Richard 'Rick' Lee Walters
July 30, 1958 - January 6, 2021

Richard “Rick” Lee Walters, 62, of Center Point passed away Wednesday January 6 in his
sleep with his family by his side at Oldorf Hospice House.
Richard was born on July 30, 1958 in Evanston IL. In 1976 he graduated from Norris CityOmaha High School in Norris City, IL. He then attended ITT in Evansville, IN where he
earned a Degree in Electronics. In 1978 Rick took a position with Rockwell Collins in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Rick went to work at Norand Corporation as an Electronics Engineer
from 1983 to 1988 and returned to Collins where he worked until his retirement in July of
2020.
Rick married Janine Cook, on August 27, 1983 and spent every day of his life showing her
his love. Rick is survived by his wife Janine (Cook), his son Logan Walters and two
daughters, Ashlyn Walters and Kathryn Walters (fiancé Ethan Bartels), his mother Helen
Abell and three brothers Rand and Cheryl, Rod and Tara and Russell and Lisa Schalk. His
Iowa Family of Carolyn Cook, Jim & Sheila, Steve & Pat, Don, Karan, Ron & Karen, Dan,
Mike and Val, Diane and many nieces and nephews in Iowa and Illinois.
Rick was preceded in death by his father Donald G. Walters and stepfather John Abell and
his father-in-law Vernon H. Cook.
Rick had many interests and hobbies including technology, golfing, fishing, playing cards,
reading, camping and canoeing. Rick and Janine have taken time to travel and create
memories for a lifetime. Rick loved being with his children, family and friends and looked
forward to visiting family in Illinois and his annual golfing trip with his brothers-in-law. He
enjoyed making snacks and sweets for his family. He was a man who chose his words
carefully and listened to anyone that wanted to talk.
Rick was an avid reader and would encourage any donations go to The Friends of the
Andersen Center Point Library, Center Point, Iowa.

Rick will be deeply missed by all who knew him as he was a great person. Godspeed.
Rick asked that we get together to celebrate his life when the weather was nice and we
would all be safe.

Comments

“

So sorry to read of Rick's passing. It's been a few years but still remember the
parties and canoe trips. He will be missed by so many. Karen and Ken Swalley

Karen Swalley - February 05 at 08:37 PM

“

1 file added to the album Video

Janine Walters - January 13 at 10:37 PM

“

Rick played golf in the Collins leagues for many years. I will miss playing with him
and chatting after the game.

Bruce Hufnagel - January 13 at 03:15 PM

“

I relied on Rick's support for multiple projects over the years at Collins. Always had a
smile even for a ridiculous request followed by a moment of thought and a better
solution. He has passed way too soon, he deserved a long and happy retirement!

Craig F Eilbert - January 13 at 12:44 PM

“

I had the fortune of working with Rick early in my career and late in Rick's. I will
remember his eagerness to help projects in need, his exceptional skill and
experience, and above all his kind spirit.
Rick left a legacy of excellence that is irreplaceable. He is greatly missed.

Drew Peterson - January 13 at 11:35 AM

“

Wei Hu (Collins Aerospace) purchased the Starbucks Coffee Condolences for the
family of Richard Walters.

Wei Hu (Collins Aerospace) - January 11 at 02:50 PM

“

I am deeply sorry to hear this. Rick is such a nice person. He is very hardworking
and dedicated to his job. He was just finishing building the testing equipment for our
team before his retirement. He got the equipment all figured out and assembled. We
all appreciated his great work. He is such a pleasant person to work with. He will be
deeply missed. My deepest condolences to Rick's family.

Wei Hu - January 11 at 02:46 PM

“

I received the coffee you sent. Rick and I drank our share and then some. Thank you.
Janine Walters
Janine Walters - January 15 at 04:17 PM

“

Ryan has known Rick his whole life and I have been blessed to have known him for
14 years. There are so many wonderful memories that we have to hold onto of this
amazing man. We will keep these treasures in our hearts forever. Of the most recent,
would be the patience he had for our children. Eli would follow him around and ask
question after question and Rick never failed to have a response or have the time for
him. Our thoughts and love are with his family. What a wonderful man.

Ashley Cook - January 10 at 10:00 AM

“

Rick has always been part of my life and family. It’s hard to believe that this world lost
such a special person. My sister and I were (very naughty) flower girls in Janine and
Rick’s wedding at Palisades Park many years ago. Some of my earliest and fondest
childhood memories are with Rick and Janine in the apartment they had before they
got married. They always made sure we were having fun, wether we were doing
Rick’s hair, playing dress up with Janine, playing games...
Throughout the years, many more beautiful memories were made and they all
included smiles and laughter. We cherish the visit we had with Janine and Rick here
in Oregon a few years ago.
The world will not be the same without Rick in it.
We hope all the wonderful memories will bring comfort to Janine, Logan, Ash, Katie,
Helen and family. In those memories, he will be a part of our world forever.
All of our love to you in this heart breaking time.
Mindy and Jeremy

Mindy Cook - January 09 at 06:01 PM

“

I was 15 when Rick came into our lives. He’s been a constant in my life, beside my
sister in every way for so long now. I love each precious memory of him in my heart
but the most special thing was how he and Janine fit two halves into a whole that will
always be a treasure of love. I know he will remain by her side until he welcomes her
home to him.

