John Roger Howe
March 25, 1932 - November 26, 2020

John Roger Howe, 88, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed away on Thursday, November 26,
2020, at his home. Per John’s wishes, cremation has taken place and no public services
will be held at this time due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Inurnment will take place at Fort
Snelling Cemetery in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
John was born on March 25, 1932, in Glencoe, Minnesota, the son of Ellie and Frances
(Wright) Howe. He graduated from Glencoe High School and went on to become a
broadcast engineer graduating from Brown Institute. John served in the United States
Army during the Korean War. On June 29, 1953, in Northwood, Minnesota, he was united
in marriage to Elaine Elizabeth West. She passed away in November of 2016. John was a
broadcast engineer at WCCO in Minneapolis, Minnesota, for 17 years. He retired as an
electronic manufacturing representative in 1999. John was a member of Lutheran Church
of the Resurrection in Marion, Iowa, and was a lifetime member of the VFW and the
American Legion, and a 50 year member of the Zuhrah Masonic Temple where he was a
33rd Degree Master Mason and Shriner.
He is survived by his four sons, Roger (Karla) Howe of Maple Grove, Minnesota, Timothy
(Susan) Howe of Coon Rapids, Minnesota, Curtis Howe of Cedar Rapids, and Doug
(Kathy) Howe of Marion; nine grandchildren, Randy, Nicole (Andy) Robertson, Elya, Luke,
Erik (Samantha), Nathan, Jessica (Quentin) Thurmond, Andrew, and Chloe (Andrew)
Konigsmark; nine great-grandchildren; and two sisters, June (Richard) Neuman of Lodi,
California and Barbara (Sheridan) Petersen of Brownton, Minnesota.
John was preceded in death by his parents, wife, Elaine; and sisters, Lois Ann Hanson
and Donna Mae Schostock.
Memorials in John’s memory may be directed to the family.

Cemetery
Fort Snelling National Cemetery
7601 34th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN, 55450

Comments

“

We will surely miss John's spunky personality! He was always a joy to talk to...even
when he was giving us a hard time (which was most of the time)! He was so excited
to take the Honor Flight with Curtis and would come in and talk to us about it before
doing his morning walk. Many times he would gift us with treats "just because", he
was a very thoughtful man like that!
Sending our sincerest condolences to Curtis and the rest of the Howe family, what a
big personality, his presence will be missed!

Marisa - December 04, 2020 at 04:55 PM

“

John was a customer at Hy-Vee Drugstore on Boyson Rd. He always greeted us with
a warm, caring smile and a positive thought. He will be missed by everyone.

Lori Hennessey - November 30, 2020 at 10:15 AM

“

Every Sunday when Roger & I arrived early to make coffee & set up Café Wayne
Brandt and John would be there with smiles and welcoming small talk. I didn't know
John's middle name was Roger but Roger didn't now his name was John. John
would always great Rog with "our names are the same, Roger!". I miss in person
church but going back without Wayne and John will be a sad reminder of how much
John's welcoming was so important to us. RIP John.

Mary Jo Carlson - November 29, 2020 at 11:49 AM

“

After my wife died several years ago, John contacted me through the Steven Ministry
program at LCR. He gave me comfort and solace in my time of grief. I will be forever
grateful for him.

Marlin Oeltjen - November 29, 2020 at 10:19 AM

“

I had the privilege of meeting John during Stephen Ministry Training at The Lutheran
Church of the Resurrection. We shared stories and laughs during our training. It was
a joy to have had him in my life. Mary Hajek

Mary Hajek - November 28, 2020 at 05:52 PM

“

What a great man. In his younger days, a real leader at LCR. He
could talk you into volunteering for anything.....and make it fun.
Years later, John and Elaine returned to Iowa. I was in the
grocery store. A man all bundled up muttered something to
me. I didn't recognize him until I was down the isle.
Then he called out my name, and I knew immediately who it
was!
Linda Erlandson
Linda Erlandson - November 30, 2020 at 08:29 PM

