Lisa Marie Hamilton
April 25, 1974 - January 7, 2021

Lisa Marie Hamilton, 46, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died Thursday, January 7, 2021, at the
Dennis & Donna Oldorf Hospice House of Mercy in Hiawatha, Iowa. A visitation will be
held from 4 – 8 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, 2021, at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral
Home & Cremation Service in Cedar Rapids. A private family service will be held. Burial
will take place at Linwood Cemetery in Cedar Rapids. All guests are respectfully
requested to wear a mask and practice social distancing. A livestream of the funeral
service may be accessed on the funeral home website tribute page for Lisa under “photos
and videos or media,” starting at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 14, 2021.
Lisa was born on April 25, 1974, in Casper, Wyoming, the daughter of Millard Box and
Joann (Taylor) Watson. She graduated from Natrona County High School in Wyoming.
Lisa went on to attend Casper College, and Black Hills State University where she
obtained her Bachelors in teaching. She was united in marriage to James “Jim” Hamilton
on October 12, 2002, in Cedar Rapids. Lisa was a kindergarten teacher at Van Buren
Elementary.
Lisa had a contagious smile that could light up a room and was known for her quick wit,
entertaining phrases, and shenanigans. Lisa prioritized and valued her family. Above all
else Kimberly was her biggest pride and joy. Lisa created magical and memorable
moments for Kimberly and those she loved. She enjoyed quiet mornings on her porch,
Disney, driving “Gertie” around, and wearing flip flops year round. Lisa was always up for
an adventure and whether with family or friends, you always knew you would have a day
filled with love and laughter. When she wasn't on the go, Lisa cherished quiet nights at
home with Jim and Kimberly.
Lisa spent the last twenty-one years of her life teaching kindergarten at Van Buren
Elementary in Cedar Rapids. She loved her job and her students, which she referred to as
“my kids.” Lisa was passionate about making sure her students received the best
education and their needs were always met. Lisa was a master teacher who set high
expectations. She found creative, hands-on, engaging, and interactive ways to motivate

her students. Not only did students learn, but she brought excitement and fun into the
classroom. Lisa was always there for her students as they grew and continued to stay
connected. She took great pride in seeing her students graduate high school and would
often attend their graduation parties. Lisa brought joy and humor into her kindergarten
classroom and was beloved by those that worked with her.
In addition to teaching, Lisa was an avid dance mom. She spent many hours watching and
cheering on the girls at dance competitions. She was the mom that everyone wanted to be
around. The girls named Lisa's van the “fun van” because she always made sure that the
radio was turned up and there was fun and dancing going on inside that van. She loved
watching Kimberly’s solos but she also cheered on other girls and would often go out of
her way just to watch them. She believed in treating everyone as part of the team.
Survivors include her husband, Jim Hamilton of Cedar Rapids; daughter, Kimberly
Hamilton of Cedar Rapids; mother, Joann Watson of Cedar Rapids; brothers, Brian Box of
Cheyenne, Wyoming, and John Cotton of Lone Tree, Iowa; and grandmother, Bertha Box
of Casper, Wyoming.
She was preceded in death by her father, Millard Box; and both maternal grandparents;
and paternal grandfather, Millard Box, Sr.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - January 13 at 10:13 AM

“

I worked with Lisa for three years at Van Buren – 2015-2018. Lisa was a great
teacher, her students loved her, and she was always kind and generous to her
colleagues. She was part of the group of people who threw us a baby shower at Van
Buren in 2017 before Oliver was born. I felt very honored by that. I remember her
giving me some teacherly advice for raising our son, “Make sure he knows his colors,
shapes, ABCs, and can count to 20 before kindergarten.” And they gave us a bunch
of toys to help towards those goals. Van Buren is an incredible school because of the
people who work there. She was one of those people. I want to share my
condolences with her family. I am so sorry for your loss.

