Mary F. Harker
July 18, 1931 - September 20, 2020

Mary F. Harker, 89, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, died Sunday, September 20, 2020. The family
will greet friends from 5 – 7 p.m. on Thursday, September 24, 2020, at The Legacy Center
at Murdoch-Linwood in Cedar Rapids, with a Trisagion Service beginning at 7 p.m. A
Funeral Service will be held at 10 a.m. on Friday, September 25, 2020, at St. John the
Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in Cedar Rapids. Burial will follow at Linwood Cemetery in
Cedar Rapids. All guests are respectfully requested to wear a mask and practice social
distancing.
Mary was born on July 18, 1931, in Iowa, the daughter of George and Androniki
(Panagopoulou) Faches. She graduated from McKinley High School and went on to obtain
her teaching degree from the University of Iowa. Mary was united in marriage to Jack
Dean Harker on June 28, 1970. She taught at Jefferson High School until her retirement in
1998. Mary enjoyed bowling, shopping, and playing bridge with her friends. She loved
attending get-togethers with her fellow retired teachers and going to the symphony and
theatre.
Survivors include her son, George (Kristy) Harker.
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Jack; and brother, William G.
Faches.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 23 at 01:46 PM

“

I'm saddened at the recent death of Mary. Such a warm-hearted and lovely gal that I
met while I was media specialist at Grant Wood School years ago. I so much enjoyed
her wonderful son, George, visiting with her when she would stop by school, and
loved it whenever I would run into her occasionally after we retired. My sincerest
sympathy goes out to all of her family at this sad time of loss.
Cindy Lundine

Cindy Lundine - November 02 at 02:40 PM

“

I taught business at Jefferson with Mary. We used to eat lunch almost every day
together in Room 228. What a wonderful lady, so caring about everyone, so proud of
George, and she made the best baklava ever. She will be missed. RIP Mary,

Bev Spilman - September 27 at 06:00 PM

“

I taught at Jefferson with Mary and we remained friends. I knew her when she was
married to Jack and lost him but GAINED her beloved son George. What a beautiful
and lovely and insightful woman, devoted to her family, faith, and friends. So proud to
have been your friend, Mary.

Pat Martin - September 26 at 07:16 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Mary F. Harker.

September 25 at 11:36 AM

“

My deepest condolences to you and your family, George. Your Mom was an
awesome lady who always put a smile on my face each time I saw her! She will be
missed by many.
-Phil Nickerson

Phil Nickerson - September 25 at 11:20 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mary F. Harker.

September 24 at 05:18 PM

“

I was very sad to learn of Mary's passing. Having taught down the hall from her from
1978 until she retired, I always loved her upbeat nature and sense of humor. Since
retiring, I've seen her often at Jefferson Picnics and the St. John's dinners. She was
a lovely and gracious lady.
My sympathies to her remaining family.
David Horton

David Horton - September 24 at 12:23 PM

“

George, thank you for sharing your mom with all of us at St. John the Baptist. My
husband and I are currently catechumen and Mary was always so kind and eager to
answer any questions we had about our faith. Her service to the church was
unparalleled and nothing short of an inspiration. If the church doors were open, it
was likely Mary was there. She was one special woman and I wish I had had a
chance to know her longer. But, she was an immense blessing in the short time I did
know her. I can only hope to one day be as devout and faithful as Mary. She will be
dearly missed.

Gretchen Cheak - September 24 at 10:52 AM

“

Mary was a neighbor and always had a smile on her face when we would see each
other. Please accept my condolences upon her death. Sharon Rosenberg; one of the
Meadowbrook Mafia Dog Walkers

Sharon Rosenberg - September 24 at 09:49 AM

“

Mrs. Harker was one of my favorite teachers at Jefferson. She was always so
encouraging and supportive of all of us - I never would have gone to the State Office
Ed competition without her confidence in me! My successful career in business was
due in no small part to her positive influence. I saw her a couple of times since
moving back to Iowa and she was the same - supportive, encouraging, positive. Rest
in peace, Mary Faches Harker.
Dana Baughman Chapman, Jefferson Class of 1974

Dana Chapman - September 23 at 09:41 PM

“

Appreciate haven't seen Mary in years, but a lovely lady. Practiced wither brother Bill
for years. Always enjoyed seeing her! Flip Klinger

Phillip (Flip) Klinger - September 23 at 04:42 PM

“

George, I am your father's sister and I am so sorry to hear about your mother's
passing. I know her and my brother were very much in love and the toll it took on her
when he died. I know you don't know me but we loved Mary and always considered
her the love pf Jack's life. If you want to contact me or Sandy, my sister, my number
is 308-627-5979 and my address is Linda McEntee 2110 30th Avenue, Kearney, NE
68845. I tried for many years to correspond with Mary. One year I did get a
Christmas card from her. Love and sympathy from all of us in Nebraska.

Linda McEntee - September 23 at 02:12 PM

“

Mary was a wonderful teacher, always kind, always had a moment to smile and
speak with any student she encountered. I remember her from Office Education and
will always remember her smile and kindness toward everyone. Please accept my
sympathy and prayers in your loss. She will be remembered by so many of her
students at Jefferson.
Sincerely,
Jodi Harris

Jodi Harris - September 23 at 01:11 PM

“

I am so saddened to learn of Mary’s passing. She was my teacher for General Office
Procedures at Jefferson, and in the years since graduation I was honored to call
Mary my friend. We talked numerous times on the phone and I always thanked her
for everything she taught me in school, I wouldn’t be where I am today without her.
She would always laugh and say “it wasn’t me, you were a student who was eager to
learn”. She never wanted to take the credit. Rest In Peace my dear friend.

