M. Duane Weltha
May 17, 1934 - February 7, 2022

M. Duane Weltha, 87, of Marion, Iowa, died Monday, February 7, 2022. A memorial
service celebrating Duane’s life will be held at 2:30 p.m., on Saturday, April 30, 2022, at
Ascension Lutheran Church, located at 2210 Grand Avenue in Marion, where the family
will greet friends and family one hour prior to the service on Saturday. A private inurnment
will be held at Cedar Memorial Park Cemetery in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Murdoch Funeral
Home & Cremation service in Marion is assisting the family.
Duane was born May 17, 1934, in Randall, Iowa, the son of Clarion and Julia (Tjernagel)
Weltha. He graduated from Roland Consolidated High School, served as a
Radio/Electronics Counter Measures operator and gunner on a B-36 bomber in the Air
Force during the Korean war when he married Beverly Borwick in Roland. He graduated
from Iowa State University with a BS in Mechanical Engineering, started his engineering
career planning B-52 flight tests at Boeing in Wichita, Kansas, and then worked at Collins
Radio Co. and Rockwell Collins for 34 years, in various engineering and management
positions prior to retirement. He enjoyed solving challenging design, systems and process
problems and creating practical, state of the art solutions to them. Duane helped solve
challenging technical problems at other Collins locations. He holds equipment patents and
was also interested in engineering processes.
Duane served on the Marion Independent School Board and was a charter member of
Ascension Lutheran Church. He enjoyed his family, grandkids, great-grandkids, in-laws,
fishing, snow skiing, boating, hunting, fixing things, and working on a computer.
He is survived by his wife, Beverly of Marion; daughter, LeAnn (Michael) Arnold of Marion;
son, Kendon (Ranie) Weltha of Marion; grandchildren, Brenna (Matthew) Fall of Ely, Iowa,
Shannon (Adam) Buchholz of Ankeny, Iowa, Lauren (Kevin) McGill of Grimes, Iowa, and
Sara Bearrows (Tom Fernandez) of Palo, Iowa; great-grandchildren, Nile and Kellen Fall,
Brooklyn, Nolan, and London Buchholz, Hannah and Maxwell McGill, and Henry Lockard;
sisters, Charlotte Koenigsburg of Bemidji, Minnesota, Jean (Harold) Dole of Grundy
Center, Iowa, Joan Rouse of Grundy Center, and Betty Lage of Roland, Iowa; brother,

Lawrence Weltha of Texas; and numerous nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Clarion and Julia Weltha; sister, Lois Krebs;
brothers, Reuben Weltha, William Weltha, David Weltha, and Dennis Weltha.
Memorials may be directed to Marion Independent School Foundation & Alumni
Association or Marion American Legion Post #298.

Cemetery Details
Cedar Memorial Park Cemetery
4200 1st Avenue NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Previous Events
Family Will Greet Friends
APR 30. 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM (CT)
Ascension Lutheran Church
2210 Grand Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

Memorial Service
APR 30. 2:30 PM (CT)
Ascension Lutheran Church
2210 Grand Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
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FD

I'll miss the many hours Duane and I spent sharing mutual computer troubles,
and how happy we were when problems were solved to our mutual satisfaction.
Due to Covid and our self quarantine for group gatherings we wont be attending
the services. Our Condolences to Bev and the entire family.
Sincerely Floyd & Joyce Davie
floyd davie - April 30 at 07:49 AM

JB

Duane was a true “brother in arms” during our days at the “Radio Company”. We
teamed up to solve a ton of issues together and always came up with better
answers. I’ll miss our broad spectrum phone calls of recent years. Duane served
his family, community, workplace and country with vigor and honesty. Go fish and
hunt, my friend.
Jim Bronson
Jim Bronson - April 27 at 01:58 PM

So sad to read of Duane's passing. It was a pleasure to support his engineering
efforts at Collins. He always had such a positive attitude, a smile on his face, and
was highly respected by all who worked with him. He had his own approach to
personal heath issues, from his negative ion machines, to his experiment with not
wearing glasses. I also enjoyed his time he spent with me while he was crafting
his fishing rods. He was as likeable person as I can visualize, and my sincere
sympathies to the entire family, he was one-of-a-kind!!!!
Bill Krejca
Bill Krejca - February 13 at 11:03 AM

