Julie Lynn Hansen
November 9, 1957 - June 2, 2021

Julie Lynn Hansen, 63, of Cedar Rapids passed away with family by her side Wednesday,
2 June 2021 at Meadowview Village as a result of early onset Alzheimer’s disease.
Julie was born on November 9, 1957 in Madison, Wisconsin to Nancy L. (Bennett) and
Russell M. Hansen. Julie was born two months premature – something that she was quick
to bring up whenever there were chores to be done, but, otherwise, never slowed her
down. Her family moved to Marion, Iowa in 1960 and she grew up on the south side of
Marion among her many friends, riding bikes and horses, spending the summers at the
Thomas Park swimming pool and roaming “the bluffs.” Julie had a soft heart for animals of
all kinds, from her first cat, Albin, and her dog Alex, to her horse Heidi and all the rest, she
loved them all. Julie attended Marion Independent Schools from kindergarten through her
graduation in 1976. She was confirmed at Ascension Lutheran Church in Marion. She
earned her BA at the University of Iowa. She worked at various times teaching in the
Cedar Rapids, Linn Mar and College Community School Districts, Focus preschool, and
also worked at her mother’s Town Square Bookstore in Marion.
She was married on 10 January 1981 to Bret Nilles in Marion, Iowa. They later divorced.
In 2006, Julie met and fell in love with Craig Novak. Together they happily traveled the
U.S. from coast to coast, attended concerts and Vegas shows, zip-lined and go-karted,
and, although, a Hawkeye at heart, Julie even found FUN at ISU football games (at least
the tailgating with friends part).
Julie was a homemaker for many years, raising and loving her two daughters, Emma and
Claire. She really, really loved her girls, with every cell in her being. She wanted to do
everything JUST right for them and encouraged them in their interests whether it was
playing the guitar or learning to dance.
Julie was smart, beautiful, deliberate, adventurous, sometimes exacting and sometimes
unpredictable. She knew just the right amount of trouble to get into. Julie was lovely and
naturally good at most everything she tried.

Julie was predeceased by her father, Russell M. Hansen, her grandparents Blaine and
Clara Hansen and Edward and Eleanor Bennett.
Julie is survived by her mother, Nancy L. Hansen; daughters, Emma (Ryan) Amelon and
Claire Nilles; grandson, Blaine Amelon; her long-time partner Craig Novak; her sisters,
Marjory Hansen, Jenny Hansen, Anne (Matt Swanson) Hansen, and Karen (John) ClarkHansen; her aunt Barbara Van Wagner and many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends
all of whom who will remember her with great love and fondness.
Julie’s family is grateful to the Meadowview Village staff and the St. Croix Hospice staff for
all their kindness and care given to Julie as she made her way through her last months.
The family will greet friends from 4 to 7 p.m. Monday, June 28, 2021, at Murdoch Funeral
Home & Cremation Service in Marion, Iowa. A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, June 29, 2021, at Murdoch Funeral Home with inurnment to follow at Oak Shade
Cemetery in Marion. Due to the current health concerns, per family request, face masks,
properly fitted, will be required at the funeral home and social distancing is encouraged. A
livestream of the memorial service may be accessed on the funeral home website tribute
page for Julie, under “photos and videos or media,” starting at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday,
June 29, 2021. Please share a memory of Julie at http://www.murdochfuneralhome.com u
nder obituaries.
Memorials may be made in Julie’s name to the Alzheimer’s Association, the Area Agency
on Aging, Horizon’s Meal-on-Wheels program or the Friends of the Animal Center Founda
tion in Iowa City.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - June 16 at 03:10 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - June 30 at 10:00 AM

“

So sorry I was unable to make it to Julies service. I miss her so much. She was
beautiful lady.. My thoughts and prayers to all of her family. Mat she rest in peace!

Judy Cornelius - June 29 at 10:23 PM

“

Marjorie, My condolences to you and your family.
James King

James King - June 27 at 03:48 PM

“

Thanks, Jim, for sending your thoughts.
Marjory Hansen - June 30 at 09:40 AM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Julie Lynn Hansen.

June 21 at 01:31 PM

“

60 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - June 16 at 03:08 PM

“

Miles and years have separated us for too long but hearing this news shot me right
back to the Hansen house and good times. May you treasure all your beautiful
memories of a light that burned out too soon. Thinking of you all and sending
deepest sympathies

Susan Kincheloe Salisbury - June 15 at 07:39 AM

“

Thank you for your kind words, Susan. Remembering good times as well.
Marjory Hansen - June 15 at 11:09 PM

“

Love, The Van Wagners purchased the Fairest of All for the family of Julie Lynn
Hansen.

Love, The Van Wagners - June 13 at 07:45 PM

“

To Emma & Claire, Nancy, Marjory, Jenny, Anne & Karen — I began to weep when I
heard the news of Julie’s passing just a few days ago. What a remarkable soul and a
loyal friend who will be loved forever! I’ve known your Julie since elementary
school…with her in Nancy’s Girl Scout troop, every summer at the pool, crazy fun
times in college in Iowa City before either one of us were married, and a beautiful
bridesmaid in my 1978 wedding. Oh, my list of wonderful memories could go one and
on about your mom, daughter & sister. There are no words for the heart’s sorrow.
Your Julie was strong, faithful, funny, smart, humble, loving, patient, an excellent
listener, and full of joy! I am so grateful that she was a part of my life. My deepest
sympathies to you all, but especially to you, Emma & Claire, her daughters. May the
peace of Christ touch your hearts with your mom’s love today and always! Take good
care, Sue Ryan-Anderson

Susan Ryan-Anderson - June 11 at 07:19 PM

“
“

“

You were such good friend to our Julie...thank you so very much, Susan.
Marjory Hansen - June 11 at 11:41 PM

Thank you, Susan

Those are some wonderful memories, thank you for sharing!