David Smith - September 23 at 01:06 PM

“

Mrs. Harker was my favorite teacher at Jefferson. I had her for shorthand and office
education. She was a very caring person and a great role model. My sincerest
sympathy to her family.
Julie Anderson, 1976 graduate

Julie Anderson - September 23 at 11:38 AM

“

36 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 23 at 11:22 AM

“

My sincere condolences to Mary's family. George was a student of mine, so our
paths often crossed while he was a student at McKinley. She was such a kind,
caring, and gentle soul. There were many times she shared stories with me about
teaching at Jefferson and how much she cared for "her kids." She could easily talk to
anyone and find something to compliment about them. She made you feel special. I
feel blessed that she was apart of my life.

Jean Oberbroeckling - September 23 at 11:15 AM

“

Hi Ms. O! Don’t know if you will see this but hoping you get the note. My Mom thought the
world of you both from interacting with you and seeing the great influence you had on me.
Hope you are doing well and thank you for the kind comments - G.
George Harker - September 26 at 12:14 PM

“

I met Mary at the many Greek Dinners we have attended. She always volunteered
there. I found out she was the sister of former Linn County Attorney Bill Faches,
whom I covered as a reporter years ago for KGAN TV.
Because we had Bill in common, I enjoyed sharing stories of my association with him
and she enjoyed hearing them. I'd stop by and talk with her every time we went to a
Greek Dinner. She was a very nice person. Very friendly, and I enjoyed my visits with
her very much.

jeff thompson - September 23 at 10:25 AM

“

I absolutely LOVED this woman! She was the best teacher and really invested into
her students. She touched my life and many others as well. I am so sad to see of her
passing, but I know she's flying high with the angels. RIP Mrs. H. you will be
remembered fondly. My sincerest condolences to the family.

Deanna (Fremel) Zehms - September 23 at 10:10 AM

“

I had Mary Harker as a teacher back in 1973. What a wonderful teacher she was.
She was so caring and took a personal interest in her students. One of the best.
Condolences to her family.
Sarah Burns Schoon, Class of 1973

Sarah Schoon - September 23 at 10:02 AM

“

I met Mary in 1968 when I student taught at Jefferson High School. She was always
so lovely to me as well as her students and colleagues. I was always pleased when
we happen to volunteer usher together at Theatre Cedar Rapids. She delighted in
her son George. Love and blessings to Mary's whole family. Colleen Holmes

Colleen C. Holmes - September 23 at 09:25 AM

“

It was my privilege to work with and know Mary Harker. She was a caring indiividual
and an excellent teacher. There are many students who had the good fortune to
have here as a teacher. I was her principal at Jefferson High School, and knew Mary
was dedicated to the school and the students. Mary knew her subject, and she
understood students. She was a teacher in the true sense of the word. I celebrate
her life as I recall all she did to make Jefferson an effective school. It was a privilege
to know and work with her. Remember her fondly as she made a positive difference
each day.
William C. Jacobson Jefferson High School Principal

william Jacobson - September 23 at 08:51 AM

“

Mary always had a smile to share. She loved her students and was a wonderful
teacher. May God surround George, Kristi and the family with comfort. Stu and Lori
Davidson

Stu Davidson - September 22 at 09:10 PM

“

I had the honor of meeting Mary at Jefferson St High school. She was my teacher
and mentor. I often reflect on those days and I honestly don't think I would have
made it through my senior year if it had not been for her. Our class gave her a bridal
shower and the following year a baby shower. After Jack's death I became a frequent
visitor and helping with jobs around the house and even babysitting George. I am
thankful to George and Kristy for reaching out to me after Mary's passing. I pray for
their well being during this difficult time. I am sad but I know that she is singing with
the angels now. God speed my dear friend, Deb Grobstich

Deb Grobstich - September 22 at 06:36 PM

“

I was blessed to have Mary as my Νουηά. As a small child, I remember one
Christmas from her I received a brown and peach stuffed bear that was as tall as I
was. On Easter she took me into town to a department store and bought me an
Easter outfit from head to toe. I felt like a princess. My first ride up in an elevator to
the second floor...how scary! Going to her home on 12th St. was a thrill in itself for a
farm girl. They had indoor plumbing! Her mom spoke very little English but she was
always so sweet and generous with cookies and candy. I loved going to St. Johns
and hearing her soprano voice from the choir loft. How proud I was. I know she is
singing with God's angels now, but I miss her terribly and her memory will always be
eternal. Σε αγαπώ Νουηά Mary!
⁸⁶

Staci Baird Lundquist - September 22 at 05:59 PM

“

We fondly remember Mary from church. May her memory be eternal - The
Achrazoglou's

John Achrazoglou - September 22 at 04:38 PM

“

Great lady and teacher. I worked with Ms. Harker at Jefferson High School and she
always kept the students first in her concept of education. I will miss her!

Dr. James Dostal - September 22 at 01:39 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mary F. Harker.

September 21 at 12:51 PM

