Martin "Marty" Fritz
November 7, 1944 - January 23, 2019

Martin “Marty” Fritz, 74, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa passed away Wednesday, January 23,
2019, at St. Luke’s Hospital, Cedar Rapids. Visitation: 4 – 7 p.m. Monday, January 28,
2019, at Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Cedar Rapids. Funeral
Service: 1 p.m. Tuesday, January 29, 2019, at the funeral home. Burial: Spring Grove
Cemetery, Covington, Iowa.
Marty was born November 7, 1944, in Iowa City, Iowa, the son of Virgel Sr. and Melsena
(Spicer) Fritz. He joined the United States Army in 1970, and served during Vietnam.
Marty married Linda King Swallom in Missouri on March 17, 1973. He worked as a truck
driver most of his life but most recently as a shuttle driver and security guard for the Cedar
Rapids Marriott Hotel. Marty enjoyed racing boats, playing cards, camping and fishing. His
greatest joy was his family and spending time with his grandchildren.
Survivors include his wife, Linda Fritz of Cedar Rapids; children, Tammy (Tom) Wurster of
Springville, Iowa, Marty (Terrie) Fritz of Burgaw, North Carolina and Mark (Wendy) Fritz of
Big Lake, Minnesota; step-daughter, Dana (Scott) Blauer of Cedar Rapids; fourteen
grandchildren; nineteen great-grandchildren; siblings, C. Joan McGaffic of Texas, Virgel
“Bud” Fritz Jr. of Cedar Rapids, Patty Fritz of Cedar Rapids, Penny Trask of Grimes, Iowa,
and Charlie Fritz of Cedar Rapids.
Marty was preceded in death by his parents; step-son, Scott Swallom; brothers-in-law,
Paul McGaffic, Randy Trask and Donald Geiger; sister, Merle “Tootie” Geiger; and sisterin-law, Cindy Fritz.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be directed to the family.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - January 27 at 06:10 PM

“

My love to Aunt Linda, Dana and all. I will remember the good times with my Uncle
Marty always. He was always so much fun to be around! He taught me to play chess
when he came back from Vietnam. He took us to the fair. He took us camping and
fishing and swimming. Even if we were just hanging around... (at a boat race
probably)
He was full of love for his family. He touched all our lives and help make us what we
are today. My love to all in Iowa. Jenny

Jennifer Schultz - January 30 at 07:39 AM

“

Linda, you are in my prayers. When I found out I wanted to give you a hug.

Connie - January 28 at 10:31 PM

“

51 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - January 27 at 04:51 PM

“

RIP MARTY Thinking of you!!! Gary and Peg Rinderknecht Had a lot of good times
years ago!! never forget nicknaming you weasel!!!!!

Gary Rinderknecht - January 27 at 11:23 AM

“

Aunt Linda, we are on our way home to hug you, share our memories and offer you
love and sympathy. Our hearts grieve with you and we are so incredibly sorry to see
our Uncle Marty head to the next place in his journey. I know you know our stories
because you were always right there beside him when he made many smiles on our
faces. There was no Uncle Marty without and Aunt Linda. We only remember the two
of you, so connected. Honestly, your love and commitment to each other was like
nothing we had seen in our lives. We like to think we model you two. For the next few
days I'd like to change my name to "HONEY" if that's okay. Every time Uncle Marty
looked at me with those endearing eyes and shitty smirk, he called me honey. He
gave me shelter and comfort and respect like no other. But he would not have been
able to do that without you and your enduring love for him. Aunt Linda, I love you for
that. Thank you for being there for us for so many years. You are a strong, amazing
woman and Kevin and I love you so very much. We are sad that your heart is hurting.
Be there soon. Hugs.

Tina & Kevin Schoner - January 26 at 08:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tina - January 26 at 07:39 PM

“

Linda and family, I am so very sorry for your loss. Although I haven't seen you two for
years, we have many memories from fun times at the Freeway Express before the
flood. May your memories make you smile, Marty was an awesome man.
Julie Simons

Julie Simons - January 25 at 07:45 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Marty's passing but at the same time, I feel I have
found some long-time lost friends from the late 80's. I hope you remember me, Linda.
As you walk down this new path of life..keep Marty with you and never ever forget
that he is forever in your memories and no one or nothing can take that away.

Janet Rockhill Schminkey - January 25 at 03:23 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Marty's passing! I have so many fond memories of playing
cards with you guys at Patti's Pub. Not to mention the awesome times of camping
with you guys when Jim was alive! So many great memories!
I'm sorry I wont be able to attend Matry's services due to my health!
Helen Davis

Helen Davis - January 25 at 11:20 AM

“

St. Lukes Environmental Service dept........ purchased the Medium Dish Garden for
the family of Martin "Marty" Fritz.

St. Lukes Environmental Service dept........ - January 25 at 10:42 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Linda and her family in the loss of Marty. He was
a great friend and neighbor. He will be greatly missed by all who new him.

Jerry and Kay Copeland - January 24 at 09:17 PM

“

Uncle Marty was always there for anyone who needed him. He will be missed by so
many people. We love you Uncle Marty.

Heather Baker - January 24 at 07:07 PM

“

Uncle Marty was as much a part of my growing up as my parents were. He and Aunt
Linda have always been very special to me and hold a special place in my heart. I
was reminded of a time when we had a tornado warning and I was in a mobile home
park in Cedar Rapids Ia, and Uncle Marty and Aunt Linda wouldn't leave without me!
It's a fond memory from my child hood, in addition to the State Fair debacle with the
Gorilla Lady!! Uncle Marty always made me feel very loved and special and always
had a smile and a genuine hug for those he loved. I wish we could be there for
everyone and just give you all a hug, please give Linda a hug from me! Uncle Marty
you are already missed!

Julie Schultz-Golla - January 24 at 06:32 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Martin "Marty" Fritz.

January 24 at 05:50 PM

“

Uncle Marty was a huge part of my life growing up. He thought me many life skills
and protected me as one of his own children. There was so .any card games
camping trips and family holidays spent togeather there were so many of us but we
all managed to make the holidays special for everyone. I love you and will truly miss
you and thank you from the bottom of my heart for the time you spent with Jake. Aunt
Linda Dana please know I love you and if you need anything please feel free to ask
anytime.

Susie - January 24 at 05:29 PM