Gregory White - January 21 at 11:00 AM

“

Lisa was the first teacher for each of my three boys. With each one I could see her
bright, kind, loving, personality influence them and their view of learning. I will be
forever grateful to her for starting them off so well on their educational paths. I got to
know Lisa professionally when I started working in education as a second career.
She was immensely helpful during my learning: ready and willing to be the subject of
an interview about teaching or special education or to contact parents to help me
connect with a student. I was able to get to know Lisa personally through our kids,
my middle son and Kimberly are members of a dynamic group of fantastic kids, (in
no small part due to their awesome parents, I know she would agree. :) ) Lisa was
always finding ways to help the kids have fun, stay close and was first in line to drive
the (LOUD) group from place to place. Lisa didn't leave it at that, she would then
follow up with a comment or a story about the experience for the rest of us moms
that couldn't be there for the fun. Lisa was always quick to tell us how great our kids
are and how much she enjoyed them. I am so grateful to have known Lisa, in all
these different ways. We will miss her.

Amy Schilling - January 14 at 03:29 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - January 14 at 03:27 PM

“
“

I was so happy that I was able to attend the service virtually. It was beautiful.
Terry Gorman - January 14 at 07:20 PM

I worked at VB for several years, while Lisa was teaching there. I always felt such peace
entering her classroom, because everything was so organized and comfortable, yet full of
that sense of happy workers. She was always so cheerful and gave me direct attention,
when I was interacting with her. Lisa showed real concern and respect to her students. It
was obvious that teaching was not just a job for her. She is one of those people who will
just be missed for a long time. Lisa left her influence on many.
It was very nice to be able to see the videos from home during this pandemic. Thank you.
Karen Nissen
karen nissen - January 14 at 08:18 PM

“

Sending thoughts and prayers. You will be missed dearly, I love you Aunt Lisa
~Hannah Marie

Hannah Marie & Jennifer Daves - January 14 at 01:36 PM

“

she was the best teacher i have ever had. and she was always there to cheer me on
at my recidals

layla - January 14 at 08:58 AM

“

I was in the first Kindergarten class that Lisa taught. I knew her as Miss Box. She
made learning fun and was always so nice. I remember her decorating the classroom
with Mickey Mouse stuff. She remembered me even years later which made me feel
special and even attended my graduation party in 2012. My parents would see her
out at different places and she'd ask how I was. She was such a sweet, sweet
woman. She will be deeply missed.

Brandon Tuttle - January 13 at 11:37 PM

“

I have had the pleasure of knowing Lisa, Jim and Kimmie as a wonderful family.
Lisa's smile will always be in my heart and the kindness and love that she shared
while on this earth. I have known Jim, her husband since a young man in school.
God bless you Jim and beautiful Kimmie. Stan and I love you as family and God
bless you abundantly with peace knowing we will all be together when Christ returns.
Stay faithful in His name.
Love
Stan & Chris Giles

Christine M. Giles - January 13 at 07:34 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

January 13 at 10:49 AM

“

86 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - January 13 at 09:37 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

January 13 at 09:36 AM

“

I only had the pleasure of teaching with Lisa for three years. It was three years I will
treasure. She was indeed a master teacher! I was in awe of her commitment and
positive attitude. She was a ray of sunshine. My life is better because I knew her.
She is already missed dearly.

Kenya Straight - January 12 at 03:19 PM

“

Lisa Hamilton was a genius level intellect with regard to caring for and teaching
young children. She was deeply loved and admired among her professional teaching
colleagues. Her lessons of wisdom for the teaching profession will endure forever
among us.
Lessons from Lisa on how to be a great teacher:
Extend patience at the moment when it is hardest to do so.
Listen to the child first, then talk.
See yourself in the child.
Teach impulse control, then the ABCs and 1, 2, 3s.
Trust your intuition.
Lead with grace and humility.
Love the child so much, that you won't let her or him cross the line of expectation.
Redirect and teach as many times as the child shows she or he needs it without
punishment.
Listen to your colleagues and learn from them.
Teach the child to love herself or himself and from that love extend friendship to all.
Always ask, "What would Lisa do?" This will guide you well.
Lisa Hamilton: a Tour de Force
Dr. Kara E. Schmadeke, Van Buren Teacher

