Laverne "Verne" Edwin Vaske
July 5, 1931 - November 25, 2020

Laverne “Verne” Edwin Vaske, 89, of Marion, Iowa, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, November 25, 2020, at his home with family members by his side.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a private Mass of Christian Burial for family and friends will
be held at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Marion, with Reverend David O’Connor
officiating. Committal services with military honors will follow at St. Mary’s Catholic
Cemetery in Manchester, Iowa. All guests are respectfully requested to wear a facemask
and practice social distancing. At this time when seating is limited, Verne’s family
welcomes all thoughts and prayers. A livestream of the funeral mass may be accessed on
the church’s website, www.stjoesmarion.org, for Verne’s service starting at 10:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, December 1, 2020. Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service of Marion is
assisting the family.
Verne lived a rich, full life. He was affectionately known by his family as Daddy, Pops,
Dad-O and Super Dad. He was born on July 5, 1931, in New Vienna, Iowa, one of nine
children to Xavier Aloysius “Al” and Marcella (Lechtenberg) Vaske. Verne learned the
importance of hard work and prayer, faith and the sacrament of communion, passing
these values to many throughout his life.
Verne served honorably in the United States Army from 1952 to 1954, during the Korean
War. He married the love of his life, Frances Haennig on July 2, 1958, in Masonville, Iowa.
To this union, five children were born that were raised faithfully in the Catholic Church.
Verne attended Iowa State University, where he pursued his interests in education and the
sciences. He received his Master’s Degree in 1966, and went on to teach, first in
Gilbertville, Iowa, and then spent most of his career in Marion, teaching at Vernon Middle
School. Verne began an after-school Science Club, where he further shared his joy of
science. He also began a Photography Club for his students at Vernon. Students learned
to take and develop photos that chronicled school events. Verne had always valued taking
pictures to preserve and record the history of his family. He became the Vaske family

“official photographer”. Verne was always there to capture reunions and family
celebrations over the years. These family photos will continue to be part of his legacy for
years to come.
In 1973, Verne also began Ecology Days at Vernon. He encouraged everyone to take care
of our earth. In the greater community, he was active with the Eastern Iowa Science and
Engineering Fair. Verne taught his students and his children many skills when participating
in the fair. They were taught how to organize their information, to present it with clarity,
and to handle pressure with poise and grace. He was gifted with the ability to teach one
subject many ways, including all learners. In addition, Verne taught classes at the Cornell
College for Kids program. One of his favorite classes he taught was Astronomy. Verne
loved to take his family and his students out to study the night sky to learn about the
constellations and planets.
Verne was a very active member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Marion. He
participated in the choir, was active in the Wednesday night CCD classes, and most
recently was involved in a Scripture Study. Verne was also a member of the Marion
American Legion Post #298 and the Knights of Columbus.
Verne had an excellent sense of humor and dry wit. Even up to the end, he loved to tease
and had a sparkle in his eye, ready to make people laugh. Verne will be greatly missed by
all who knew and loved him. May he rest in peace.
Verne is survived and lovingly remembered by his five children, Elverna (Marty) Larcarbal
of Mesa, Arizona, Leo (Sharon) Vaske of Camanche, Iowa, Florene Vaske of Marion,
Louis Vaske of Anamosa, Iowa, and Joanne Hawkes of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; seven
grandchildren, April Chakaravarthy, Travis Vaske, Nicholas Vaske, Katherine Vaske,
Elizabeth Hawkes, Johnathan Hawkes, and Marcello Hawkes; one great-grandchild, Luna
Dooley; three brothers, Walter Vaske, Eugene (Betty) Vaske, and Leon (Verna Mae) Vaske
all of Manchester, Iowa; one sister, Mary Jo Quint of Ryan, Iowa; and many nieces and
nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents; beloved wife, Frances Vaske; and four brothers,
Arthur, Gerald, Robert, and Irv Vaske.

Cemetery
St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery
1222 North Franklin Street
Manchester, IA,

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - November 30, 2020 at 05:50 PM

“
“

Very nice tribute. Lots of good content. James King MHS '74
James King - November 30, 2020 at 07:51 PM

I was one of Verne's students that entered the Eastern Iowa Science Fair. I won an
honorable mention and learned it isn't the award but the the pathway to the end. He was a
good teacher and a good after school activities supervisor. I guess it was science club.
James King '74
James King - November 30, 2020 at 08:13 PM

“

Travis~ So sorry to hear this sad news - your grandpa looked like he had a smile ready at
any time. You and yours will be in our thoughts and prayers.
~Mary & John Hasley
Mary T. Hasley - November 30, 2020 at 11:12 PM

“

Mr. Vaske was my instructor at CB Vernon in 1975-1976. He is one of the people
responsible for me graduating junior high and then high school. He was a good man, God
bless him and my condolences to his family.
lance long - December 16, 2020 at 07:21 PM

“

Mr. Vaske was one of my favorite teachers. He always cared about his students. He
will be truly missed.

