Kenneth "Ken" D. Thompson
January 17, 1934 - May 3, 2021

Kenneth D. Thompson, 87, of Lisbon, Iowa, son of Dewey and Estella (Fox) Thompson,
was born on January 17, 1934, on a farm north of Arlington, Iowa. He passed away at St.
Luke’s Hospital on May 3, 2021. Ken attended country schools until seventh grade when
his parents moved to Oelwein, Iowa, graduating from Oelwein High School in 1952. He
loved music and sang in several gospel quartets and was privileged to be chosen to sing
in the Allstate Chorus in 1951.
He spent two years with the 9th Engineer Battalion of the United States Army in Germany.
When he returned home he and his brother, Keith, managed Schiff Shoes in Oelwein and
Waterloo. This is when Ken met his wife, Careece Couchman of Seymour, Iowa, who was
attending and then graduated from the University of Northern Iowa. They were married on
June 29, 1968 in Promise City, Iowa. Later he was employed with Gage Food Products
Company, a Chicago-based firm, where he spent the next 25 years, retiring in 1990. He
was a member of Antioch Christian Church, Marion, Iowa, and served as an elder for 31
years.
He is survived by his wife, Careece, of Lisbon, Iowa, and the following brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law, Janene Thompson of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Don Pettit of Marietta, Georgia,
Cheryl (Dennis) Housh of Seymour, Iowa, and Merrell (Michelle) Couchman of Hudson,
Iowa, and many nieces and nephews.
Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents; his sisters, and their husbands, Genevieve
(Leslie) Seedorff of Independence, Missouri, and Mary (Paul) Hunt of Des Moines, Iowa;
his brother, Keith of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and sister-in-law, Janice Pettit of Marietta,
Georgia.
Celebration of Life service will be held at 4 p.m. on Sunday, May 9, 2021, at Antioch
Christian Church in Marion, Iowa, conducted by Pastor Greg Johnson. The family will
greet friends before the service on Sunday from 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. at the church.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Antioch Christian Church, Marion, Iowa.

Events
MAY
9

Visitation

02:30PM - 04:00PM

Antioch Christian Church
433 Cross Rd., Marion, IA, US, 52302

MAY
9

Celebration of Life

04:00PM

Antioch Christian Church
433 Cross Rd., Marion, IA, US, 52302

Comments

“

Careece - Brittany and I are sorry to hear about Ken's passing. You are in our
thoughts and prayers.

Brad & Brittany Neilly - May 08, 2021 at 12:52 PM

“

Solar Angel Statue to Send as Unique Sympathy Gift Remembrance was purchased
for the family of Kenneth "Ken" D. Thompson.

May 07, 2021 at 10:52 AM

“

Dearest Careece, I am so very sorry to hear of Ken's passing. My thoughts and
prayers are with you and I hope you are able to find peace and comfort in the days
ahead.
Love, Sue Heath

Sue Heath - May 06, 2021 at 12:51 PM

“

What a beautiful obituary of a wonderful life. Ken was a servant of Christ, devoted
husband to Careece, both faithful and humble. In the twenty years I have known him,
his character never wavered. Ken and Careece poured themselves into Antioch from
its early days at the YMCA, to the building and addition on Highway 13 and even, to
Oelwein . I will always remember him quietly taking head counts over the years....
Four worship centers, more than four decades, the Thompsons were continually
leading by their example of service. "Ken & Careece" always spoken together. You
helped grow Antioch ... you prayed, gave, taught, led... we will always be a part of
your legacy and you will always be remembered with admiration and appreciation.
You now serve in the Glorious Kingdom Ken - rest knowing we will take care of
Careece - please greet Pastor John for us.

Kay Schirm - May 06, 2021 at 10:25 AM

“

I have such fond memories of Ken and Careece from my childhood. I remember
Sunday afternoons spent together patiently listening to us tell them all about our
week with interest, and singing together - even touring one summer in their camper.
We played so many games together, and Ken was such a good story teller, always
kind with a great sense of humor. I am so sorry for your loss, Careece and family. He
was a godly man.
Gina Funderburgh (Addleman)

