Mildred "Midge" Rollins
August 9, 1946 - April 19, 2021

Midge Rollins, 74, passed away after a long cancer battle on April 19th, 2021, surrounded
by her family who she loved fiercely and who loved her just as much. Midge is able to join
her husband Jim in Heaven along with her mom and many other relatives and friends.
Midge was born in Des Moines, Iowa on August 9th, 1946 to Jim and Arlene (Bosley) Gay.
She was a graduate of North High School and then went onto attend school at Grandview
for X-ray Tech training. Midge was employed at Mercy Care North when it first opened in
the 1980’s as anX-ray technician. She later became the office manager at Family
Medicine Specialists in Cedar Rapids, and then at Marion Physical Therapy.
For those that knew Midge, you knew she never gave up and fought hard to the very end.
Midge was a proud heart transplant recipient 17 years ago and she continued to live her
life to the fullest to honor David and his family, who gave her this gift. Midge had many
medical conditions but you would never know as she never let it stop her from living her
life in such a fantastic way.
She is survived by her son, Paul(Shelly) Rollins of Dyersville; her daughter, Kaye (Matt)
Siders of Mount Vernon; her brother, Jim (Linda) Gay of Milwaukee; a sister-in-law,
Rosalie Rollins of Urbandale. In addition, she was the very proud grandmother of Maria
(Craig) Schroeder, Tony (Alana) Rollins, Benjamin (Samantha) Rollins, Abby Rollins, Max
Siders and Brady Siders. Midge also loved being a great-grandma to Greyson, Emma,
Lyla and Ruth Schroeder, as well as Hank and Sierra Rollins and Thea and Emmett
Rollins.
Midge was preceded in death by her husband, Jim; her parents; and a brother-in-law.
Midge loved her family and loved all of the littles she had been blessed to have these
additional years with. She loved to sew and play Mahjong with her friends as well as going
to dinner, lunches, gambling, and shopping with her friends and family.

Midge has donated her body to Mayo Clinic in hopes of continued learning about her
genetic heart condition and heart transplant. A celebration of life is planned for August 7th
at Lowe Park in Marion. This is very close to what would have been Midge’s 75th birthday,
a birthday she was hoping to see. Instead we will celebrate her amazing life.
Donations and memorials in Midge’s memory can be sent to the Iowa Donor Network or
Springville United Methodist Church.

Comments

“

Midge was a friend of mine in high school at Des Moines North. We double dated
and share many memories with friends and growing up! Midge always made me
smile, her quirky sense of humor, her kindness and her perseverance were all part of
making her so memorable. My husband, Randy Johnson, knew Midge since
kindergarten. In fact, they shared a nap rug in kindergarten. This was a fact Midge
enjoyed reminding him of each time they met:) Randy was also the best friend of
Midge's high school boyfriend Frank Evans. Because of this connection, they and we
spent a lot of time together, so much fun! Everyone knows how brave Midge has
been through all the medical experiences. I am in awe and at the same time not
surprised. I know she will be missed and remembered by all of you in her wonderful
family. Donna Blaney Johnson

Donna Blaney Johnson - May 03, 2021 at 09:30 AM

“

I was so heartbroken when Bart contacted me. Midge was a favorite when we were
kids! Our family traveled out to Iowa in the summer and stayed with Aunt Arlene and
Uncle Jim. Midge wasn’t so pleased to have a youngster in her room especially at
day break when she heard me shout “Midge! Get up! The sun is shining brightly!’
Smacking me was what she had on her mind! The last time Midge was home, was
for my Dads funeral 14 years ago. We enjoyed good conversations, especially about
the medical field which I’ve been in for 35 years. We laughed so hard at grossing out
my mom with my sharing with Midge, my experiences in the autopsy room. I will
smile whenever I remember my special cousin. Gods blessings and comfort to all
who love and celebrate Midges life.
Gay Miller-Fitzgerald...Peace

Gay Miller-Fitzgerald - April 24, 2021 at 07:40 AM

“

Steven and I extend our deepest sympathy to your entire family. Midge was a great
friend for over 30 years and we will always remember the many Friday nights our
group spent together. I, Marcia, will always remember the great lunches and long
talks we had together, playing bridge and mah-jongg together. Midge had more
fortitude and strength than any other woman I have ever known. She was a peach of
a lady. May she now rest in peace.
Marcia and Steve Strasburger

marcia Strasburger - April 22, 2021 at 09:00 PM

“

Team Iowa purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Mildred "Midge" Rollins.

Team Iowa - April 22, 2021 at 10:05 AM

“

Mark and I extend our deepest sympathies to you all! We were so blessed to become
friends of your parents through Strasburgers. We were called the "young" ones and
so valued the time we spent with them. Midge was such an inspiration to us through
all the diversity she has gone through. She has taught us how to live through faith
and family. We will miss her dearly. She is with the love of her life now.
Mark and Suzanne Abel

Suzanne Abel - April 21, 2021 at 09:45 AM

“

To Midge's Family- What an awesome woman your mother was. She came into my
life in the late 1990's and was an Angel to me, through the Stephen Ministries. Such
a beautiful, compassionate, & kind & brave woman. Her smile could light up the
room. She will be greatly missed here on earth.-- Kristine

kristine wheeler - April 21, 2021 at 07:31 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mildred "Midge"
Rollins.

April 20, 2021 at 09:02 PM

“

I could not begin to write the memories and even more important the lessons Midge
shared with me. Every time you saw that fabulous smile it reminded you to try to be a
better person! She will forever be with so many of us. Thanks Midge, you contributed
so much to the world!

Betty Donaldson - April 20, 2021 at 08:13 PM

“

My family has so many memories of Midge since we met 43 years ago through Civic
Newcomers. Over the years we shared weddings, bridge games, lunches,
MahJongg, a few, rare trips to the casino, care giving activities at Mayo Clinic (post
transplant), and other activities too numerous, personal, or outlandish to mention.
I count it among my personal blessings to have been her friend. We shared our faith
in a loving God and knew we would be reunited in our Saviour's time line where we
will never deal with pain again.
Enjoy your reunion my friend.
Until I see you again, I'm sending my love.
Tobi Branam and family

Tobi Branam - April 20, 2021 at 02:10 PM