Emma Amelon - June 12 at 07:58 PM

Hansen family, so sorry for your loss, may Julie Rest In Peace.
Tracey Turner Kirby

tracey - June 11 at 08:28 AM

“

Thank you, Tracey
Emma Amelon - June 11 at 10:36 AM

“

I was so sad to see in the paper about Julies passing. O what a sweet gentle kind girl
she was. She was my 2 sons first babysitter and the one was a tiny baby in the
bassinet, Julie was only 13 and it was the first babysitter job, but Mom Nancy was a
nurse and she said she would be handy too if any problems with baby. We loved
having her. It was always a delight to see her or her wonderful parents over the
years. My heart goes out to her sweet sisters and precious daughters. You are all in
our prayers. Our heartfelt sympathy,
Karen and David Kroeger

Karen Kroeger - June 09 at 11:24 PM

“

“

Thank you Karen for sharing your memories of mom and your kind words
Emma Amelon - June 10 at 10:38 AM

So very sad to hear of Julie's passing. She was always very kind and fun to be
around. She was happy and very kind. Prayers and good thoughts to all of her family.
God's peace be with you all.
A friend from the class of 1976.

Debra (Waters) Schwitters - June 09 at 07:58 PM

“

Thank you, Debra for your kind words
Emma Amelon - June 10 at 10:42 AM

“

I will always cherish my memories of Julie like singing you are my sunshine and her
singing along with me). She was a sweetie and will be missed. My thoughts and
prayers go out to her friends and family during this difficult time.
Renee Wenzel (Housekeeper at Meadowview)

Renee Wenzel - June 09 at 04:48 PM

“

Thank you, Rene. That song was sung in our house often, taught to all of us daughters at
an early age...thanks for bringing it back to her when she needed the sunshine. (We
seldom sang the later verses as they were kinda sad,) Marjory, sister
Marjory Hansen - June 09 at 08:25 PM

“

Thank you, Rene for sharing that wonderful memory. We greatly appreciate the excellent
care you provided to her!
Emma Amelon - June 10 at 10:42 AM

“

Amy Skilling purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Julie Lynn Hansen.

Amy Skilling - June 09 at 02:27 PM

“

I have such great memories of Julie and her legion of beautiful sisters! Lots of
horseback riding, her beautiful bay mare, Heidi. She was smart, beautiful and kind,
really kind, I am truly sorry for the loss of your daughter, sister mother.
Amy Skilling

Amy Stracener - June 09 at 02:21 PM

“
“

Thank you Amy, for your kind words and sharing your memories of mom.
Emma Amelon - June 09 at 02:57 PM

Glad to hear your memories, Amy. We all had such great times riding horses in the bluffs,
didn't we? Marjory
Marjory Hansen - June 09 at 03:25 PM

“

I was so sorry to read of Julie’s death. I always enjoyed visiting with her when she
was with Craig at Rotary functions. She was a lovely person.

Alice Wilkinson - June 09 at 11:19 AM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words Alice
Emma Amelon - June 09 at 03:00 PM

I was real sorry to hear about Julie.
Last week I saw the brief notice in the Gazette.
Just now (the 8th) I read the full obituary- the article brought back things I forgot
about Julie.
Best wishes to the family with caring thoughts.
Dave Faur
(76 classmate)
Oskaloosa,IA

Dave Faur - June 08 at 09:16 PM

“

“

Thank you Dave, for your kind words
Emma Amelon - June 09 at 02:59 PM

To the Hansen family I’m so sorry for your loss.
Julie was my first babysitter and our neighbor for years. A very sweet gal my
thoughts and hearts go out to you.

Eric Kroeger - June 07 at 09:52 PM

“
“

Thank you, Eric for you kind thoughts.
Jenny Hansen - June 08 at 01:23 PM

Thank you, Eric.
Emma Amelon - June 08 at 02:34 PM

“

Heavenly Heights Bouquet was purchased for the family of Julie Lynn Hansen.

June 05 at 10:37 PM

“

To the family of Julie Lynne Hansen,
I am shocked to find this sad news. Julie was the middle one of five beautiful, sweet,
Hansen girls. Such a nice family! As the years passed I keep up with them though
their parents, Russ and Nancy, and when they would be back to visit our Ascension
Lutheran Church. I had the opportunity to enjoy the first four girls in C B Vernon Jr Hi
Phys Ed in Marion. May a candle remind you of the many shared memories and the
blessing your family enjoyed. RIP Julie, I'm sure your Dad has greeted you with
loving open arms. Gods Peace be with each of you at this difficult time of closure.
Our prayers and love surround you, Jurine and Mashall

Jurine Borton Moore - June 05 at 02:03 AM

“
“

Thank you for the memories, prayers and kind words
Emma Amelon - June 08 at 10:46 AM

Thank you for taking the time to leave a memory, Mrs. Moore.
Jenny Hansen - June 08 at 01:22 PM

“

2 files added to the album Julie

Family - June 04 at 06:05 PM