Gina Funderburgh - May 05, 2021 at 09:41 PM

“

Seth Stearns lit a candle in memory of Kenneth "Ken" D. Thompson

Seth Stearns - May 05, 2021 at 06:54 PM

“

A man I looked up to in high school as a sort of spiritual mentor while attending Antioch.
Ken was one that supported me as I went into ministry years after high school and was one
of the signers of my ordination certificate.
Careece also was supportive, praying for you and your family and sorry that you have to go
thru this sadness, but rejoice that he was a servant and believer in Jesus Christ.
Seth - May 05, 2021 at 06:58 PM

“

Ken, you are already missed. So sorry we haven't connected.
Ken was a very important part of Antioch Christian Church. Was so
happy to get to know you over the years. Always a special part of
church when we could visit afterwords. You and your wonderful wife
are so special and so kind. Love you my friend and miss you!
Sincerely,
Rick Porter
Rick Porter - May 09, 2021 at 10:51 AM

“

Careece, We are so sorry to hear of Ken's passing. He and Roger always enjoyed visiting
in past years. Take care. Roger and Barb Dolan
Roger and Barb Dolan - May 10, 2021 at 11:56 AM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing BOTH Ken and Careece through my years as School Lunch
Director and Home-Ec teacher at Tipton Community Schools. Careece was an excellent
teacher and I had the pleasure of buying foods for the school lunch program with Ken while
he was employed at Gage Foods. I always found him to be so polite and consistently had a
smile on his face. The two of them were a perfect combination! I was sorry to hear of Ken's
passing; as the song goes, "There's a Brand New Star in Heaven tonight." That star is Ken.
Marilyn Gaffey
Marilyn Gaffey - May 14, 2021 at 10:59 AM

“

All our love, Stephen, Paulette,Marsha &David purchased the Basket Full of Wishes
for the family of Kenneth "Ken" D. Thompson.

All our love, Stephen, Paulette,Marsha &David - May 05, 2021 at 06:19 PM

“

One of the first couples we met when we built a new house in rural Lisbon in 1977
was Ken and Careece. They were very sharing and willing to assist anyway they
could. After we moved away we continued to stay in touch. I would see them at Grant
Wood in connection with my employment. He will be missed greatly.
Jim and Karen Steffen

Jim and Karen Steffen - May 05, 2021 at 05:09 PM

“

Careece, Gary and I thought the world of you and Ken. You both have been amazing
servants of the Lord! Ken has already heard "Well done thou good and faithful
servant" from his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We will be praying for you.

Gary and Ruth Scheufele
Gary Scheufele - May 05, 2021 at 01:57 PM

“

There’s a song by Casting Crowns that, I think, epitomizes Ken’s life motto - I’m just
a nobody, tryin to tell everybody, all about somebody, who saved my soul.
Two passages from the bible also come to mind in regard to Ken. They both say the
same thing. He who exalts himself will be humbled and he who humbles himself will
be exalted. Matthew 23:12 and Luke 14:11. It’s time for Ken to be exalted !
When Ken talked, people stopped talking and listened. There was a lot of wisdom in
his words and his words meant something. Ken didn’t demand respect, he
commanded respect. There’s a big difference.
I loved his smile. I loved to sit down with Ken before or after church. I liked to get him
to talk about his childhood growing up around Oelwein, how he met Careese. Heck, I
just considered it a victory if I could get him to talk about himself at all.
I am a born again Christian. I’m one of those nobodies wanting others to know about
Jesus. I’m sure that Ken felt that way too. I also knew that I was a nobody that
wanted to be somebody like Ken. He was a Christian brother, a father figure, a
leader, a mentor, a friend. When someone asks me for an example of a mature
Christian, the first one that comes to mind is Ken.
As Ken goes to heaven, I’m comforted by the thought of his being greeted by Pastor
John and others of his Antioch family as well as other friends and family that will be
there. But the thought of Ken being welcomed by Jesus…….well, it can’t get any
better than that.
I grieve for Careese, who was a wonderful wife. Whatever you need, Careese, let us
know. What a wonderful example of a loving marriage that Ken and Careese were.
Thank you for all that you’ve done for us, Ken.
Steve and Rhonda Bernhardt

STEVE BERNHARDT - May 05, 2021 at 11:27 AM

“

I am saddened to hear about Kens passing. I had the privilege of getting to know Ken and
Careece through my employment with Grant Wood Area Education Agency. Ken always
had a listening ear and may not have even known how much people enjoyed and
respected him. You also Careece. So sorry for your loss. You and Ken were a wonderful
example of a caring, loving couple in my eyes.
May God bless you in your life ahead until you may be together again in the kingdom of
heaven.
Diane Egly - May 05, 2021 at 01:45 PM

