reaching out!
Breanna Oxley - April 17, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

I treasure the experience of working with Jean...and mourn her passing. Joe Rinas

Joe Rinas - April 02, 2020 at 07:23 PM

“

She thoroughly enjoyed her work as Linn County Supervisor as you know. And working
with you was one of her highlights
JoAnne - April 07, 2020 at 11:45 AM

“

JoAnne and Ralph and family:
Jean was a good neighbor and friend. Mom enjoyed playing cards over the years.
There are so many many happy memories throughout the years. I always liked
staying over at your house. Your Mom was an awesome role model to so many. I
liked her stories and her teaching. Our sympathies that you are unable to have the
celebration of her life that you deserved. Our prayers, love and hugs. Shirley Jordan
and Laurie Copper

Laurie Copper - April 02, 2020 at 06:23 PM

“

Thank you for your kind words
Lots of great times with you and your family. We will have a celebration of life later. She
would really like that
JoAnne - April 07, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

My deepest sympathy. Jean was a very nice person and I always saw her around in
downtown Cedar Rapids. I would run into her and she was always very nice and
helpful.
Linda McNamara Earley

Linda - April 02, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

I found Marcia’s tribute moving and it perfectly describes who Jean was in my life.
Thank you, Marcia.
To share my own
It is very fitting that we will celebrate Jean’s life in this Year of the Woman 2020. She
respected all people - the citizens of Linn County, County employees and she was
instrumental in developing opportunities for those with mental and physical
disabilities and the youth of Linn County. I am so very proud to have worked for Jean
and the Boards of Supervisors. She was my mentor, employer and friend – I will miss
her.

Trude Elliott - April 01, 2020 at 05:12 PM

“

“

You not only were a colleague but a very special life long friend that she cherished
JoAnne - April 07, 2020 at 11:46 AM

Jean was as good a public servant as County Supervisor as I have ever known. She
was sharp, focused, and dedicated to her leadership role--but she had a big heart for
the citizens of Linn County. She especially cared about people who have intellectual
& developmental disabilities. She was GREAT to work with on behalf of these
people.
John D. Morris (Retired)
Discovery Living, Inc.

John Morris - April 01, 2020 at 10:31 AM

“

My mom was indeed dedicated to the citizens of Linn County as you described. She did
impact many people’s lives for the better. Thank you for your kind comments, John
JoAnne - April 01, 2020 at 05:15 PM

“

Jean was one of my mentors in the 1970s when I was first starting out as a social
worker in Linn County. She was an advocate for the most vulnerable populations
among us. She was a role model for how women can be in the positions where policy
making is done. She was a supporter of young women starting out in their
professions and I am so glad I was one of them. Every time I walk into the Oxley
County Services Building I recall how she influenced me and the changes she
helped make in this community. A life well lived.

Marcia Swift - March 31, 2020 at 09:07 PM

“

Wonderful summary! Thank you
Her daughter, JoAnne Draper
JoAnne - April 01, 2020 at 05:10 PM

“

On behalf of my husband, Gene and son, Gary and myself we extend our deepest
sympathy on the loss of your mother. She was an outstanding leader. Your friend, Val
Wolter

Val Wolter - March 31, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

As the Director of Linn County Mental Health and Disabilities Services for 25 years
before retiring in 2011, I had many occasions to work with Jean. We had a bunch of
trips to Des Moines together to fight with legislators and meet with other officials at
Iowa State Association of Counties committee meetings. She was a source of
inspiration and support for me as we worked together to provide services for people
with mental illness or developmental disabilities. I cannot imagine having done my
job in another county with supervisors who were not dedicated to serving those less
fortunate, as Jean was. I would occasionally get "the look", the tilt of her head and
stare-down when I would say something stupid, such as "Let's listen to Rush
Limbaugh on the way home". But 99.9% of the time we saw eye to eye on the need
to serve people in Linn County. I loved Jean Oxley and was very sad to see that she
has left us. Condolences to the family. I'm sure she will be missed.

Craig E. Wood - March 31, 2020 at 11:11 AM

“

Working on mental health and disabilities was near and dear to her heart and she did work
tirelessly on behalf of these groups. You were pretty “brave” to mention Limbaugh to her,
especially in a car! I am her daughter and I know that look very well. She had an amazing
life and I am blessed to have her as Mom.
JoAnne - April 01, 2020 at 05:05 PM

“

Loved spending time with Jean every week doing her hair. She was always so happy
to have it done, and very complimentary to me.
She always commented that she knew I liked my job because I was always happy,
and efficient :).... she was a great lady!!! I’m so glad I got to know and love her !!!
Heaven welcomed her with open arms I’m sure!!!.... Rest In Peace sweet lady
Karen Miller

Karen Miller - March 30, 2020 at 09:16 PM

“

Thank you for your kind comments
JoAnne Draper, her daughter
JoAnne - April 01, 2020 at 05:00 PM

“

You don't know me and I didn't know Jean directly, though I surely feel as if I did. One of my
best friends is Trude Elliott; she and I served on a national board together and were backto-back presidents.
I have heard about Jean Oxley for more than 20 years. She was one of Trude's heroes and
mentors, and a dear friend. Everyone should dream of being as respected, valued, and
loved as your mother. She left her world far better than she found it, which my own mother
told me is the ultimate measure of a life well lived.
May God bring comfort and peace to you, JoAnne, and your family and all who loved her.
We can all be grateful that such dedicated and compassionate leaders have served our
communities.
Douglas Duckett
Cincinnati, Ohio
Douglas E Duckett - April 01, 2020 at 05:06 PM

