Ray Harrison Myers
May 30, 2019

Son of Ina Marie Kee and Ola H. Myers, Navy Seaman 2nd Class Ray Harrison Myers
was Reported KIA/MIA at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, by the United States Navy
and initially pronounced lost at sea, became accounted for on April 19, 2019, by the
Defense POWs/MIA Accounting Office (DPAA) and notification of surviving kin
commenced. Graveside Services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, July 13, 2019, at
Blodgett Cemetery, Central City, Iowa, where Ray will be buried with full Military Honors
and laid to final rest beside his mother, father, and brother. Due to limited parking at the
cemetery, we ask that everyone park at the Central City High School, where bus
transportation will be provided to the public by the school district. Access to the cemetery
will be restricted to authorized vehicles only. Arrangements by Murdoch Funeral Home &
Cremation Service, Central City.
On Dec. 7, 1941, Myers was assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was
moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft.
The USS Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize.
The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Myers.
Seventy-seven years have passed and we, Ray’s eldest surviving family members, are
honored and appreciative to welcome Ray back to his hometown and particularly pleased
to be directing his burial to be placed beside his parents and brother at the Blodgett
Cemetery.
There are four generational survivors of Ray Harrison Myers; two nephews, including the
eldest Duane Kloster of Spring Hill, Florida, the son of Ray’s sister Ruth June, Stuart
Myers of Loveland, Colorado, the son of Ray’s brother Russell Myers; and two nieces,
Janis Myers-Lewis of Longmont, Colorado, the daughter of Ray’s brother Russell Myers,
and Debra Downing of Charles City, Iowa, the daughter of Ray’s sister Ruth June Kloster;
a step-sister is among the survivors as well, Diana Heck of Alburnett, Iowa, the step
daughter of Ray’s brother Russell Myers; and their families, including more nieces,
nephews and cousins not mentioned.

In memory of Uncle Ray Harrison Myers, Honor and Courage!

Cemetery
Blodgett Cemetery
Central City, IA, 52214

Comments

“

RIP Shipmate and thank you for your service.

FTCM/SS Robert V Hulet, USN, retired - July 09 at 05:31 PM

“

Thank you Ray for your sacrifice and to the entire Myers family for their sacrifice as
well. We owe you all such a tremendous debt for the price you paid for our freedom!
Sending love, blessings and peace to you all.
L.S.

Laura Shaw - June 14 at 04:10 PM

“

Dear Meyers Family,
I want to extend my sympathy to all of you. I was just 6 years old when
my cousin was killed in Pear Harbor. I do remember how Uncle Ola
ssssssssssssssss
Aunt Ina felt at the loss. I am so happy that you can now have finally he can
rest in peace now with the family.
I send my sympathy and love to all.
Carl Lee DeWoody
Olin. Iowa

Carl Lee DeWoody - June 11 at 11:51 AM

“

What a rare obituary to read in today’s Gazette! What a privilege and honor for the
family of Ray Myers to lay him to rest beside his mother and father all these years
later. May he rest in eternal peace.

C. LeClere - June 11 at 11:30 AM

“
“

We are so blessed to have him home with his family.
Janis - June 13 at 10:34 AM

I agree. My husbands Uncle was never found. His empty grave is next to his Mother.
Welcome home.
Renee Colbert` - July 05 at 02:02 AM

“

My condolences. I remember Rays Mom in Central City. Dick Timms

Dick Timms - June 07 at 09:34 AM

“

Thank you for your service Ray. My sons ran across this today, and wondered if Ray
was related to them. Yes, absolutely! Ray had a brother Russell Lee Myers, who had
a son named Russ Harrison Myers...who is my 5 son's father (who passed April 8th,
2019). We had heard Russell talk about his brother, Ray of being in the Navy and
killed in Pearl Harbor in 1941. That's why they gave Russ his middle name of
Harrison, and we passed Harrison on to our 1st born son, Micah..Harrison Myers.
And Micah has named his first son, Drake Harrison Myers. Such an honor to Ray,
and hopefully Harrison will be passed on for many more generations to come. Again,
thank you for your service, and we will be attending the service on July 13th.
Welcome home soldier.

Susan Myers - June 05 at 04:11 PM

“

Thank u for your service Ray. I didnt know you but I remember my Grandma Verna
Pauline Kee Simonsen talk about you. Your mom and my Great grandfather Kee
were Brother and sister which made you my grandma 1st cousin. God bless our
family for your return home.
Paula Simonsen McConnell

Paula McConnell - June 02 at 02:34 PM

“

Thank you for your service to keep our freedom amen

Elaine Dull - May 31 at 05:23 PM