“

Careese,
I will miss seeing Ken in church with you each Sunday. He is such a warm and gentle
man who has loved our Lord and others and served with a true servant's heart. It
was a pleasure to have him join my family and I in the pew on Easter Sunday while
you worked in the nursery. He will truly be missed.
I pray comfort for you in the days ahead.
Peggy Atkins

Peggy Atkins - May 05, 2021 at 07:40 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy and prayers go out to you and your family. We feel so
fortunate to of gotten to know Ken through the years at Antioch. I always appreciated
his gentleness and soft spoken wisdom. He didn’t seem like the type who spoke of
he and his wife’s Careece) many years of dedication and service to his church family,
yet every Sunday he was a fixture at Antioch. His dedication would always make me
smile. He didn’t have to say allot to make an impact as I know he made one on us.
One of faithfulness and commitment for the Lord. Asking for continued comfort for
you during this time Careece.

Celeste Luksetich - May 04, 2021 at 11:37 PM

“

Andrea Zavada lit a candle in memory of Kenneth "Ken" D. Thompson

Andrea Zavada - May 04, 2021 at 11:24 PM

“

I am here for you
Andrea Zavada - May 04, 2021 at 11:25 PM

“

Careece, I have such fond memories of growing up at Antioch and you and Ken
always being there over the years serving Christ with your kind hearts. I am thankful
for the gift that God has given us all by being able to know Ken and have him touch
so many lives for God's glory. We care so much for you both!! We are praying for
you! Eryn Bauer (Peterson)

John Eryn Peterson Bauer - May 04, 2021 at 10:37 PM

“

Careece my heart breaks for you and your loss. Ken has always been very special to
me I will miss him. He has blessed us all and shown us how to faithfully walk with
Christ. You are in my prayers as you mourn the loss of your wonderful husband, as
we too celebrate the joy as he is with our Lovely Savior
God Bless you dear
friend, love Bev

Bev Juhl - May 04, 2021 at 10:01 PM

“

Careece, my heart breaks for you during this time. You will be in my prayers more
than ever, my friend. Deepest sympathy for the loss you your dear husband.

Lena M Mears - May 04, 2021 at 09:35 PM

“

Careece, what can we say but we love you and our heart is hurting along with you.
Ken-we adored you and loved every minute we were able to spend with you. Thank
you for your example and love for the body of Christ and that infectious smile. We'll
see you soon! We promise to watch after Careece...if she lets us. God bless you and
keep you!

Susan H - May 04, 2021 at 09:20 PM

“

Careece, you know our prayers and so many of our daily thoughts are with you.
Hugs to you from our entire family until we see you in person. We already miss Ken
deeply and appreciate all of his years of faithful service, but we smile as we think of
the joy that surrounds him now and look forward to seeing him soon!

Susan Demorest - May 04, 2021 at 07:06 PM

“

Aunt Careece - I am so sorry for the loss of Uncle Ken! My thoughts and deepest
sympathy goes out to you!! Love you!

Ann Kress - May 04, 2021 at 04:43 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathy for the loss of your husband. Thinking of you during this
difficult time. ------ Lisa Flockhart

Lisa - May 04, 2021 at 04:28 PM

“

Careece, I am so sorry to hear of your loss.. My thoughts and prayers are with you at
this difficult time.
Take care,
Donna Alger

Donna Alger - May 04, 2021 at 04:08 PM

“

Careece,
We are saddened to hear of Ken’s passing. We share our thoughts and prayers. Peace and
blessings to you.
Greg and Kim Martin
Kim Martin - May 04, 2021 at 11:52 PM

“

Carrece I am So Sorry For Your loss my prayers go out to you Love John And
Dawnelle Wyman

Dawnelle Wyman - May 04, 2021 at 01:33 PM

“

Prayers and condolences to the family of Ken. Ken's family moved to the farm close
to our family when we were small boys. Our two families developed a very close
friendship and we shared many memories growing up. After high school we
distanced as our lives took different paths. In my heart there has always been the
memories of life that we shared.. Ken was a super kind gentlemen that will be missed
by all. Rest in peace Ken. Garry/Betty Davidson

GARRY DAVIDSON - May 04, 2021 at 06:25 AM