Tamara Quick (Meek) - December 10, 2020 at 02:12 PM

“

My 6 years was pleasure having Verne as my Chair. I also remember those Sat
morning drives yo Iowa City for geology classes. He was always interested in
improving his teaching & background.
Lloyd H. Barrow

Lloyd H. Barrpw - December 03, 2020 at 10:22 AM

“

Verne and I were colleagues for 21 years at Vernon Middle School. Based on his
service there, I was a short-timer! He was a valued friend and lunch companion. We,
definitely, enjoyed his dry sense of humor (and that twinkle in his eye, along with the
grin that he tried to conceal when he knew you got the joke).
As a PE and Health teacher, I considered myself a member of the Science
Department, but didn't feel bad when I wasn't invited to their curriculum meetings.
The Ecology Education Day at Thomas Park was a fabulous program, along with the
depth of information that he presented in an interesting way to his students, using the
same packets every year ("Earth Science doesn't change" - which, of course, is
correct). Eventually, my Science Department connection became official, as my
fellow Science guy, Gallagher, and I developed the Orienteering Team for the newly
established Wamac Conference Meet. In the end, VMS had a competitive group for
the 13 years it lasted, an exciting combination of racing through a course with a
partner, compass, and map. Sometimes Verne led us, but, sometimes, he left us on
our own.
One thing for sure. I cannot think of climate issues without thinking of Verne. He had
very strong opinions on that topic, when it first started and as it developed over time.
His arguments made a lot of sense to me because they were an extraordinary
combination of knowledge and common sense. Verne's value as an educator shone
from within, every day. I was lucky to be one of the ones upon whom it shone.

Jan Thornton - December 03, 2020 at 01:22 AM

“

I met Verne several years ago in yoga class. He attended regularly and we all
enjoyed his humorous t-shirts, welcoming smile and dry wit! We even named a yoga
pose after him!
Even though we saw each other rarely the past few years. we shared Christmas
cards. I will miss him.
My thoughts and prayers are with his family.
Carolyn Henry

Carolyn Henry - December 02, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

As Mrs. Tanner, I taught next to Verne at Vernon Middle School. Only the stairs
separated us. We had many conversations about the students between classes as
we stood out in the hallway to watch the students go from class to class. Also, our
conversations continued at lunch and our Wednesday after-school get togethers in
the Home Ec room. I was one of the teachers who helped with the Earth Day
activities, which was a great event, well organized by Verne. My deepest sympathy
goes to his family and friends.
Genny Yarne

Genny Yarne - December 01, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

Mr. Vaske was one of my favorite teachers.

Stephen Godar - December 01, 2020 at 07:14 AM

“

90 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - November 30, 2020 at 05:32 PM

“

Prayers for the family from Larry and Kathy Solem

Larry Solem - November 30, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

Prayers to the Vaske family. I worked with Leo and Louie while in HS. Mr. Vaske was
my science teacher at Vernon. Myself and 3 other classmates were participantes of
one of the Eastern Iowa Science Fair from the Vernon science club and with Mr
Vaske's dedication and helping us, we all 4 'placed'. I think Mr Vaske helped
influence my love of science.
Thoughts and prayers during sad time.
Deb Shultz Hasbrouck

Deb Shultz Hasbrouck - November 30, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

We attended St. Joseph’s church for a number of years, and while we were there, we
were part of a weekly Bible study group that Verne also attended. He made every
class better, with his choice comments, and we couldn’t wait to see which of his
many wonderful t-shirts he would have on each week. A group of us also went out to
lunch after our class, and Verne kept us laughing with his jokes and stories. His
stories were often about his life experiences and his family, who he obviously loved
very much. We’ll miss his photo Christmas cards with his beloved grandchildren.
Verne was a truly unique, good, and faithful person, and we are so glad and grateful
to have known him. He will be sorely missed.
Our sympathy to your entire family,
Jim and Peggy Kubczak