Kara Schmadeke - January 12 at 09:36 AM

“
“

This is perfect! <3
Kenya Straight - January 12 at 03:20 PM

So very, very true.
Terry Gorman - January 14 at 07:23 PM

“

Lisa will be missed by friends and family. But never forgotten. She was a ray of light
to all that knew her. Rest In Peace Lisa.
Rocky & Nikki Woods.

Rocky Woods - January 12 at 06:29 AM

“

University of Iowa, EHS, Biosafety Group purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

University of Iowa, EHS, Biosafety Group - January 11 at 08:16 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

January 11 at 01:34 PM

“

I met Lisa while subbing at Van Buren. She was very upbeat and positive and loved
the kids, even the most challenging ones. She helped me out when I was in
neighboring rooms, and I liked being in her room, the kids loved their teacher and it
showed!

Andrea Christensen - January 11 at 11:36 AM

“

I have known Lisa since we were in kindergarten together! We grew up playing at her
Grandmother's, who lived down the street from my family. We went through middle
school and high school together and kept in touch after. I honestly don't remember a
time she wasn't a part of my life! She was the most positive, warm and caring person
I have ever known. Her smile, as many have shared, was the warmest thing in a
room! She was truly something special! We were all so lucky to have her be a part of
our lives! My heart, prayers and love go out to Jim, Kimmie and Joann! You have the
sweetest angel looking down on you! RIP sweet friend! You will be dearly missed by
so many!

Tanya Ranney - January 11 at 11:36 AM

“

Tanya Ranney lit a candle in memory of Lisa Marie Hamilton

Tanya Ranney - January 11 at 11:26 AM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Lisa for a few years in the early 2000's. She had
the most beautiful smile! And such an amazing teacher! How wonderful that such a
positive and loving person was able to teach so many kindergarten students and
start them on the right path in life. They are so blessed to have been taught by Mrs.
Hamilton!!

Molli Cunningham - January 11 at 08:50 AM

“

Very sad to hear of Lisa's passing. We remember her fondly. Love and prayers to Jim
and Kimberly and their whole family.
Brett & Brook Sternberg

Brook - January 10 at 10:11 PM

“

Mrs. Hamilton was my daughter Mallory’s teacher way back during the 2008-2009
school year. She will always be Mallory’s favorite teacher! It breaks my heart that she
is gone from us, but I know she her love & patience will be with us forever!!! Sending
prayers to Jim & Kimberly!

Tammy Rundall - January 10 at 09:28 PM

“

Lisa touched so many lives during her life. She will be so missed. I am sending much
love and many prayers to her family and friends.
Terry Gorman

Terry Gorman - January 10 at 09:17 PM

“

Terry Gorman purchased the Garden Accent Stone - 'Wherever a beautiful soul...' for
the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

Terry Gorman - January 10 at 09:13 PM

“

My son had Mrs. Hamilton for kindergarten for a short while last year, he says “she
was always very nice to me, and was a really good teacher.” Thank you, for always
being there for him when he needed you most. Your legacy will live on.

