Richard E. Stebbins
March 22, 1922 - September 6, 2019

Richard E. Stebbins, 97, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, passed away Friday, September 6, 2019,
at Windmill Manor, Coralville, Iowa. Family will greet friends from 5 – 7 p.m. Thursday,
September 12, 2019, at Murdoch Funeral Home & Cremation Service, Marion, Iowa. A
Funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, September 13, 2019, at the funeral home
officiated by Father Ken Glaser. Burial will take place at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, Cedar
Rapids.
Richard was born March, 22, 1922, in Iowa City, the son of Earl Henry and Lila (Adkins)
Stephens. He graduated from Marshalltown High School, class of 1940. He was united in
marriage to Frances M. Zieser. Richard served honorably in the United States Navy during
World War II and the Korean War. He worked as an Industrial Electrician for Wilson and
Co. for 35 years, retiring in 1980. Richard loved golfing, gardening, slow pitch softball, and
building model airplanes. His big smile and quick wit will be missed by all who knew and
loved him.
Richard is survived by his two sons, Gerald (Deidre) Stebbins and Thomas (Carla)
Stebbins; four daughters, Dixie Stebbins, Beth (Roger) Mitchell, Peggy (Todd) Siefert, and
Lori (Mark) Nauholz); ten grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his wife; parents; sister, Mary Alice Hanks; and daughter,
Susan Stebbins.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 10 at 02:19 PM

“

Peggy Siefert lit a candle in memory of Richard E. Stebbins

Peggy Siefert - September 16 at 10:01 PM

“

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine
on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the
way of peace. Luke 1: 78,79
Peggy Siefert - September 16 at 10:06 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard E. Stebbins.

September 12 at 04:20 PM

“

63 files added to the album LifeTributes

Murdoch Funeral Homes & Cremation Service - September 10 at 01:59 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to learn that Richard had passed away. I knew him for many
years, and through our talks together over the years, he shared with me some of his
memories that were important to him. As two Veterans, Richard shared things that
happened during his service. For example, he told me that he had been a single
engine pilot during World War II. Whenever I would thank him for his service, he
would reply, "I just did like everyone else did." For me, he represented total love and
loyalty for our country. This was a generation who loved this country so much that
they were willing to take risks to defend what it stands for and to preserve our
freedom.
I took Richard out every Wednesday for many years. He was always waiting for me
to come and pick him up. We would go to listen to music, take walks in the Mall, visit
Noelridge Green House, and always have a snack somewhere. We went to Von
Maur so often, that the piano player, and staff of the store, knew him by name.
Richard used to love to go to the Oakland Road Hy-Vee, and would have coffee
there. He made friends with the other customers, and we would meet some of them
when we were out. He and they always enjoyed seeing each other again.
Finally, he told me of his love for golf and why he stopped playing. One of the last
times he played, the club flew out of his hand when he swung, and he was worried
that he could injure someone. That's the kind of guy he was.
I pray that God opened his arms to welcome Richard to Heaven. I will always
remember the special relationship we had, and what a great and dear person and
friend he was.
In deepest sympathy,

Giora Neta
Giora Neta - September 09 at 11:09 PM

“

My condolences for the loss of your father, grandfather and great grandfather.
As a volunteer at the Genealogical Society of Linn County, I assist in finding
information on family members. One way is to read obituaries.
Being a 5th generation born or died in Marshalltown, and finding Richard graduating
in the Class of 40 with my mother, Dorothy Shalley, I am enclosing his graduation
picture.
Daughter of a classmate, Rachelle Lewis

Rachelle Lewis - September 09 at 08:50 AM

“

12 files added to the album Memories Album

Peggy Siefert - September 08 at 06:11 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gerald Stebbins - September 07 at 02:42 PM

