Richard 'Dick' Taylor
April 5, 1931 - September 17, 2020

On Thursday, September 17, 2020, Richard “Dick” Taylor of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed
away after a long illness, at the age of 89. A celebration of his life will be held at a later
date for family and friends. Murdoch-Linwood Funeral Home & Cremation Service in
Cedar Rapids is assisting the family.
Dick was born on April 5, 1931, son of Cash “Otto” and Gladys (Paisley) Taylor. He
married Janice Hefti on July 25, 1954 and raised two children, Shelly and Mark.
Dick honorably served in the United States Navy during the Korean War from 19491953.Upon his discharge, he attended the University of Iowa and Wisconsin School of
Mortuary Science. His career included becoming a licensed electrician, a licensed
plumber and a licensed funeral director. However, most of his career he worked proudly as
a union electrician. He served on the board of the Hawkeye Labor Council and was a
proud member of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers for more than 65
years.
Dick had a passion for politics. He served on the Robins City Council and years later, after
he retired, he was elected to the Iowa State House of Representatives (2000 – 2009). He
was honored and humbled by the opportunity he was afforded to represent his
constituents during those years. Dick was a member of Mt. Herman Lodge 263 and Linn
County Democrats for more than 50 years. He was also a longtime member of the
American Legion, Disabled American Vets and the VFW. He served his fellow vets by
accepting an appointment to the Linn County Veteran’s Commission where he tried to
make a difference in their lives. He was a proud Iowa Hawkeye, but an avid Iowa
Wrestling fan.
Survivors include his daughter, Shelly (Joe) Taylor-McVay; and granddaughter, Morgan
McVay.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Cash and Gladys Taylor; wife, Janice Taylor;

brothers, Ronald and Faye Taylor; and son, Mark Taylor.

Comments

“

I had a memorable visit with Dick at his home in August 2011, after first stumbling
across him on the internet. Dick was a first cousin to my dad, Ralph Taylor (July 10,
1927 - Sept. 30, 1998). Ralph was the only child of my grandparents, Lewis (Earl)
Taylor and Julia (DeGraw) Taylor. Earl was the older brother of Otto, Mabel, and
Bernard (Aaron). I don't remember my dad ever mentioning his cousin Dick (or
Faye), but only Ron. So discovering an unknown first cousin of my late Dad's was
quite a surprise for me! I first contacted Dick by phone and learned much about the
Taylor family. A few months later, we arranged to meet at his home. Had more
revealing conversation and a nice tour of Cedar Rapids over a couple days. I was
quite impressed with Dick! I am saddened by his passing and just now learned of it
from the Algona on-line newspaper. I am glad to have met this great man and family
member!
Mark Taylor (born June 23, 1956)
originally from Algona, but have lived in Stockton, California since 1988.
marktaylor56@comcast.net

Mark Taylor - October 02, 2020 at 12:44 AM

“

Shelly, Morgan and Joe,
I am so sorry for your loss. Hope the wonderful memories can carry you through this
most difficult time. Thinking of you and keeping you in my prayers.
Lisa Thirnbeck

Lisa Thirnbeck - September 26, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Dick's passing. I clerked for him for six years in the House of
Representatives. He was a wonderful boss, Representative, and union supporter. He
was very proud of the fact that he never "fired a guy," as he put it. He felt that taking
a person's livelihood from them would be devastating. And then he would say a little
under his breath and with a smile, "I had to transfer a couple of guys once, but I
never fired them." He was that kind and he had great stories too. Dick was very
proud of his children, Mark and Shelly, and especially his granddaughter, Morgan. He
and his wife Janice treated me like family, and I will miss him very much.

Amy Lynch - September 25, 2020 at 02:50 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear of the passing of Dick Taylor. I was serving in the Senate
while Dick served in the Iowa House. He always stood up for working people. And he
was just a nice man. He is missed. Sen Bob Dvorsky, Retired, Coralville.

Sen Bob Dvorsky - September 22, 2020 at 08:37 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of Dick's passing. 89 years is amazing and he spent the majority of
them lifting up workers. In the Iowa Legislature Dick could be counted on to be the
first one to stand up for workers. He wore his heart on his sleeve.
Marcia Nichols
retired AFSCME Iowa political director

Marcia L Nichols - September 21, 2020 at 02:40 PM

“

I first got to know Dick when Bruce was elected and then got to really know him when
I lobbied for IBEW. He was always so kind and supportive. Dick wanted to make sure
Iowa workers were taken care of...he will be greatly missed.

Betty Brim-Hunter - September 20, 2020 at 07:44 PM

“

Sorry to see this sad news. I worked with Jan for many years at Linn County and
always enjoyed Dick’s stories and knew I could count on him for support!

Joan McCalmant - September 20, 2020 at 06:08 PM

“

Very sorry to hear about Rep. Taylor's passing. I clerked for Todd Taylor in the Iowa
House and worked closely with the other members of the Linn County caucus. He
was very kind to me as a young person just getting started working in politics. - Mark
Langgin

Mark Langgin - September 20, 2020 at 05:41 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. As a labor lobbyist, I worked closely with Dick when he was in
the Iowa House. We could always count on him to stand with workers. We need
more good men like him. Jan Laue

Jan Laue - September 20, 2020 at 05:29 PM

“

Shelly, I am sorry to hear about your dad. It was an honor to serve with him in the
Iowa House. I learned a great deal from him, especially when we would carpool to or
from Des Moines. He loved you and Mark and, of course, your mother. Please let me
know if there is anything I can do to help. - Senator Rob Hogg

Rob Hogg - September 20, 2020 at 04:54 PM