Hailee - January 10 at 09:13 PM

“

I had the great privilege of getting to know Lisa while subbing at Van Buren. I was
only there for a short time, but I was lucky enough to be next door to Lisa.
I would go in her room for ideas and I remember saying to her, "Your room feels like
home. I just want to stay here all day."
She had a gift for warmth, laughter, brilliance, and compassion, and a little mischief
on the side. I remember a trick between 2 beloved colleagues: tin foil around Lisa's
desk, chair, etc. The joy and laughter between them was contagious and a great gift
to the students and staff.
Lisa was a gifted teacher...one of the most gifted I have ever known in my 20+ years
of teaching. Her joy and compassion were unbridled. I am lucky to have known her. I
am so very sorry for your loss. - Dana Lumby

Dana Lumby - January 10 at 08:27 PM

“

Treasured Lilies Spray was purchased for the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

January 10 at 05:54 PM

“

Richard Clough lit a candle in memory of Lisa Marie Hamilton

Richard Clough - January 10 at 01:09 PM

“

“

Going to miss you my precious cousin Lisa.
Richard - January 10 at 01:11 PM

From Dr. Kara E. Schmadeke, Van Buren Teacher purchased the Sweetest Sunrise
Bouquet for the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

From Dr. Kara E. Schmadeke, Van Buren Teacher - January 10 at 11:21 AM

“

Lisa was always doing something having to do with kids, either her children at school
or being a “dance mom”. She gave so much of herself and did it with a smile on her
face! She was a bright light and filled with joy!

Dawn - January 10 at 12:32 AM

“

Lisa touched so many lives, Our son had her as his teacher 23 years ago... she was
a great Kindergarten teachers with lots of patients and love for her students. We are
truly sadden at her passing. Keeping the family in our prayers.

Chris Slaton - January 09 at 07:53 PM

“

Lisa always had the warmest smile in the room. When she smiled everything was at
peace in the room. I will always remember her smile.

Brenna Young - January 09 at 06:40 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Lisa Marie Hamilton.

January 09 at 05:05 PM

“

Suzanne Jennings lit a candle in memory of Lisa Marie Hamilton

Suzanne Jennings - January 09 at 02:13 PM

“

Lisa and I first met when she subbed for me during my first years of teaching
Kindergarten at Van Buren Elementary back in the late 90's. She was funny and very
creative and truly had a way with children. Her smile could make you feel better no
matter what kind of day you were having. I was able to participate on the interview
team at Van Buren to hire her on full time as a kindergarten teacher. We worked
together at Van Buren and then I moved on to teach in another building in our district.
I would see Lisa from time to time at district teaching meetings or at the Dance
Studio, where our daughters were taking dance lessons. Even if it had been months
or years in between our face to face meetings, we could always just pick up on a
conversation as if we'd just seen each other the day before.
With social media we were able to keep in touch over the years and I would still
message her on occasion to chat on a topic or ask for advice. She was wise beyond
her years and always had an insightful take on any topic. We kept track of each other
and our families. She always would comment on things about my family and my
daughters. We would run into each other at school "dance competitions" since our
daughter's were both on their school dance teams. Lisa was Kimmie's biggest
supporter and cheerleader and it was evident how proud Lisa was of Kimmie.
Lisa always put others first. She was such a grounded, caring, creative, talented,
funny and genuine person. She was a pleasure to be around and would take the high
road on topics or find the positives in any difficult situation.
I know she was an amazing teacher, mother, wife , sister, daughter and friend. My
husband, Chris Jennings, also had the pleasure of teaching her daughter Kimmie at
Wilson Middle school. He would frequently rave about what an incredible "young
lady" Kimmie was/is. He thoroughly enjoyed having her as a student.
My heart goes out to Jim and Kimmie. You were her whole word and know you will
miss her terribly. I hope you can find comfort in knowing what an amazing impact she
made on so many in her 46 years of life. She will be greatly missed! Hugs and
prayers for comfort during this very difficult time to all that knew and loved her.
With fond memories,
Suzanne Jennings

Suzanne Jennings - January 09 at 02:09 PM

“

Lisa has been my friend for 20 years. We worked at Van Buren when I taught Title
One. Her humor and friendship helped me out immensely those first couple years.
After I became a kindergarten teacher she was always the one I would call to get a
new perspective or explanation from. I enjoyed our friendship, the dinners at Carlos,
the water parties for the kids. You will be missed.

Tiffany Orr - January 09 at 12:54 PM

