Patricia Powers Burke
November 27, 1934 - December 14, 2020

MEMORIAL MASS HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED.
Patricia Powers Burke, 86, of Cedar Rapids, formerly of Marion, Iowa, passed away on
Monday December 14, 2020, at Arbor Place within Meth-Wick Community. Funeral Mass
will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, July 23, 2021, at St. Joseph Catholic, Marion.
Inurnment: Calvary Cemetery in Ryan, Iowa.
Pat “Patty” was born on November 27, 1934, to Joseph A. Powers and Julia F. (McMahon)
Powers in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She graduated from Franklin High School and was then
employed by Allis Chalmers where she met the love of her life, Jim Burke. Pat and Jim
were married on June 2, 1956, in Cedar Rapids. Pat loved spending time with her family,
camping, traveling, baking pies, sewing, going to auctions and garage sales, and helping
to shape the lives of her children, many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Pat is survived by her loving husband of 64 years, Jim Burke; her five children, Linda
(David) Schultz of Naples, Florida, Peggy Chute of Marion, John (Sheryl) Burke of Robins,
Carol (Dave) Kraayenbrink of Waukee, Iowa and Brenda (Bill) Stroschein of Marion; 12
grandchildren, Carrie (Ted) Semelroth, Emily (Wes Mallgren) Schultz, Sara (Brandon)
DeWitt, Dan Chute, Ava and Olivia Burke, Danielle and Nicole Kraayenbrink, Jordan
(Kaelin), Austin, Ryan and Madison Stroschein; as well as seven great-grandchildren,
Landon, Addyson and Aiden Semelroth, Gavin and Quinton Mallgren, and Grace and
Atlee DeWitt. Pat is also survived by her brothers, George Powers and Joe (Janet)
Powers; and many nieces and nephews.
Preceding her in death were her parents, Joseph and Julia Powers; her sisters, Mary
(Oliver) Klein, Joan (Wallace) Kann and Julia Darlene Powers; and sister-in-law, Holly
Powers.
Our hearts go out to all who loved Pat and cared for her throughout her illness.

Memorials in Pat’s memory may be directed to the Alzheimer’s Foundation on their
website at www.alz.org
Please leave a memory of Pat you’d like to share with the family at www.murdochfuneralh
ome.com under obituaries.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 15, 2020 at 03:43 PM

“

Uncle Jim and Cousins, I was so sorry to hear of Aunt Pat's passing. She had the best
laugh and I remember her warm hugs as a kid. What a beautiful full life she had. Hugs to
all!
Kim (Klein) Gard - December 19, 2020 at 11:54 AM

“

Uncle Jim, Cousins and Family,
We were hoping to be able to share our deep heartfelt sympathy with each of you in
person this last weekend. I have many fond memories of my Aunt Pat when I was
growing up. She had a sweet spirit and one of a kind laugh that still keeps me
smiling.
We pray for each of you that the Lord wraps his arms around you in your time of
need. That his love and presence brings peace and comfort to all the family.
With deepest sympathies,
The Larry Klein Family

Larry Klein - December 21, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

Jim and family, Sorry to hear about Pat, she was a lovely lady. It's hard to find the
right words of comfort. I only hope that knowing others care is of some comfort to you
in your loss. May God bless the Burke family.
Tom Murphy

TOM MURPHY - December 19, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

Dearest Burke Family,
Those who have touched us most are usually the hardest to give back to God. Pat
Burke was one of those people. She was as most would say "The Whole Package".
She was as beautiful on the inside as she was on the outside. Her ability to bring
smiles and laughter to any conversation were as natural, sweet and juicy as was her
infamous Apple Pie (made in an entire cookie sheet) or her "Take It to the Bank"
Refrigerator Cheesecake!
Thank you Pat for touching my soul ever so gently. Our last visit was at Menards and
it was great to see you! I know the Lord has a very special place waiting for you. I've
asked my brother to introduce himself to you - he and John had a lot in common. All
sisters and the only boy! And my Dad taught his girls how to fight too! God Bless you
all. Such a great family.

