Lawrence "Larry" Harold Kinley
March 6, 1961 - May 8, 2019

Lawrence “Larry” Harold Kinley, 58, joined his parents in Heaven on Wednesday, May 8,
2019, following a brief illness. Visitation will be held from 9 – 11:30 a.m. on Monday, May
13, 2019, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Central City, Iowa. Burial will
follow at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Coggon. The family requests casual attire, they know dad
would appreciate it.
Larry was born to Leroy and Denise (McDonald) Kinley on March 6, 1961 in Manchester,
Iowa. He grew up on the Kinley Family Farm in rural Coggon, Iowa, where he enjoyed
riding his dirt bike and being tough on his younger brothers. Larry graduated from North
Linn High School. While school wasn’t necessarily his thing, he did excel at wrestling and
inspired his younger brothers to follow his lead into the sport. Simply said, he taught them
toughness and dedication. Following school, Larry worked on the farm for a short stint with
his dad, Leroy and brother, Jim. He worked at Union Pacific Railroad for over 12 years
and retired from there in 2017. One of Larry’s many gifts was the art of woodworking. He
was a genius at taking a piece of Burrell walnut or white oak and making it into a
masterpiece. Many homes are blessed to have a Larry Kinley piece in them whether they
be a simple coffee table, kitchen cabinet or a one of a kind piece of furniture you couldn’t
find within the highest of curator’s inventory. Larry’s greatest focus in life was his family.
He raised five wonderful kids who would be the model of love and humility to any parent.
He was revered by his siblings for his unwavering love and loyalty to his children.
Throughout his life Larry had the heart of a Lion; he was a fighter. He would defend a
friend and certainly his family over all matters, whether big or small. If any friend were
given an insurmountable challenge in life that required grit, determination and the highest
loyalty, Larry would be the first to be by their side fighting for what was right. Over the
years, Larry developed the heart of a Lamb. He was always the gentlemen, always loving
of others, and was dedicated to his children and grandchildren.
Larry leaves behind sons, Ryan of Monticello and Anthony of Des Moines; daughters,
Anna of Ankeny, Gina of Adel and Josie of Cedar Rapids; ten grandchildren; and his
siblings, John, Dennis, Patricia, Jim, Mike, Matt, and Kevin.

He was preceded in death by his parents Leroy and Denise Kinley.
Our family would like to thank the dedicated staff at St Luke’s hospital for the family
friendly care they provided Larry.
His loss leaves a great void in the hearts of many. We take much comfort in knowing he
has been welcomed into God’s Kingdom with the warm embrace of his Mom and Dad.
May he rest in Peace.
In lieu of flowers, all memorials will be directed in memory of Larry to his five loving
children.
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Comments

“

I don't know what to say. Larry was one of my best friends on the railroad. We talked
once a month since he retired. Spent more time with him then my own family. Really
love that guy! Gonna miss you my friend. God Bless to your family

Willy Wilcox - May 17 at 11:43 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Lawrence "Larry"
Harold Kinley.

May 14 at 09:37 AM

“

Hello to all the Kinley family...my name is Mary (O'Brien) Melchert and I live in
Monticello, Ia. I got re-connected with Larry through our sons...Anthony and our
Michael have known each other since preschool! Anthony will be Michael's best man
in December. Larry was often traveling and working through many of Anthony's
activities, but we always chatted at Fareway and got caught up! I saw him on some
very healthy days and it was heartwarming reminiscing over North Linn, baling hay
and more!
So glad you were all able to support the children through this very difficult and early
experience of grief in their lives. I'm hoping social media or other things will help
"stay in touch" with his kids...in knowing only Anthony and Josie, you will love what
you see in knowing them through your aging years as well. I'll extend sympathies
from all the O'Brien kids (Tom, Dan, Tim, Cathy, me and Mike) and wish
peacefulness to all of you in your grieving.

Mary Melchert - May 13 at 10:41 PM

“

Larry was a great neighbor for over twenty years. He will be greatly missed. The last
time I talked to Larry we reminisced about the neighborhood and how the kids have
grown up. He was always truthful and told it like it was.The last time I saw him was
last week when he waved on his motorcycle. The Felton Family are praying for his
children and family. May God hold you all in the palm of his hand.

Nancy Felton - May 13 at 09:16 AM

“

Sending you our deepest condolences! Terry worked with Larry at UPRR. I got to
meet him a couple of years ago. He made me a sliding piece for my top cabinet so i
could get things in the back with out having to get the step latter out every time !!!!
Between that and the sink covers he made.. saved my day. We were one of the lucky
ones to have known him. hugs to all! Terry and Tina Jones

Tina Jones - May 12 at 04:49 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family. Larry was a great neighbor and was always there
to help any one in need. He was always kind. He will be greatly missed.

Janeal Paulsen - May 12 at 03:01 PM

“

I knew Larry for about 13 years as we worked and traveled together for Union Pacific
railroad. We really got to know each other pretty well on traveling gangs. His
nickname was Energizer rabbit because he would always just go go. He was always
attentive to every detail even the smallest task was never good enough. Larry's
greatest joy was his children and he would often drown out the truck noise giving
each one praise as we drove from job site to job site. I'll miss our conversations and
all the relationship advise you gave me from someone who's been there and done
that. Can't wait to share a cup of coffee or two in the big palace in the sky. Wish I
could be there pay my final respects partner you deserve it, but you know how this
business of UP is. Larry you were good people I'll miss you buddy.

Sam Weaver - May 12 at 12:33 PM

“

Had the good fortunate to have a nice long visit with Larry just a few weeks ago at
Kardies. It was fun to reminisce on over 30-years. Larry was an incredible wood
worker. The shelving that surrounds my office and holds 40-years of Camp
Courageous history, was made by Larry. I also fondly remember the caring
relationship Larry had with his neighbor, Clete Goedken... My heartfelt sympathy
goes out to his wonderful family...

Charlie Becker - May 12 at 07:37 AM

“

Heartfelt Sympathies go out to the family! We grew up as neighbors and were family
through the sport of wrestling, first at NL where he & my brother Doug were great
friends & later at Monticello where our sons attened the same high school & also
wrestled. Larry had a kind soul & heart of gold & will be greatly missed and
remembered!

Kim (LeClere) Smith - May 12 at 12:21 AM

“

Just wanted to say I’m sorry for your family’s loss. Prayers and healing comfort to
everyone

Christine Knight - May 11 at 05:51 PM

“

Larry was always kind and sweet to me, even when he was a little kid and welcomed
me into the Kinley family, and later, to my kids, his nephew and niece. As Jason said,
"He was always very genuine and kind and easy to get along with....he was very
kindhearted." You may notice the repetitious use of the word, "kind." That's a very
powerful trait to have, and one that we think of most when we think of Larry. Our
hearts are breaking, and our most sincere thoughts and prayers are covering Larry's
sons and daughters, brothers and sister and the "in-laws," nieces and nephews, and
all in Larry's family and circle of loved ones in this hurting time.

Kathryn (Gibb) Kinley - May 11 at 02:14 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Lawrence "Larry" Harold
Kinley.

May 11 at 12:05 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Lawrence "Larry" Harold Kinley.

May 11 at 09:46 AM

“

I graduated with Larry. I would run into Larry evey once in a while in Monticello and
just like his Dad, Larry would always take the time to visit. He reminded me alot of
Leroy as they both spoke so highly of their children and always genuinely asked
about my family and my parents.Something I greatly appreciated.
I am so sorry for your loss and will keep your family in my prayers.
Lisa Becker

Lisa Becker - May 11 at 01:17 AM

