Olive Naomi Port
March 23, 1920 - February 20, 2021

Olive Naomi (Wetzel) Port, 100, of Marion, Iowa, passed from this world into her heavenly
home on Saturday, February 20, 2021. In agreement with her wishes, cremation has taken
place. There will be no services held at this time. A celebration of Olive’s life is being
planned with an updated announcement to be published in the spring of 2021. Committal
services will take place later at Cedar Memorial Park Cemetery in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Olive was born on March 23, 1920, on a farm in Atkins, Iowa, the second of four
daughters to Byron Everett and Viola Frances (Weis) Wetzel. She had attended a country
school and later attended school at McKinley and high school at Roosevelt in Cedar
Rapids. During Olive’s junior year, her family moved to a farm two miles east of
Springville, Iowa, where she attended and graduated from Springville High School. On
August 26, 1940, Olive married Roland Hoag Port at her home in rural Springville. After
residing a short time in Martelle, Iowa, they moved to a farm two miles northwest of
Martelle. For over 30 years, they farmed together with Roland’s brother, Nathan who
married Olive’s sister, Fern. To Olive and Roland’s union, three children were born: Roger
Charles, Janet Lee and Dale Roland.
Olive loved to garden, can food, raise and process chickens, and was a loving supportive
mother. She was a great cook and liked to cook many different foods. Olive loved to picnic
with relatives and family. She attended the Martelle Methodist Church, where she was in a
circle and supported many church activities. She and Roland belonged to a community
card club and later square danced where they met many neighbors. She also belonged to
the Martelle Pythian Sisters and the Marion Garden Club. Because Olive liked to meet and
talk to people, she had many longtime friends in the Springville, Martelle, Anamosa and
Marion areas. In 1972, Olive and Roland retired from farming and moved to Marion, Iowa,
where they became active members of Marion Methodist Church. They both became
excellent and prolific quilters, making quilts for friends, family and the church. Olive walked
a mile every day to the Marion Library, where she loved to read. Roland passed away in
1988. In 2008, Olive moved to Summit Pointe Independent Living Facility in Marion, where
she remained the rest of her life, receiving good care. Her 100th Year birthday celebration

was planned for March 23, 2020, but was cancelled due to the pandemic. Instead, Olive
talked to family on Skype. During her isolation due to the pandemic, she communicated
with her family through Zoom, and her niece and nephew who live nearby visited her in
person almost weekly through Hospice compassionate care. Olive set an example for her
extended family and others of a life well lived. She will be greatly missed by all who knew
and loved her.
Olive is survived and lovingly remembered by her children; Roger (Sheila) Port of Franklin,
Tennessee, Janet (Gary) Ellis of Plano, Texas, and Dale (Marty) Port of Ankeny, Iowa; one
sister, Pauline Falcon of Marion; one sister-in-law, Margaret “Mickey” Smith of Wisconsin;
eight grandchildren; eighteen great-grandchildren; two step-grandsons; four step greatgrandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.
In addition to her husband, Roland; she was preceded in death by her parents; one
daughter-in-law, Diane Port; and two sisters: Fern Port and Iva Mae Letner.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Olive’s memory may be made to St. Croix
Hospice, American Cancer Society, or Marion Methodist Church.

Cemetery
Cedar Memorial Park Cemetery
4200 1st Avenue NE
Cedar Rapids, IA, 52402

Comments

“

When I married into the Port family in 1969, Aunt Olive instantly welcomed me and
made me feel like "one of the family". She was always fun to be around. Phyllis often
said Olive was just like a second mother to her. I have no doubt that her and Phyllis
are now getting together and having a grand old time! She will be missed.
Bill Wilkens

Bill Wilkens - March 14 at 12:43 PM

“

I met Olive at United methodist church back in the 70s. United Methodist women. I
enjoyed taking with her. She will be missed.. Carolyn Whitcher

Carolyn Whitcher - February 25 at 10:58 AM

“

Rest In Peace Olive ... you must of lived a wonderful life full of great memories ... I
always enjoyed our chats in the beauty shop ... I loved how important family was to
you ( that we shared ) it was so nice to see your family
On Fridays enjoying their time with you at happy hour !!! You will be missed !!

karen miller - February 23 at 12:32 PM

“

Barbara (Whitlatch) Vaughan lit a candle in memory of Olive Naomi Port

Barbara (Whitlatch) Vaughan - February 23 at 10:51 AM

“

Deepest sympathies on behalf of the entire Whitlatch family. Olive was our neighbor
in Marion on A Avenue for many, many years. I recall going next door as a young
child just to say hello. She used to check on our mom after she had her stroke when
she was still living at home. She was a wonderful lady with a kind and caring heart.
Many prayers to your entire family during this difficult time.

Barbara (Whitlatch) Vaughan - February 23 at 10:50 AM

“

Thanks for your kind words, Barbara. As her son, I remember your family as next her door
neighbors. I hope you are doing well.
Roger Port - March 06 at 11:19 AM

“

Please accept our condolences in the loss of your wonderful family member. She
was an amazing lady and an inspiration to all of us. Our paths crossed twice over the
years. First when Barb was in high school with Roger, Janet, and Dale and then
again when we moved to Summit Pointe two years ago. She will be missed. Barb
Holt and Florene Kula

Barbara Holt - February 22 at 07:23 PM

“

Thanks for your kind words. She taught us how to live. I hope you and your mother do wellbe. My mother loved Summit Pointe and the people there.
Roger Port - March 06 at 11:22 AM

“

Olive was a very special lady! I will always remember her wonderful stories! She was
so full of wisdom and I am so thankful for all the time I got too spend with her! I will
miss her dearly! I will miss her so much! Until we meet again Olive Rest In Peace! To
all of her family thoughts and prayers to you! She loved you all so much!

Judy Cornelius - February 21 at 07:22 PM