Katie Engen - December 18, 2020 at 08:28 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Jim and family. My husband Chuck worked with Jim and we
would be together at different gatherings with Jim and Pat. She always was so
friendly and was easy to talk to. I’m sure she will be missed by everyone who knew
her. My husband was known to share a beer or two with Jim and John. Lots of good
times.

Barbara Heller - December 18, 2020 at 03:00 PM

“

Pat and Jim would always welcome us into their home when we would travel from
Phoenix. Many cold beers and warm conversations were had while we attempted to
locate their son, John. Pat was full of life and laughter and we will always remember
her that way!

Donna Bryant - December 18, 2020 at 01:29 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Patricia Powers Burke.

December 18, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Patricia Powers
Burke.

December 18, 2020 at 10:21 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of you. Pat was so full of life and my kids loved going to
your house when we lived in the neighborhood. The memories you will have about
the good times will last forever. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
Dee Ann Fuller Newman

Dee Ann Fuller Newman - December 18, 2020 at 09:31 AM

“

The Brendengen Family purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of
Patricia Powers Burke.

The Brendengen Family - December 17, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Patricia Powers
Burke.

December 17, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

Peggy, Linda & the family, Your mom was a great lady. Though we only lived in the
neighborhood for a few years, I have always remembered her laugh, it was
infectious. As one of the "many" neighbor kids she always treated you like one of the
family.
Hugs and prayers to you all.
Laurie Fuller Woods

Laurie Fuller Woods - December 17, 2020 at 07:44 AM

“

You are in our thoughts and prayers. May God bless you.
Love and prayers,
John & Connie Fosdick

Connie - December 16, 2020 at 02:33 PM

“

Peggy & Family
Being back yard neighbors for many years is one of my fondest memories. Pat made
sure the neighborhood was safe and inviting. I think she set an example for us "kids"
to pass it forward.
Mike Dawson

Mike Dawson - December 16, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

“

Thanks Mike. Hope you and the family are doing well
john burke - December 16, 2020 at 07:23 PM

John, my deepest sympathy for the loss of your mother. I always thought she was a
warm, caring person. My heart goes out to you and your family. Gregg Botkin

Gregg Botkin - December 16, 2020 at 08:25 AM

“

Jim & Family,
Please accept my condolences on my the loss of Pat. I always enjoyed Pat, and
have many fond memories of the two of you attending gatherings at my Mom's
home. I thought she was a lovely person, and I shall miss her!
Carol J. Kirkley

Carol J Kirkley - December 16, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

Brenda and family,
My heart goes out to you and your family. Your mom was a wonderful person and
seeing these photos remind me of how truly special she was. I remember so many
times being at your house when we were young and she would make food for me,
talk with me and treated me like family. I will always remember her beautiful smile
and joyful laugh. I hope your memories bring you joy and family and friends bring you
comfort.
With deepest sympathies,
Michelle Byrne Ribble

Michelle Byrne Ribble - December 15, 2020 at 06:14 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Patricia Powers
Burke.

December 15, 2020 at 06:07 PM

“

Linda and family we are so sorry to hear of the loss of your mother, grandmother, and
mother-in-law. Our sincerest sympathies to you all. Such a great loss for you all.
Judy and Buck Gentry

Judy and Buck Gentry - December 15, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

77 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 15, 2020 at 03:42 PM

“

Carol and family,
I"m deeply sorry to hear of the passing of Patricia. I have fond memories of growing
up with the Burkes - such a wonderful family. Wonderful families like yours are not
made without an amazing mom - she was always so nice and friendly. May the Lord
watch over her and continue to bless you.
John Byrne

John Byrne - December 15, 2020 at 02:24 PM

“

Peggy and Family,
My deepest sympathy to you, your dad and family in the loss of your mom. I have
wonderful memories of her and the times spent with your family growing up in Marion. Pat
always had a beautiful smile and laughter that made you feel welcomed. May the wonderful
and loving memories of her always be with you and her goodness live on through others.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and know she is at peace with the Lord.
Patti Byrne Iverson
Patti Byrne Iverson - December 16, 2020 at 04:31 PM

