Randal Balderston
December 7, 1947 - December 12, 2021

Randal “Randy” W. Balderston, 74, of Central City, Iowa, passed away on Sunday,
December 12, 2021, at Mercy Medical Center. Visitation will be held from 3 to 8 p.m. on
Thursday, December 16, 2021, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service in Marion,
Iowa. An additional visitation will be held an hour prior to the funeral service. A funeral
service will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, December 17, 2021, at St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church in Marion with burial to follow at Jordan’s Grove Cemetery in Central City. A
livestream of the funeral service will be available on the church’s website.
Randy was born on December 7, 1947, in Iowa, the son of Kenneth and Alma (Machacek)
Balderston. He was a 1966 graduate of Alburnett High School and went on to get his
degree in Agriculture Education from Iowa State University. On December 21, 1968,
Randy was united in marriage to Karen Morphew, in Ames, Iowa at the Calvary United
Methodist Church. Randy was a lifetime farmer. He and Karen earned young farm family
of the year in 1979. Other agricultural honors include master pork producer, master corn
producer and master soybean producer. Randy served on the board of directors for the
Linn County Farm Bureau, the Alburnett Community School Board, Cedar Valley Farm
Business Association and the Iowa Corn Growers Association. He served in several
capacities with the Iowa Farm Bureau. He was an active member of the Farm Business
Association and of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Marion. Randy was a Christian who lived
out his faith in his love to God and family and country. Recently he became a member of
the two-cylinder club and enjoyed outings with other farmers and their two-cylinder
tractors. Randy will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him.
Randy is survived and lovingly remembered by his wife of 53 years, Karen of Central City;
three children, Kimberly Balderston of Davenport, Florida, Aaron (Dawn) Balderston of
Alburnett and their three children Jordan, Breanne and Mason, and Kristie (Fiance, Greg
Sarto) of Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri; and brother, C. Philip (Joyce) Balderston of
Lakeville, Ohio, and their children, Eric of Ohio and Beth Balderston of Seattle,
Washington; brother-in-law, Keith Morphew of Mason City, Iowa; sister-in-law, Mary Riley
of Lebanon, Connecticut, and her daughter Joy Alfano also of Connecticut; two great

nieces; and two great nephews.
He was preceded in death by his son, Ryan (Aaron’s twin brother); parents, Kenneth and
Alma; and brother, Keith.
A memorial fund has been established in Randy’s memory to benefit several charities.

Cemetery

Events

Jordan's Grove Cemetery DEC
16
Central City, IA, 52214

Visitation

03:00PM - 08:00PM
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 16, 2021 at 11:17 AM

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 15, 2021 at 05:31 PM

“

I was so saddened to hear of your loss, Karen and family. I knew Randy since I was
6 - and have fond memories of our school days - elementary, high school, and
college. May he rest in peace! Barb Brogan Patterson

Barb Brogan Patterson - March 27 at 07:49 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

B - December 16, 2021 at 08:28 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Randy's passing. He was a previous neighbor and fellow church
member. He was always a positive and sincere person, the typical smile on his photo
shows that, oh, so well. Because of the COVID, we will not be in attendance at the
funeral. Our most sincere sympathy to the entire family. Bill and Jeanne Krejca

William Krejca - December 16, 2021 at 08:04 PM

“

I was so sorry to read of Randy’s passing. My thoughts and prayers are with the
family at this difficult time of closure. Now he will RIP and reunite with twin son Ryan.
May the twinkle of a candle always provide gratitude until we all meet again. The
Randy and Karen Balderston family and farm operation is an outstanding Linn
County “real” farm-family duel which is well recognized by the numerous honors
mentioned in his obit. Randy did not just ‘farm the land’, he piloted the total 24/7
farming effort as he ‘feed out’ beef cattle and raised hogs from ‘farrow to finish’; all in
a true effort to utilize the farm grain and Ag markets. Randy also took time to ‘give
back’ in many ways, notably giving of his time to help better the Ag industry and
Alburnett school serving on a variety of boards. Randy’s priorities were evident in his
management of time, family, farm and community efforts, always underscored with
faith. His farm legacy is influenced and passed down with endless memories and
blessings. He will be missed and always respected by those who knew him. I will
donate to the Iowa 4-H Foundation in his honor. Gods Peace will be comfort to each
of you. My regards, Jurine Borton Moore, formerly with the Linn Co Ext Service.
12/16/21.

Jurine Borton Moore - December 16, 2021 at 01:04 PM

“

91 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - December 15, 2021 at 04:34 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Randal Balderston.

December 15, 2021 at 02:44 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Randal Balderston.

December 15, 2021 at 02:25 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Randal Balderston.

December 15, 2021 at 12:06 PM

“

Heart's Companion Bouquet was purchased for the family of Randal Balderston.

December 14, 2021 at 02:59 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Randal Balderston.

December 14, 2021 at 12:38 PM

“

I first met the Iowa Balderston's at a family reunion way back when in the 80's and
immediately struck a friendship with Ken, Alma and the family which still stands
today. The big man will be missed by us all, a true family man. Such a sad way to
end, RIP Randy

Chris Balderston - December 14, 2021 at 11:01 AM

“

From a 10 year old city kid riding with you from our old bin site in the loud green and
silver Freightliner to 40 and still waving me up into the combine you were always so
kind to me. You will be greatly missed especially when I see Aron, Dawn and the kids
at the Tuma Farm. I know you and Ryan have a lot to catch up on. Rest easy!

Chris Bauer - December 14, 2021 at 10:47 AM

“

I'm so sorry for the loss and my prayers and condolences to family.
He will be greatly missed as we shared a lot of boards together and he always had
valuable input. RANDY was a valued and excellent FARMER. PRAYER BE WITH
YOU.

Mike Huber - December 14, 2021 at 09:09 AM

“

Randy was a dear friend for Joe & I. He will be missed dearly. We loved when he &
Karen visited their Florida home!
May God bless & hold Randy & Aaron tightly in his arms!
Hugs & love! Carole & Joe Dunn

Carole Dunn - December 14, 2021 at 08:58 AM

“

I met Randy several
years ago, my husband and I was his Realtor in Florida when he and Karen wanted to look
at vacation / retirement homes. Randy was one of the sweetest men I had the pleasure of
knowing. Randy was not only a customer but our friend, he had a gentle spirit about him
which made us feel like family.
A good Christian man that talked the talk and walk the walk.
Hugs and prayers to Karen and his family. Rest assurance we will meet again.
Angela Sessoms - December 14, 2021 at 09:22 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Randal Balderston.

December 14, 2021 at 08:28 AM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Randal Balderston.

December 13, 2021 at 09:03 PM

“

I am deeply saddened to hear of Randy’s passing. The Balderston family has always
been part of my life. Our families shared numerous activities including boating at
Delhi, 4-H and family dinners. Over the years I can remember every milestone,
graduation and wedding. Randy would always greet me and I took comfort in his
smile or wave. Most recently, I was lucky enough to become a neighbor to the
Balderston family home. During the summer, I would see Randy spraying weeds, we
always met each other with a wave. Most conversations with Randy were about the
cattle operation and I think my endless questions kept him entertained! Fall rolls
around and he is harvesting and hauling grain with family. Life on Sutton Road will be
a little different now but I know Randy is here in spirit. My thoughts are with the
Balderston family.

Shelby Airy-Popelka - December 13, 2021 at 08:25 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Randy was a great person and we seen him often
running the machinery in the fall, we always commented on it. RIP Randy.
Gerald &Elaine Houts - December 14, 2021 at 02:18 PM