WJ

Duane and i shared a heritage of Roland, Iowa. We both grew up there. I got to
know Duane when I was Supterintendent of the Marion Schools. He was
committed to providing the best education possible to our students. We didn't
always agree, but I did respect his sincerity of purpose. He pointed out things that
needed to be said.
I join with his family in celebrating his life. He made a difference while he was he.
God Bless you all.
William C. Jacobson Retired Marion Supt.
William Jacobson - February 13 at 10:49 AM

PC

Bev, so sorry for your loss. Duane was a handsome and very knowledgeable
man. One I enjoyed working with as the Ascension Lutheran Church secretary.
Pegg Clinton
Pegg Clinton - February 13 at 10:42 AM

BR

6 files added to the album Memories Album

Brenna - February 11 at 07:26 PM

GT

Bev & Family—-Will miss our emails about the Cyclones and Roland and his
visits to Ames with our Roland Boys coffee group. Our Deepest Sympathy during
this difficult time. God Bless You
Janet & Gary Thompson
Gary Thompson - February 11 at 05:20 PM

MA

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mike Arnold - February 11 at 11:02 AM

EE

Duane & Bev were the first people we met when we lived on Hillview Drive & join
their church & became friends. I believe my dad worked with Duane at Rockwell
as well. He will be greatly missed & I always enjoyed visiting with them either at
their house or at church - our deepest sympathy to the whole family. May God
wrap his arms around all of you at this time & in the days to come. Dan & Erin
Evans
Erin Evans - February 10 at 12:44 PM

EA

I am so sorry to hear of Duanes passing. I remember his starting career at Collins
Radio.
We worked on the 618T tranciever. I even went pheasant hunting with he and
Kendon.May his memory be eternal.
Ed Abodeely
Edmud Abodeely - February 09 at 12:06 PM

LW

Love Ann and Whitney purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket
for the family of M. Duane Weltha.

Love Ann and Whitney - February 09 at 11:48 AM

JM

To the family and freinds of Duane Weltha,
I am shocked tonight to find Duane's obit. My thoughts,
prayers, and condolences are extended to each of you at
this very difficult time of closure and transition.
Both Duane and Bev grew up in Roland in the early 50's- in
those years, with Gary Thompson and only 22 boys in HSthe Roland Rockets were in the state basketball tournament 3 years in a row, and
that was before any type of classification. Marion was also in that 1951 tourney
and Roland finish runner-up to the Davenport Blue Devil's State Champs.
Duane worked for our neighbor in Milford Twp. In 1950 I was 12, and Duane was
16, when I was hired to drive the tractor for him to pitch the bundles, the first year
horses were not used for the 'neighborhood threshing run' task. What an
experience!
Then when I came to teach in Marion, 1964-'76, I enjoyed their children, LeAnn
and Kendon in Jr H; Duane served on the Marion School Board; and Bev and he
helped charter Ascension. I have always been impressed with Duane's drive,
work ethics, and success accomplishments, Now you can RIP, Duane.
May a candle forever burn with the memories and blessings he has provided for
his family over the years. God's Peace be with each of you until we all meet
again.
Respectfully, Jurine Borton Moore
Jurine Borton Moore - February 08 at 11:15 PM

DM

So sorry for your loss. He was very kind man.

Deb Mefford - February 08 at 10:15 PM

SB

2 files added to the tribute wall

Shannon Buchholz - February 08 at 08:43 PM

SB

13 files added to the tribute wall

Shannon Buchholz - February 08 at 08:23 PM

FD

Goodbye old friend, RIP. I'Il miss our personal times together & especially talks
about computers . We'll meet again. Heartfelt condolences
to Bev & your family.
Floyd & Joyce
Floyd Davie - February 08 at 07:47 PM

LM

4 files added to the tribute wall

Lauren McGill - February 08 at 06:37 PM

DT

So very sorryBev and family. Duane was so special in every way. David and DONNA
DAVID DONNA TEIGLAND - February 09 at 02:41 PM

TS

Sorry to hear of Duane's passing. I did many a job with him when I worked in the
Wood Model Shop. He was always great to work with. He was not shy on handing out
compliments. Blessings on your future of meeting him in the yonder. I look forward to it
also.
Ted Smyth
Ted Smyth - February 11 at 11:15 AM

DR

Bev was so sorry to hear of Duane’s passing… He was a super man and so caring of
everyone… RIP Duane.
Daisy Roehr - February 14 at 05:27 PM

SA

As one of Duane’s cousins, our family enjoyed our visits at the Weltha home with so
many fun activities going on.
His many trips to central Iowa we’re always appreciated. The opinions he shared were
always valued.
Susan Amensen
Susan (Tjernagel) Amensen - February 24 at 03:32 PM