Jim and Peggy Kubczak - November 30, 2020 at 01:40 PM

“

Our prayers for peace and comfort for Vern’s family. He will be missed by all of us from the
Wednesday scripture study group at St Joe’s. And his many t-shirts were the best! Rest In
Peace Vern.
Marilyn Platner - December 02, 2020 at 08:02 AM

“

He was a great teacher and an even better person! I didn't care much for school at
that time but he took time to help and got me interested in class (which was not
easy)! He also got me interested in photography, which I still enjoy.
I learned a lot from "Mr. Vaske"... very sorry for your loss!
John Godar

John Godar - November 30, 2020 at 11:55 AM

“

I will always cherish the memories of Laverne, especially from our high school days.

H. Bryce DeLancey - November 30, 2020 at 11:08 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Laverne "Verne" Edwin Vaske.

November 30, 2020 at 10:57 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of you. Verne was indeed a wonderful man. We shared
many special moments together when he taught Religious Education. I will always
hear him saying, “Well Mary, how are you?” We shared stories, laughter, and a few
tears through the years. How blessed I have been to have known him. Holding you
all in my prayers today and in the days ahead. Mary Hauschildt

Mary Hauschildt - November 30, 2020 at 09:43 AM

“

What a great photo of my cousin, Verne! May he be joining Frances, walking into the
fullness of God's presence! May his children and siblings be at peace!
God walks with you during this time of loss!
God Bless! Mary Lechtenberg, OSF

Mary Lechtenberg - November 29, 2020 at 10:21 PM

“

JIM HOLT lit a candle in memory of Laverne "Verne" Edwin Vaske

JIM HOLT - November 29, 2020 at 10:11 PM

“

I started my teaching career in 1966 at VMS right next door to Vern. I was a brand
new teacher and Vern was an old hand. I learned a lot about teaching by watching
him interact with the kids. We hit it off and spent our summers taking classes at Iowa
and painting houses. We had a lot of time to visit.We always said we had to paint
houses in the summer so we could afford to teach. He related his experience in the
Korean War, his first teaching job and of coarse talked all about his family.
Vern had a unique sense of humor. At one of our faculty dinner parties, the principal
asked him to say grace. He did and I quote-"Bless this bunch as we munch at our
lunch. Amen". He wasn't asked again.
After Vern retired he kept in close contact with his fellow science teachers by going
out to eat with us several times a year. It was our Science Dept Meeting as four of us
shared an office at Vernon.
I will miss Vern!
Bruce Taylor

Bruce Taylor - November 28, 2020 at 08:29 PM

“

To the family of Verne Vaske,
I was surprised to here of Verne's passing. My heart and prayers go out to each of
you
at this difficult time of closure. Verne was such a dedicated teacher and respected
family man. We always shared Holiday Greetings and took time to chat whenever we
crossed paths. We had both had much respect for our family farm experiences and
work ethics. I always wondered and respected how he managed on our teachers
salary. He was never one to complain and always had a positive attitude about
everything. Verne was an excellent example of the outstanding staff I enjoyed
working with at C B Vernon Jr Hi in Marion.
May a candle always remind you of the many memories, teachings and blessings
your
family shared. He will rejoin Frances for eternal rest. God's Peace be with you.
Respectfully, Jurine Borton Moore, CBV 1964-'76

Jurine Borton Moore - November 28, 2020 at 08:26 PM

“

I visited the Vaske home many times growing up with Leo as my best friend. As a
boy I always called Leo's parents Mr. and Mrs. Vaske. One summer Laverne painted
parts of our house, and I pestered him while he was working on our porch. I always
saw Laverne as a very intelligent man and loved his sense of humor. When I was in
college I would come home and sing in the St. Joseph Choir. After practice or Mass,
Laverne and I would recall fun stories. He would always listen attentively and
enthusiastically. Long after Leo and his siblings moved out of the house, there were
times when I would go over to see Laverne and Frances just to say hello and to
catch up with the family. I very much enjoyed those visits. Elverna, Leo, Louie,
Florene, and Joanne, you are all very much in my thoughts and prayers.
Unfortunately I won't be able to attend the funeral, but I will do my best to watch it on
live-stream. I will also make sure to offer Mass for him with our parish here at Ss.
Peter and Paul in Cary, Illinois. Your father was such a good man! I pray that God will
pour out his grace on all of you in this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Fr. Tim Seigel

Tim Seigel - November 28, 2020 at 07:12 PM