Diane Cook - January 09 at 04:07 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Pat Cook - January 09 at 03:42 PM

“

Rick was always comfortable with who he was, whether it was with family, reading a
book amidst chaos, sitting around a campfire, a card table, in a conversation circle,
on the links or in the Sea Carrot coming in hot. He was loved and will be greatly
missed.
"We will never be the same as we were before this loss, but are ever so much better
for having had someone so great to love".
With love to Janine, Logan, Ash, Katie, Ethan, Helen and brothers. Steve & Pat Cook

Pat Cook - January 09 at 03:38 PM

“

23 files added to the album Memories Album

Janine Walters - January 09 at 01:26 PM

“

Rick and I talked on Saturday. He new he was seriously ill and he told me "shut up
woman and let me talk". He told me how much he loved me, his kids, family and
friends. So much that he did not want a funeral for people to get together and get
sick and have more funerals. He said to wait and celebrate his life when it was safe. I
will let you all know when that day comes.
He left this world the way he lived, thoughtful and surrounded by love. I am so
blessed to have been loved by this beautiful man. He is my life, my love and it is so
hard to think of him not being here beside me.

Janine Walters - January 09 at 01:24 PM

“

Janine, OMG I am so sorry to read this. I cannot imagine you without Rick. You have
my prayers and condolences. Love you and the kids.

Barbara Klawiter - January 09 at 08:08 AM

“

I worked with Rick right up until his retirement. Hardworking and a great person to
work with. He was the master of many skills. Almost always upbeat and a mild humor
that made people working with him glad they were.
Irreplaceable. He will be greatly missed.

Christopher Peters - January 08 at 04:34 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Rick passing. He was a sweet man and will be missed by
all.
Jim and Amy Burgess

Amy Burgess - January 08 at 02:25 PM

“

I live in the same town as Rick and since we both retired together on the same day,
would see him out and about and talk. He loved his golfing and their annual canoe
trips. The wife and him had plans of updating the kitchen this year. He was quite the
family man, would tell us all about family get togethers at work. My prayers are with
the family and for Rick, you will be so missed. Such a gentle soul he was. It will be
hard for me when walking past the house and knowing we can’t touch base anymore.
Dixie

Dixie - January 08 at 01:42 PM

“

I also chatted with Rick daily and always enjoyed what a sweet person he was and always
so kind and friendly. I am so happy I ran into him at Dollar General in December in Center
Point and had a great conversation with him. He will be missed dearly.
sandy dudley - January 11 at 03:26 PM

“

Words can not fix the heartache of our loss but will offer comfort and peace in these
trying times. We will find strength with the love of our family and the warm embrace
of friends when we can get together after this pandemic is over. With love, Don,
Tonya, John, Hunter, Dakota, Lily, Mindy and Jeremy.

Donald Cook - January 08 at 01:20 PM

“

Rick and I shared a lab for many years, the last few years it was just the two of us in
Lab 14. We shared a lot of life, we solved all the world's problems at least twice a
week. Rick and I were often on opposite sides of the issues but we always remained
friends. I have been touched by this man and will greatly miss my dear friend

Matlon Cooper - January 08 at 12:36 PM

“

Ric, this is how he marked things he built in the labs, was a great person and coworker. He loves his family so much. The many outing he cherished and looked
forward to like the annual golfing trips with the guys, the June adult canoe trips,
doing the eating our way south vacation trip with Janine, to just sitting around the
table with family and friends playing games plus many more, is what made Ric just
smile ear to ear. His face lit up talking about these times with friends and family and
always looked forward to these times!
Ric was truly a genuine person that was willing to help if he could, to learn new
technologies and wasnt afraid to take on a challenge and still keep calm doing it. I
always told him I wanted to learn how he designed the qual racks for the different
programs as this was a speciality that I was always intregued about and he had the
super skill.
Janine, Katie, logan and Joey, I hope you carry with you, all the love Ric had for all of
you! You all were truly his heart and soul that he cherished like no other! Thank you
for sharing Ric with us at Collins all the years before he retired! He will truly be
missed!

Michelle Tidwell - January 07 at 06:06 PM

“

Ashlyn and family-- so sorry to hear about your Dad passing. Take comfort from your
loved ones and hold tight to your memories of your Dad. They will help you get
through this difficult time.
Lynne Smith

lynne smith - January 07 at 11:21 AM

