Norris and Jane Gronert
November 11, 2020

Norris “Norry” Gronert, 90, and Jane (McQuillen) Gronert, 89, of Marion, Iowa, succumbed
to COVID-19 two hours apart, on Wednesday, November 11, 2020, at Keystone Cedars
Assisted Living Center in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Out of respect for the health of others,
there will be no services at this time.
Norry was born on April 4, 1930, in Creston, Iowa, the son of Frank and Jessica (Kaiserlik)
Gronert. The family later moved to Tipton, Iowa. Jane was born on May 4, 1931, in
Bennett, Iowa, the daughter of Elmer “Butch” and Verna (Pahl) McQuillen. They met in 8th
grade at Tipton Community Schools after a fire at the Bennett school required that
students bus to Tipton. The two were high school sweethearts. They married on July 9,
1951, in Corpus Christi, Texas, where Norry served honorably in the United States Navy.
The couple settled in Midway, Iowa, where they lived for more than 60 years. Norry
worked at Collins Radio (Rockwell Collins) for 37 years. Jane was a homemaker and
teacher’s aide in the Alburnett Community Schools. They were long-time members of the
Toddville Free Methodist Church, where Jane taught Sunday School and Norry served on
the board. Norry was active in the Otter Creek Lions Club and the Toddville American
Legion Post #674, earning many awards for distinguished service. Jane was likewise
recognized for her dedication to blood donation over the years. Norry and Jane were avid
fans of Iowa Hawkeye Football and Basketball, Chicago Cubs Baseball, and Chicago
Bears Football. They enjoyed spending time with their grandchildren and will be greatly
missed by family, friends, and those who were blessed to know them.
Norris and Jane are survived by their four daughters, Joyce (Randy) Skibbe of Tiffin, Iowa,
Joan Gronert of Coralville, Iowa, Jill (Mark) Hurt of Marion, Iowa, and Jan (Mike) Rosko of
Monument, Colorado; six grandchildren, Adam (Shannon) Skibbe, Jessica (Kyle)
Fountain, Shelby (Zach) Cooper, Derek (Laura) Hurt, Anna Rosko, and Ben Rosko; eight
great-grandchildren; and Norry’s brother, Walter Gronert of Grimes, Iowa; and numerous
nieces and nephews across three generations.

They were preceded in death by their parents; Norry’s siblings, Frank Gronert, John
Gronert, Josephine “Sis” Nanninga, Norbert “Nub” Gronert, and Maurine Hostler; Jane’s
siblings, Wayne McQuillen, Lyle McQuillen, Eshter Clemens, and Jane’s twin, Joyce, who
passed when the girls were ten.
In lieu of flowers, gifts in their memory may be directed to the Otter Creek Lions Club or
the Toddville American Legion Post #674.
The family extends a special thank you to Hospice of Mercy and Matt at Keystone Cedars
for their exceptional care.
Norris and Jane, you have fought the good fight, you have finished the race, you have
kept the faith.

Comments

“

To the Gronert Family
Sorry to hear about your loss. All of us at the Barber Shop had the pleasure of
knowing them both when Norris came in for haircuts and of course cheese deliver for
the Holidays. Such a wonderful couple. Enjoy the Memories.
Take care

Donna - November 19, 2020 at 07:57 PM

“

Sweet Liberty was purchased for the family of Norris and Jane Gronert.

November 17, 2020 at 03:30 PM

“

Norris & Jane, I’m not sure of the exact date when Sheila and I first met you two, but
I will never forget the first Sunday we visited Toddville Free Methodist in August of
1976. We instantly felt like family and over the years, we looked to the both of you as
role models for marriage and living your lives according to God’s Word. Our family
will never forget the support, the encouragement, and prayers for us when we
contemplated moving to Haiti in the mid 80’s. And anytime we sought advice, you
were both there with a steady answer and a pat on our backs. We have lost touch
with you over the past 20 years but were pleased to see the posts on Facebook from
time to time. We shared this with Pastor Brail and his family after seeing this Sunday
in the Gazette. Not that we needed to share all this with you, because now you are
both looking down on us, praying for us, your family, your church family and our
country. What a privilege it is to know that I have someone in Heaven lifting us all up
before the Father. We look forward to seeing you again in Glory and know that the
time will be here before we know it. We love you both. Steve & Sheila Scheib

Steven Scheib - November 17, 2020 at 09:00 AM

“

We send our deepest sympathy to your family. This has to be so hard. I always liked
it when Norris called to have me tell Larry to shut the water off or on in the park. He
was always so kind. You had the nicest parents and you should be proud of them.
Thinking of you in your sorrow and wishing you strength in the days ahead.

"Another Star Shines Brightly Down on us from Heaven"
Larry & Betty McBurney - November 16, 2020 at 09:58 PM

“

To All the families: our sincerest condolences. Your parents were such wonderful
people, as are you! Hugs to all. Amy & Nick Caves

Amy & Nick Caves - November 15, 2020 at 11:55 PM

“

Jane's banana bars are a family favorite in Montana. Such fond memories of time
spent in the Gronert home. Love and sympathy to you all. Pat Bolles

Pat Bolles - November 15, 2020 at 10:19 PM

“

Carmen Stphenson lit a candle in memory of Norris and Jane Gronert

Carmen stphenson - November 15, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

We always enjoyed visiting with them and talking about the Cubs. They were a great
couple. Keep all those great memories close to your heart. Take care, Mike and
Cathy

Cathy Fountain - November 14, 2020 at 11:52 PM

“

Jill, Joan,Joyce and Jan:
I am so sorry for your loss.
God Bless
Jim Thomas & family

jim thomas - November 14, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

Jan, I’m so sorry for your loss. My USAFA roomie, Ev Scanlon lost her parents
almost simultaneously as well. I’m lifting you up in prayer... Hugs, Karen

Karen M. Cadtillo - November 14, 2020 at 04:55 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Norris and Jane Gronert.

November 13, 2020 at 11:23 PM

