Jeanne Kapler
June 21, 1951 - August 8, 2019

Jeanne Kapler, 68, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, formerly of St. Paul, Minnesota, died Thursday,
August 8, 2019, at her home with her husband by her side. Visitation will be held from 10
– 11 a.m. Wednesday, August 14, 2019, at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation
Service in Cedar Rapids. A Celebration of Life service will follow at 11 a.m. at the funeral
home with Chaplain Joe Kane officiating.
Jeanne was born June 21, 1951, in St. Paul, the daughter of Donald and Florence
(McClary) Stanton. She graduated from Our Lady of Peace High School in St. Paul in
1969. Jeanne went on to attend College of St. Catherine and graduated in 1974 with her
BA in Occupational Therapy. She was united in marriage to Les Kapler on November 6,
1976, in Cedar Rapids. Jeanne was an occupational therapist and worked at numerous
facilities before her retirement in 2013. She was a member of the American Occupational
Therapy Association (AOTA), where she was on the Certification Committee, the Iowa
Occupational Therapy Association, and American Society of Hand Therapists.
Jeanne volunteered at Theatre Cedar Rapids costume shop, Gems of Hope and AARP,
where she worked for the passage of the Iowa Care Act. She enjoyed traveling and some
of her favorite destinations were Ireland, Italy, Hawaii and Costa Rica. Jeanne loved
holiday traditions and made them memorable with special meals and delicious desserts.
She was a wonderful cook and baker. Jeanne enjoyed spending time with her family,
especially her grandsons. She was a talented crafter and seamstress who made one of a
kind Halloween costumes, cozy pajamas, quilts, beautiful prom and wedding dresses and
more. Friends and family will treasure her handmade gifts. She was a member of the
Cedar Rapids chapter of the American Sewing Guild.
Jeanne is survived by her husband, Les Kapler of Cedar Rapids; daughters, Anne Kapler
of Cedar Rapids, and Emily Kapler of Ames, Iowa; son-in-law, Ryan Taylor of Cedar
Rapids; two grandsons, Jack and Elijah; siblings, Tom (Shirley) Stanton of Mendota
Heights, Minnesota, Don Stanton of Apple Valley, Minnesota, Peggy (Steve) Dolan of
Woodbury, Minnesota, and Mary Manthie of St. Paul.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Donald and Florence Stanton; and
grandmother, Florence McClary.
Memorials in Jeanne’s name may be directed to Gems of Hope, Theatre Cedar Rapids,
AARP Iowa or Viola Gibson Elementary School PTA Playground Improvement Fund.

Events
AUG
14

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

AUG
14

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - August 12 at 12:19 PM

“

Les,
I am so sorry for your loss. Family has always been at your center. May their love
surround you and sustain you through this difficult time. Sending prayers and hugs
your way. Becky Martin.

Becky Martin - August 13 at 10:03 PM

“

Vivid Recollections was purchased for the family of Jeanne Kapler.

August 13 at 04:35 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Jeanne Kapler.

August 12 at 04:03 PM

“

Pink Potpourri Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jeanne Kapler.

August 12 at 12:36 PM

“

48 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - August 12 at 12:11 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Jeanne Kapler.

August 11 at 06:18 PM

“

Les,
I am so sorry to hear of Jeanne's death. May the memories you shared with her
provide solace.
Alinda Hakanson

Alinda Hakanson - August 11 at 03:25 PM

“

Les and family, we are so sorry for your loss.
Deb & Dennis Pint

Deb Pint - August 11 at 02:00 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your wife's passing. May your memories sustain you at this most
difficult time. Marge Helsell

M Helsell - August 11 at 01:16 PM

“

Dear Les, Steve and I are so sorry to hear of Jeanne ' s passing. We were
remembering our conversations about eyes and insurance not that long ago.
Blessings and sympathy for you and your family, and strength for the difficult days
ahead.
Nancy and Steve Mortimore

Nancy Mortimore - August 10 at 11:09 PM

“

Oh, Jeanne--what a good friend you were, and how I will miss you! So many
afternoons in the costume shop at TCR, chatting and stitching, you always willing to
come in and help out in that last crazy stretch before opening night. Bringing lovely
flowers--peonies!--from your garden, and yummy treats, but best of all, your fantastic
sense of humor and great compassion. The world is a poorer place without you, my
dearest.

Joni D Sackett - August 10 at 12:24 PM

“

I am saddened to hear of Jeanne's passing. She was always so cheery, happy and
upbeat and I looked forward to chatting at the Hiawatha Market. We would talk so
much that Les finally said "Why don't you two just go have coffee sometime?" So we
did and I am so glad.
Helping you with your housing needs was a real pleasure and I will cherish the
memories we shared over these many years.
I wish I could attend the visitation but unfortunately we are out of town.
Sending lots of hugs and love. Take care.
Lynn Ocken

Lynn Ocken - August 10 at 09:48 AM

“

i will miss Jeanne's smile and storytelling -- and her absolute delight in things
accomplished. Her love for her grandsons beamed through every time she
mentioned their names or shared something she had made for them. I hope the
memories will forever keep her in the hearts of all who knew and loved her. My
condolences to Less, and all of Jeanne's family.
"Such (wo)men don't grow on every bush". ~ Marcia Brown in Stone Soup
(Scribner's, 1947)
Sharron McElmeel

Sharron McElmeel - August 10 at 08:28 AM

“

Jeanne brought her bright light to the TCR costume shop, and I was always happy to see
her there when I showed up to volunteer. Her stories and advice were always welcome and
entertaining. The love and delight she had for her grandsons was abundantly evident. My
condolences to the whole family. Jeanne will certainly be missed by many.
Michele - August 14 at 09:57 AM

