Joseph Chester Ainsworth
July 2, 1916 - July 8, 2020

Joseph Chester Ainsworth passed away on Wednesday, July 8, 2020, at the age of 104.
Joe was a resident of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, from the time of his birth to 2000. At the time of
his death he was residing in Pensacola, Florida. A memorial service is scheduled at North
Stone Baptist Church in Pensacola, Florida, on Friday, July 10, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. A
service will be held at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Cedar
Rapids on Saturday, July 18, 2020, at 10:30 a.m. All guests are respectfully requested to
wear a mask and practice social distancing.
Joe was born on July 2, 1916, to Chester and Josephine Ainsworth in Cedar Rapids. He
worked many jobs including delivery driver for Coca-Cola, military police for the U.S. Army,
fingerprint specialist in the FBI, insurance agent, and furniture store owner. He served in
the Army during World War II and the Korean War. He was a lifetime member of The
Gideons International having joined in November 1941. He was a member of Edgewood
Baptist Church for nearly 80 years.
He married Arlene on May 29, 1937. They were married for 58 years before Arlene
passed away on January 1, 1995. He remarried to Anne Nagi on September 16, 2000,
and she passed away in 2011.
Joe is survived by his son, Steven Ainsworth and his wife Marty; his grandchildren, Emily
Nakamura (Yoshi), Aaron Ainsworth (Candice), Heather Johnson (Kyle), and Heidi
Yefremov (David); and his great grandchildren, Miya, Tyler, Keagen, Luke, Kade, Brandon,
Chandler, Chloe, Drew, and Ethan.
Joe is preceded in death by his parents, Chester and Josephine Ainsworth; his wife,
Arlene Ainsworth; and his son, Douglas Ainsworth.
Memorials may be directed to The Gideons International.
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Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service
520 Wilson Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA, US, 52404

Comments

“

Especially for Steve,
I remember a year at Pine Lake Bible Camp. Joe was my counselor. You were his
assistant. I believe it was the summer of 1964. I remember this year for two main
reasons. First, your dad led me to Christ that summer at camp. Second, was the
castor oil affair. I don't know if you knew about or would remember the first, but am
pretty sure you remember the second.
At dinner one night at camp, they served prunes. I hated (and still do) prunes and did
not eat any. The next pronouncement was that anyone who did not eat prunes had to
take castor oil. That didn't hit me right either. As you were wrestling me to the ground
so they could administer the dose of castor oil, I took a bite out of your chest. I truly
hope there was no permanent damage.
I lost track of Joe after that summer and finished high school in western Iowa (Kiron).
got my engineering degrees (BS-IE and MS-IE) from Iowa State, and moved to
Phoenix to begin work on my PhD at Arizona State. I then moved to the Los Angeles
area for 22 years before moving back to Iowa (Cedar Rapids) for a job. On my
second day in Cedar Rapids, I went to a Sunday night service at Edgewood Baptist
Church. I reconnected with Joe that night.
In 1998, I moved to Cedar Rapids for a job, leaving my wife and 2 sons in California
until I could find us a house. Joe and I went to dinner several times during those first
few weeks and months. It was like coming home.
What a special and Godly man he was!
John Peterson
1815 Oak Knolls Ct SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
johnkp1952@mchsi.com

John K Peterson - July 24 at 01:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album Joe Ainsworth - History of Edgewood Baptist Church

Curtis Kraetsch - July 19 at 09:23 AM

“

As new attenders of Edgewood Baptist Church in 1985, Joe and Arlene reached out
to us with an invite to their home to play their favorite dominos game. They were a
wonderful example of "lovers of Jesus", and set such a good example of leadership
and service. A great life lived for the Lord. May you rejoice knowing he is reunited
with those gone before him and visits with his Savior. Brian and Donna Miller

Brian and Donna - July 18 at 10:42 AM

“

Dearest family of Joe. My Dad, Chuck Underwood, who has now gone to be with the
Lord, was a dear friend of Joe's. They were in Gideons together. We enjoyed
meeting Joe on several occasions. Praying for you all at this time. The Lord bless
and comfort you.

Nancy Maehl - July 15 at 11:24 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Joseph Chester
Ainsworth.

July 11 at 01:14 PM

“

Dear family of Joe,
Just want you all to know we are thinking of you and praying that God's
peace and Love will sustain and comfort you. Your Dad and all of you are very
special to my family. I am so sorry we cannot be there to share remembering him.
Just know that we love you and will be in touch.
God bless you.
Donna, Starr & Crystal, Marlin and Kandy and family.
7/10 noon.

Donna Danielsen & family - July 10 at 11:57 AM

“

Dear family of Joe,
I have very fond memories of Joe & Arlene. They were wonderful friends and so enjoyed
listening to them play the piano and organ on Sundays.
Joe was so kind to me when I graduated High School. He gave me a character reference
letter and let me use him as a working reference when applying for jobs. What a wonderful
thing he did.
My sympathy to all of you. (Hope you enjoyed your time at Leonardo's Sat. I was there with
a friend but did not want to intrude).
Sue O'Neal
Sue O'Neal - July 20 at 03:41 PM

