Patrick Henry Nefzger
March 4, 1941 - September 24, 2019

Patrick H. Nefzger, 78, of Iowa City, formerly of Delhi, Iowa, passed away of natural
causes Tuesday, September 24, 2019. In agreement with his wishes, cremation has taken
place. A Funeral Mass will be held at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, October 5, 2019, at St. John
Catholic Church, Delhi, with Rev. John Kremer officiating. The family will greet friends
following Mass at the church. Private family inurnment will take place at a later date at St.
John Catholic Cemetery, Delhi.
Patrick was born March 4, 1941, the son of Clarence Joseph and Angela Josephine
(Schustersich) Nefzger in Delhi, Iowa. He was a 1959 graduate of Delhi Consolidated
High School, Upper Iowa University, and the University of Iowa. Patrick served honorably
in the United States Navy as a cryptologic technician. He was a member of St. John
Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Order of Foresters, and served as
President of the U of I “Triangle” Faculty Club. Patrick was an honored educator, historian,
photographer and musician, performing Handel’s “Messiah” at Luther College many years,
and singing at Carnegie Hall in 2011. He also enjoyed flowers, bird watching, and traveling
the world. Patrick will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him.
Patrick is survived by a brother, Robert (Margaret) Nefzger of Delaware, Iowa; a sister,
Carmen (Joseph) Werner of Earlville, Iowa; nieces and nephews, Diane Hauschild, Dennis
Nefzger, Marvin Nefzger, Armella Thompson, Roberta (Don) Steichen, and Brian (Kim)
Werner; many great-nieces, great nephews, and cousins.
Patrick was preceded in death by his parents; grandparents; aunts and uncles.
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Comments

“

Served with Pat on the USS ALBANY (CG-10) SixthFleet flagship 1978/1979. Always
laughing and friendly.

Keith Barton - December 08, 2019 at 06:21 PM

“

I will always remember Patrick for his immense joy of life. He shared his love of
music and singing with all of us who enjoyed the same. I'll always remember how he
shared photos and accounts of his world travel adventures. I will miss him.

Dianna Penny - October 02, 2019 at 03:24 PM

“

So sad to learn of Patrick's passing. We worked together on many projects at
Pearson over the years having many interesting chats. I always looked forward to his
Christmas cards with the interesting world adventures of his life.

Jane Weppler - September 30, 2019 at 12:47 PM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Patrick Henry Nefzger.

September 30, 2019 at 10:45 AM

“

Patrick held forth at his Delhi (class of 1959) class reunion - dinner, recently, taking
pictures and having a classic book title signed by all in attendance. Such a kind and
thoughtful human being. My parents - Leo and Helen Hanson, enjoyed his yearly
correspondence, when they were living and always looked forward to hearing of his
travels and activities. His joy in life will be missed. And we will miss his presence.

Sharron (Hanson) McElmeel - September 29, 2019 at 07:21 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Patrick's passing. I had worked with Patrick on projects
at Pearson's in Iowa City some years ago. We kept in touch and very much enjoyed
his annual Christmas cards and looked forward to learning of his most recent world
journey. We lost a very talented individual and will miss him. So sorry.

Daniel McWhinney - September 29, 2019 at 11:16 AM

“

I met Patrick in Iowa City. We were at the Opera Supers' potluck, and I was holding
forth on some topic which, probably, I knew relatively little about. Suddenly Patrick
was proposing that I write my memoirs. He wouldn't have known that I had been a
writer, and how could he have guessed that I had anything to write about? I was
slightly flattered, and I did have an anecdote or two involving my late wife that I had
considered writing down for posterity, so I told Patrick that I would give the project
some thought. As the months went by, and Patrick and I would chance to meet, he
would inquire about my writing. Finally he shamed me into action.
After that, we became good friends. We would meet at my house every week for
lunch and a video or—more likely—a showing of his extraordinary slides.
Patrick, the three songs that I arranged as duets for us are now ready to go. Just be
patient. Soon I'll be joining you, and perhaps they'll let us sing together in the angelic
choir!
Charles Velte

Charles Velte - September 28, 2019 at 08:25 PM

“

As a member of the Board for the Triangle Club I am shocked and very saddened to
hear of the sudden death of Patrick!! We all saw him a week before at our monthly
meeting. He was taking photos- as he loved to do. I and many send our most sincere
condolences to the family.
Sonia and Ronald Ettinger

Sonia Ettinger - September 28, 2019 at 02:50 PM

“

I usually heard from Pat at Christmas time with a copy of a photo that he had taken
on his many travels. I also usually heard from him at the end of May when he would
be thinking of my mother, Ann Werner. The last card she signed prior to her death on
March 3, 2011, was a St. Patrick's Day card for Pat. She couldn't recall his birthday
but she always thought of him in March. I tried to continue that tradition of sending
him a St. Patrick's Day card. Pat was a lovely, intelligent, talented person. I will miss
him. RIP. Mary Brokaw.

Mary Brokaw - September 27, 2019 at 12:35 PM

